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PREFACE. 



EVER since the Life of Faith was pub- 
lUhedy I have been attending to the doc- 
trines therein advanced, and bringing them 
into experience. Their truth has appeared 
to me from the xvord of Gody and has been 
confirmed by . their being accompanied with 
the power of God. His divine influence at- 
tends his own doctrines to this day, and they 
have the promised effect upon the heart and 
life of the believer. They are mighty 
through God for all the purposes of salva- 
tion. What is said upon the subject in these 
miuines^ is chiefly i?i this experimental way. 
My design is to bring the great and leading 
points oj our religion into use and practice^ 
and to show hoxv necessary the doctrines of 
groce are for the well governing of the 
Christian walk. Every thing needful is 
promised^ and by faith is received, which can 
wake it even and regular, holy and happy. 

The apostle Paul complained of prqfes- 
sorSy who walked fwt according to the gospeL 
There has been occasion for the same com- 
plaint ever since ; but never more than the 
present. Many walk at this day, who make 
some profession of Christy and yet never at- 
tain to any steadfastness^ but are tossed to 
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and fro^ and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine^ and at last come to fiothing. 

Others, pretending to be better settled, at- 
iqin tosmnej'orm oj godliness , but are with- 
out the fife and power of it ; they appear 
to have some notions a?id opinians about the 
icay of righteousness, but not being taught 
them of God, nor ever brought under the 
mighty influence of them, their xvalk is 
therefore very uneven and irregular, and 
generally in the e?id brings great scandal 
upoji the name and cause qj Christ. 

JVe have also many at this day, who set 
out in the ways of religion, but never felt 
the ruin of the fally nor the plague of their 
own hearts : these are commonly very confix 
dent and presumptuous ; they make a shining 
profession, and go on with great parade, un- 
til they come to be tried ; and then, in the 
time 6f temptation, they fall away. 

There are others who are the real chiU 
dren of God, and yet do not walk as becometh 
their high rank and dignity. An even, ho- 
ly, happy walk with their reconciled God and 
Father, is their privilege, and there is grace 
sufficient promised in Jesus, and to be receiv- 
ed by his Spirit, to enable them to live up to 
it, that they may xvalk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing. Yea, the apostles cnil up- 
on them and encourage them to be going mi 
and advancing in the right way-—^^ Ftn^- 



'• ihermore then we beseech ym and exhort 
^' you^ brethren^ by the Lord Jesus Christy 
'^ that as ye hate received of us, how ye 
'^ ought to x^alk and to please God^ so ye 
" would abound more and more."' i Thess. 
iv. I. Ho^ few follow this evangelical 
ea;hortation I How very few attain and 
preserve in their cofisciences the sense of 
God's being perfectly at peace with therii ! 
It ought to rule thet^e always^ and by all 
tneans: but for want of it, they afford con- 
tinual occasion for a legal and unbelieving 
spirit to rob them of their peace, and there- 
by to distress them in their hearts. As 
guilt comes in, love goes out. TVhat weak- 
ins the cause must also weaken the effect. 
Love, with its fruits, must decrease in pro^ 
portion as the believer withdraws his heart- 
dependence from God. Then he begins to 
walk uneven and uncomfortable, he grows 
cold and indifferent about spiritual things ; 
he get^ into darkness and discontent ; he be- 
comes quite unhappy in his frame, and un- 
tfiatikful in his affections: whatever was 
the cause of his falling into this decay, it, 
began at the root. His faith was attacked^ 
and gave way. As this yielded, the decay 
became general, and it was found true, " If 
" ye will walk contrary unto me, saith God, 
'^ then' will I also walk cofttrary unto you.*' 
Reader^ if thou hast the faith of God's 
ckct, thou knozrest that these things ari 
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true. Thou jftndest it hard work to niain- 
tain peace with God: and if this be not 
maintained^ if the foundation giv^ way^ tlte 
building will certainly totter. Look well 
then to the ground-work. Is all safe there ? 
Dost thou see the infinite glory of the Sa-! 
mourns worky when he made peace by the 
blood of the cross J and does this silence guilt 
in thy conscience ? Canst thou at all times 
draw nigh in love to a reconciled God?— 
Does not the sense of thy failings md re^ 
maining corruptions keep thee at a distaneei 
from him, and render thy walk uncofnforta-- 
ble ? especially when without are jigniingSy 
within are fears. If it he very difficult 
under such trials to pre^rve a seme of 
God's loving kindness^ yet it should be re- 
memberedi there is a gracious provision mdde 
for the establishing of the soul so safely in 
Jesus Christy that the peace of Gid may 
rule in. it always ^ and by ail means. Is it 
not necessary then to inquire what this pi^.\ 
vision is ? h&w it m,ay he received? and hem 
it may he made use if? For if by daily 
practice it may be experienced in its divine 
power, it will then have the same happy ef 
fecty which it had upon David ; " I will run 
" the way of thy commandments , when thou 
" hast set my heart at liberty!' May thine 
heart, reader, and mine, enjoy more of the 
liberty of the children of God, and then we 
ishall not only go forward, but also run fast ; 
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and may nothing stop us from pressing to- 
ward the mark^ t^l we win the prize of the 
high calling of Jesus Christ in God. 

This has been my constant prayer during 
the writing of the following treatise. It 
was the Jruit of readings and meditating ^ 
and praying o*ver those scriptures^ which 
speak of the walk of faith. Such refections, 
as used to occur to myself I have put down ; 
whether it was in searching mine own heart, 
or in begging the blessing of God upon the 
text then under consideration. This seemed 
to me an easy method, and very useful : be- 
cause the doctrine would lead to practice, 
and frequent and heart^searching medita- 
tions would tend, under the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, to an increase of faith. There 
are smm soliloqmes, addressed to my own 
soul, and some exercises of devotion, in pray- 
er and thanksgiving. I would have every 
believer to ronsider,, whether it be not his 
privilege to join me in them, and to make 
my words his own. If he cannot follow me 
in his experience after the 6th chapter, I 
pray God to increase hisfaith^ that his book 
and his experience may go hand in hand ; — 
and that he may attain to holy fellowship 
with God in all duties, and to rejoice in God 
at, ail times, yea, under the cross itself; and 
4:0 go on conquering and to conquer, till the 
good fight of Faith be over, and he finish his 
course with joy. 
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TREATISE, 



CHAP. I. 

Whoever walks with God, must he first ac- 
quainted with the way of peace. 

It is the constant usage of Scripture to re- 
present spiritual things by material, and to 
speak of the faculties and actions of the soul 
by terms borrowed from those of the body. 
Walking is a bodily action, and consists in 
moving ^nd going from one place to another : 
hence it is applied to the spiritual walk. The 
soul reconciled to God, and at peace witlihim, 
has an appointed way in which it is to walk, 
fa order to enjoy the grace promised to them 
who ai;e in Christ Jesus. This is enjoyed by 
faith; and. therefore the scripture calls the 



8 

believer's going on in his walk with God 
from strength to strength, The walk of faith. 
" We ivalk by faith/' says the apostle, " not 
by sight." 

When man fell from God, he lost his way, 
and had neither will nor pow cr to return. The 
Old Testament church makes this confession, 
" All we, like sheep, have gone as'tray, we 
have turned every one to his own way." 
Isa. liii. 6. 

The apostle Peter reftunds believers bf 
this — ^" Ye were as sheep going astray, but 
are now returned to the Shepherd and Bi- 
shop of yoor souls." i Pet. ii. §5. To 
Which 'agfee the wofds of his brother !Paul — 
^^ There is none righteous, flo not one ; there 
is n6ne th^t ttndet^tandetb, th^re is notte 
that^seek^h skfter 'Gdd ; they *re all goftte 
wrt of the way!" Rem. iit. 10, 1 1, 12. The 
%hole hftitnan face, Say the orades df trtrth, 
is goile astfay, all <if the to aire gdne otit 
c>f the \\'aty ; they have teft the "way of God, 
and tdrned dV6ry one to his oWn ^ay ; they 
tire unable, like a poor lost sheep, the most 
hnnble df all creatures, to retnm ; yiea, th^ 
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are>;W.wiyipgal«Q; for tbey valH no]^ a^r 
tfe^ i^piritj btrtaftpr t^e fl^s^^-carngjly-rpiad-r 
^., ape} io ttwif. Qacnai mind mmi]^. itself 
ag3,in§!t God ai?d tii§;ivaysN 

It pleiBi^qd CJjod^ in. tb^ ^xiqeedJMf^g riches of 
bis grwe^ ta roye^i ^ those wanderers th^ 
way of salva,tiw. He. a^ade. it known tp tiien^ 
upon the fall ; ait<i believers, frap U^at time 
forward, §aw it plainly, and wei\t on ip it 
CPmfcrtaWjf- Enochs Noah, Afer^ham^ &A 
ar^ §aid tp have walked with God, in th^ 
v£ry siame: waj afterwards markc^d put by tho 
written word ; which was a directpry tp tha 
Jews^ showing them bpw they ahpuld walk 
in the steps of the faith of their fa^hei: Abra- 
baa?. Age after age, Go4 raised up the 
prophets to briog hi$: people intp the King'f 
b^lj^way, and tQ put them upon pirayiog^ 
that they oiight hq kept, iu it, By the moutb 
qf bi^ ?iervant Davi^^ hie gave themi thi^ pror 
mi$e^" Go^d iMid upright is the Lprd^ 
tbei^efpi^e wiU be teach ^inneirs ia the way : 
tjb« wek wil] If^ guide in iudgfflep,t, and.th^ 

ifia^; will b^ tfiafib his way." Encpwraged 
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i>ers, feeling their wants, were led to pray — 
" Show me thy ways, O Lord ! teach me 
thy paths, lead me in thy truth, and teach 
me." Psalm xxv. 4. It is written in the pro- 
phets— " They shall all be taught of God — 
They shall all be taught of me, from the least 
of them, unto the greatest of them," saith 
the Lord. If any ofiiis children lack wisdom, 
and ask it of God, he giveth to all his libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not. He brings them 
by his word, and by his Holy Spirit, to thq 
knowledge of themselves, and to the know- 
ledge of the true God. 

Divine teaching is necessary to make men 
acquainted with themselves. They know 
not their state, nor fear their danger, until 
the Holy Spirit, according to his office, pro- 
ceed from the Father and the Son : then he 
convinces them of sin, of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of it, of the guilt thereby incurred, 
and of the wrath deserved. He enlightens 
the understanding with a clear sight of those 
tr^iths, and he fastens the conviction of them 
upon the conscience. Thei^ they find thitt 
they had been blind and ignorant ; rebels in 



th^iT wilU, ^d apQS(tates in, thfek h^rts ft^m 
God Hg iwJ^es theqj fetel thg cqrifuptiQiii 
pf their nature, fiiid the. errqr pf th?ir ^Ays» 
Ifl which^ if tl^ey h^d gope op, they must in.- 
civiitaWy have perisl^ed : fox tfe^y M^ere witbr 
Oiit wiljj, wa4 wHhoxit power, tQ retuifr^ t^ 
God. When they were made to see jt Figh^ 
th?i.t Ijhey ought to return, an4 to rep^nt^ yet 
it n^, not tNir cbQipe to cpme to hijn iq ^he 
^aiy of heli^yiig, They fqmi ^hey pould 
m\ believQ, unle^i? 1$ y^w giwq tlbem frpm 
al)qv9. Faith ig ^tie gifl; of Qod ; aind car^- 
not be recj?ivje4:5 bMt l?y the iBighty operation 
^ G^^, He P^ust pqt forth his di^n? pQv^?^, 
flr ^1?§ ^he coftvincie(| sipqgr \y\]\ v^mm' V^ 
^e.f ly hqiplea^ qju} h)C?pelp^si, shqt. iflp in ijiq- 
h§li?ft 

Th^s^f l^d te^che^ # hifii ^hiWrep. H^ 
©i^l^e^ th^ro ac;quaipte4 witb their fajlgn 
»tet9, ^ fi^pibte pf th^ir gqjlt aptj of thw 
misery, fie bfifigs them ^ the right ^QW- 
ledge of jrt^ corrpptiw of every fftcwUy of 
ftQul ^d body, which p^r^ ftlivays inclined: to 
evil, and incapable of dpipg any tbing.trply 

goQjd, 4 porrupt twee qa^ l?rii?g fprjb no* 

2* 
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thing but evil fruit. The judgment is ett^ 
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lightened to see this, the conscience is a- 
wakened to feel this ; and thereby the con- 
vinced sinner is made willing to be taught 
the way of salvation. The Holy Spirit ful- 
fils his office, by teaching him the knowledge 
of God. 

Our blessed Saviour declares, no man know- 
eth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth 
any man the Father save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him; and this 
he does by the Holy Spirit of wisdom and re- 
velation, who is therefore given to the chil- 
dren of God, that they may know him and 
believe in him, as their reconciled Father in 
Christ Jesus. This saving knowledge is hid 
from the worldly wise and prudent, but is re- 
vealed unto the unlearned, whom the Holy 
Spirit has made simple and teachable peo- 
ple. To them he reveals the things of God. 
He makes them acquainted with the 

Nature of the Godhead^ which is one. 
!Hiere is one Jehovah, and there is nonfe 
other. And also with the 

jPersonality in the Godhead^ Father, Son, 
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and Spirit. These three exist in the one 
Jehovah. They took those names, not to 
describe their manner of existing, but their 
manner of acting; not what they are in 
themselves, but how they stand related to us 
in the economy of redemption : for the Eter- 
nal Three entered into covenant l?efore all 
worlds, and agreed to sustain certain cove- 
nant offices, and assume names, or charac- 
ters, descriptive of their offices. Father is 
the title of that divine person, who, out of 
his infinite grace, gave an innumerable com- 
pany of sinners to his Son, upon condition 
that he would be manifested in the fleshy 
and would become their surety, to workout 
for them a righteousness in his life, and to 
make an atonement for them by his death, 
and then he would be his Father, and their 
Father. A co-equal and co- eternal Person 
accepted the condition, and covenanted to be 
made man, and to live and die for the many 
sons, whom he was to bring to glory ; there- 
fore he took the name of Son — Son of God, 
Son of Man, &c. Another co-equal and co- 
eternal Person covenanted to breathe life into 
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them, to be to them the Spirit or breath of 
life, that they might be regenerate from a 
death in trespasses and sins, and be ma(jb 
the children of God, heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ; therefore be is called 
throughout the scriptures, the Spirity or the 
breath of life. H^ makes them acqumnted 
with the covenant, as he has promised- 
" The secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will shew them his coven- 
ant" Psalm WW. 14. He will op^n to them 
the nature and certainty of all covenant en- 
gagements for the establishment and growth 
of their faitb.: The covenant was ordered 
in all things and sure : it was of^D]^R£i^ by 
the counsel and purpose of the Eternal 
Three, congerning the heirs of promise; 
whose salvation was settled by two iqwnut^- 
ble things, in which it was impossible for 
God to lie--hi§ counsel, his o^Xh, Hi^ cQUUr 
sel, the result of his infipUe wisdom, con- 
firmed by t\\9t s^^cred oa(h whii^b c^mnot 
possibly be broken. All hi^ perfe<:tioii6 
3t«^nd engaged to see the spvereign decree, 
th^s ^oj^pmly r^tifi^d, cq^rr^ iiiu^ em- 
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GutioD ; for what was ordered is surk — 
sure as the throne of Jehovah, unchangeable 
as his nature, durable as his being. Though 
it be but a man's covenant, yet when it has 
been signed and sealed according to law^ 
none disannulleth or addetb thereto. None 
can disannul God's covenant ; and he him- 
self win not.—" My covenant will I not 
break," says he, ^* nor alter the thing that 
is gone out of my lips." Psalm Ixxxix. 34. 
" I will not add thereto, nor diminish from 
it : for I have ordered it in all things. I 
have not left one single . thing out, not the 
least circumstance ; I have settled the whole 
plan by mine unerring wisdoiti, and 1 m ill 
fulj&l every tittle of it by mine almighty 
power. According to my will the course of 
nature and grace is infallibly directed, even 
the most minute events. Every hair is num- 
bered. Not a sparrow /alls but by my di- 
vine decree." 

How safely then may the heirs of promise 
depend upon a cdvenaiit God ! iAnd when- 
ever they flee to Jesus for refuge, what strong 
consolation may th^y draw ffom hence, that 
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their salvatioD is fixed, by "the imipqtaWe 
counsel, apd iaviolable oajtU Qi tii.«. blessed 
Trinity? 

The same diviqe teacher^ who enabled 
them ta believe those truths for the further e^-r 
fablishment of their faith,. led 'thefla tp. di^^ 
cover the']j^£j£Nivs3 of ^llcpvenautmccciea^ 
They: are proaiised ^s fpqe gifts. They ar^ 
t)estaw;eti ta the, prai^^of thei glo^y of fx^ 
gface. They g^rip not conferred ypW ^^ 
worthy ; but upon euemies^upon the uqgpdlyj 
vpon aiuners, as ^inaers* ]^o coadifions ar^ 
required, napre-requisites are expeclted. Th^ 
Qiotives which determine Qod to ^w m^cj 
to sinaiers,^ are not taken from any gpod in 
them, or fo^eseea te. he in tUem. Not; fof 
works of right^QMSD^ss whicjh they have dow^ 
pr qan do ; but according to hi& o^eircy hft 
saveth them, li^ does all tp th?; luagpifyt 
ing of thei ho^ioiirs of his pwq mercy. iU^ 
covenant was so contrived, carried iptp exgr 
cution by \h& life ^nd death of Jesu$« ^ppVied 
by the Holy ^rit,. tli^t ^c<)ifding ^ it 19 
written^ he that{ glpriQth,. le% hiw glory 'm 
the Lord. .Na ft^feh, .sM\ ^ory w hi» m«T 



dence. Boasting Is forever exclu<ied ; be- 
cause all is of grace. Wiadotn to teach the 
sinner saving knowledge, righteousness to 
justify him, strength to keep him, comforts 
to bless him, heaven to receive him ; these 
are the free gifts of covenant love : for by 
grace is he saved through faith, and that not 
of himself"— it is the gift of God ; not of 
works, lest any man should boast. Thus 
would the Lord hide pride fiknn man ; and 
trould teach him practically such scriptures 
as this-—" Not for your sakes do 1 this, saith 
the Lord, be it known unto you, but for mine 
holy name's safce.^ Ezefc. xxxvi. 

Closely connected with this divine lesson 
is the FULNESS of covenant mercies. Evei^y 
thing needful for the salvation of the sinner is 
fully, as well as' freely provided by the ex» 
ceeding riches of grace, and is treasured up 
by the Father's love in the fulness of the 
Son. To this the Spirit bears witness in the 
word of truth, and seals his witness upon the 
beKevet's heart. It pleased the Father, that 
in the Word made flesh, should all fulness 
flwiill, *aild ttoat'out of his fulness his people 
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should receive grace for grace* This is th^ 
iofinite ocean. There is not a.stream^ not a 
drop of grace to be bad, but from hence. 
Jesus Christ, as God-noan^ has it all in him* 
self, and for the same end, as the head has 
the senses in itself. He has it to comma* ^ 
nicate to his members, a fulness of light and 
life, of sense and understanding, of love and 
joy; yea, of every spiritual blessing. On hiix^ 
as the head of the body, the church, every 
believing member is directed to live. On him 
must he depend at ail times ; and to him must 
be go for all things. If he seek pardon and 
peace, righteousness and holiness, a supply of 
his wants, strength for his warfare, comforts 
under his miseries ; if he expect life in deaths 
and life eternal, he must make continual use 
pf the fulness of Jesus : for in him dwelleth 
ALL the fulness of the Godhead bodily. It 
dwelletb in him, as in an overflowing fountain. 
The Father's love to his adopted children, the 
experience of it by the grace of tlie Spirit, 
are entirely in, and from the salvation of Je- 
sus Christ. Out of his fulness comes every 
covenant mercy of the Godhead^ and in a rich 
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abuadant str^im, always flowing with some 
blessing or other into the believer's sdul. The 
enjoyment of it, on his part) may not be al- 
ways alike co^orbible; but it is alivay& alike 
sure on God's part. Notjiing can slop it No- 
thing can turn its course. Unto the place 
from whence the riverjs cpfne, tbithef they re- 
turn again. The river of the water of life, 
proceeds out of the throue of God and of 
the Lamb ; and it will be running on, till it 
come back into its own ocean. " The water 

(that I will give him," says Jesus, speaking 
of the believer, " shall he in hirha fountain 
!j of water springing up into, everlasting life, 

and bringing \t ith iij t|^ fulness of joy and 
pleasures for evermore." 

No man will- see any reason to set out in 
the way to keavien^ until he be made acquaint- 
ed nvj^h thoae trMths. . His judgment n^st be 
eoiighle^aed :.>vith the knowledge of them. He 
will never thitik of chiinging his course, until 
he be mades^sible of his own sinfd'and 
helpless state : and when this is brought home 
to his conscience, and he lias nothing in him* 
5elf kft to trust in, then he will be led td 
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look abroad for help. 71^6 Spirit of God> 
ivill teach him the doctrines of grace, the 
nature of the Godhead, the persons in the 
Godhead, the covenant of the divine persons, 
by which every grace and blessing was freely 
and fully provided, given by the Father to 
th^ Son, in whose fulness they were all laid 
up for' the use of his body, the church, and 
coram onicated to every member of it, through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. Thus he 
is taught, that all is of grace, from first to 
last. Whati^ver good a sinner receives on 
earth, or ertjoys in heaven, is so given, as to 
exclude all boasthig ; and to lay every proud 
and self- righteouis principle in the dust, that 
grace alone may wear the crown, and may 
have all the glory. . 

Here then, O my soul, is matter of close 
examination. Dost thou know thyself, thy 
state and condition, and hast thou fled from 
the wrath to come? Has the light of God's 
word shone into thy understanding, and made 
thee to see that thou art indeed set out in the 
tvay to heaven ? How was this discovered to 
thee ? Did the Holy Spirit ever convince thee 
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of sin, and that thou hadst lost the image and 
forfeited the fevour of God ? Didst thou ever 
see thyself fallen in Adam, in him a child of 
\?rath, a ruined, miserable sinner P Uast thou 
felt how utterly unable thou art to atone for 
thy sins, or to make thyself holy ? And wast 
thou brought to this after many legal trials 
and self-righteous efforts? At last forced to 
give up all hope in thyself, and to look to 
the. Lord who made heaven and earth, from 
whom alone thy help could come ? 

And hast thou been taught the truie know- 
ledge of the unity of the Godhead, and of the 
persons in it. Father Son, and Spirit, the co- 
venant of the ever blessed Three, and the ab- 
solute security of all covenant mercies, pro- 
mised by the Father, and engaged to be giv- 
en to th^ Son, a^ |the head of his body, the 
church, who is now actually as God-man in 
possession of them, and by his Spirit he free- 
ly and fully bestows them upon his mem- 
bers? For they will never cease to be re- 
ceiving out of his fulness grace for grace, 
until they receive out of the same fulness 
glory for glory. • 
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O my soiil, examine closely, and pvovb 
tliyself by the standard of the divine word. 
Search, and try, what the conviction of thy 
lost estate has been. Was it deep and prac- 
tical ? Is it an abiding truth with thee, that 
there is no help, or hope, in thyself.^ And 
hast thou fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope set before thee in the Lord Jesus ? Is 
thy knowledge of the Godhead mere theory, 
or is it brought into practice ? Dost thou en- 
joy the Father's love, through faith in the 
finished salvation of the Son, by the influence 
of tlie Holy Spirit? This is the saving know- 
ledge of the Godhead. And is this thine ? 
Dost thou honour the divine persons, by 
acknowledging their immutable counsel, and 
immutable oath, entered into for the security 
of the heirs of promise, that they might trust, 
and not be afraid ? Dost thou see with any 
clearness the absolute safety of relying upon 
the promises of God ; and dost thou expect 
to draw from hence, comfort to thy con- 
science, and joy to thy heart ? 

If thou art indeed set out iq the way to 
heaven, art thou settled in the knowledge af 
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thy fallen state? Hast thou found thyself una- 
J>l€ to do any thing, but to hasten on thy rdin ? 
-And from the sight and sense of this, hast thou 
been led to see all undertaken for thee, atid 
secured to thee, for time and eternity, in the 
covenant of the ever-blessed Trinity. These 
truths He at the very foundation of all com- 
fortable walking with God. See that thou be 
well-grounded in them. The knowledge of 
thyself is to bring thee to God : the know- 
ledge of God is to lead thee to walk with 
him. The one is to teach thee to renounce 
all trust in thyself The other is to show thee 
that thou mayest safely place the confidence 
of thy heart on thy reconciled Father, thy 
Saviour, and thy guide. Look up to him, 
then, O my soul, and be often praying to 
him, and saying — 

"' O Lord God, that which I see not, teach 
thou me. Keep me an humble disciple in the 
school of Christ. Let me be daily learning 
therQ, what I am in myself, a fallen, sinful 
creature, justly deserving everlasting destrac- 
lion from thy presence. O let me never lose 
sight of my want of a Saviour, nor ever be 
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without the sense of what he said— ^ With- 
out me, ye can do nothing,' Teach me this, 
thou eternal Spirit Open thou mine under- 
standing, to understand the scriptures. What 
thou hast revealed in them concerning the 
Godhead, and concerning the counsels and 
works of the ever-blessed Trinity, that re- 
veal to my soul. Thou hast declared, that 
no man can say Jesus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost; O shine then into my 
dark mind, and lead me into the saving 
knowledge of the Lord , Jesus, Make me 
acquainted with his covenant undertakings, 
And his perfect fulfilling of them, that by 
resting on his finished salvation, I may find 
the Father s love in the Son, his Father my 
Father ; and may be brought, through thy 
blessed influence, to have fellowship with the 
Father, and the Son. O ! lead me into all 
truth, thou Spirit of wisdom, and revelation, 
that I may know tlie things which belong to 
.my peace, and may, through thee, be made 
wise unto salvation, Amenr 
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CHAP. ir. 

The believer is reconciled to God, and has 
the peace of God ruling in his cotiscience^ 
and they two walk together : because they 
are now agreed. 

It is written in the prophets — " They shall 
be all taught of God"— every one of his chil- 
dren shall be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and what they have been taught in the 
understanding shall be made practical, that 
it may have its proper effect upon the con- 
science. And this is answered, when it 
comes under the authority and power of the 
word of God, and faithfully accuses or con- 
demns according to that unerring rule. 

Conscience supposes the knowledge of 
some rule, and it consists in coujparing a 
man's state or actions with that rule, in or- 
der to discover whether they agree with il^ 
or not. 

The rule is the scripture, the whole reveal- 
ed will of God, which is the unerring, and the 
only standard of right and wrong; for all 
scripture is given by the inspiration of God, 
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and is profitable for doctrine, to teach the man 
of God what is truth, and to make him wise in 
it unto salvation. Fallen man hq.s no means of 
discovering the will of God, but as it is re- 
vealed to him. He has no innate knowledge. 
He has no implanted principles. He is born 
as ignorant of God, and of the things of 
God, as a wild ass's colt. His understanding 
is darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that' is in him, 
because of the blindness of his heart, And 
he has no means in his own power of attain- 
ing any divine knowledge: for. he cannot, 
by searching, find out God. The world, by 
its wisdom, never did find him out. The 
Hottentots know as much of him as the 
Greeks and Romans did : indeed, the natu- 
ral man, let him^be ever so wise, knoweth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, neither 
can he know them ; because they are spirit- 
ually discerned. . 

The Scripture then is the only rule of right 
and wrong. Conscience has no direction 
but this rule. Neither ethics, nor metaphy- 
files ; no fancied light of dark nature; no law- 
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Jess law of rebel nature; no human sCienc^, 
whether pretended to be implanted, or by 
the use of reason to be acquired, have any 
right to guide the conscience. These Bxe 
blind leaders of the blinds They undertake 
what they are not only upfit, but what thjBy 
^ave no warrant for. A parcel of f^lom in 
jail naay think what they will of their state. 
They may take it upon them to form a mock 
court, and to try one another. They may 
aicquit or condemn, as they please ; but the 
judge and the jury will pay no regard to 
their foolish proceedings. There is a word 
which is to try us at the last day, and by 
that we should try ourselves at present. It 
was revealed for this purpose. And wheti 
the revealed truth js clearly understood, then 
conscience is . apting aright ; if it finds a 
true verdict for God, either accusing, or 
^Ise excusing, aqcording to the direction of 
bis unerring word. .. 

And this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
He enlightened the judgment with the 
knowledge of the truths in order to make 
it practical ; which he effects by bringing 
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the conscience to submit to the sovereignty of 
God in the law, and to submit to the righteous- 
ness of God in the gospel. -Herein he dis- 
plays the omnipotent power of his grace, ac- 
cording to the promise, John xvi. 8. H6 
carries with demonstration the conviction of 
guilt, and the conviction of righteousnes, to 
the coAscience. By the former he gives the 
sinner a real heart- felt sense of his sin and 
misery, and he acknowledges himself a con* 
victof the law, justly deserving all its penal- 
ties, in time and eternity. By the latter he 
sets open a door of hope, showing him the 
perfect righteousness of the God-man, 
wrought out for such guilty creatures as he 
is : he enables him to plead it before the 
throne, and to trust in it for his acceptance^ 
by which means, he finds relief in his con- 
science, and comfort in his heart. Being 
justified by faith, be has peace with God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What the Holy Spirit teaches, has life as 
well as light in it. He accompanies his doc- 
trine with the power of God. What he has 
revealed concerning the state of mankiori 
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deiice:.to the conscience. Under his influ* 
ence^ the sioner reads those scriptures, and 
feels the truth of them. ^^ As by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin, so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned : through the offence of one, 
judgooent came upon all men to condemna* 
tion : for it is written, there is none righte- 
ous,, no not one ; there is none that under- 
^standeth; there is. none that seeketh after 
God : they are all gone out of the way; th^y 
are together become unprofitable ; there is 
nbna that doeth good, no not one. Now 
we. know, that what things soever the law 
saith, it commands them whd are under the 
)awy thai; every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the WiQfld may become guilty before God." 
His moptb is slopped. He has no plea to 
make. No excuse left. What the law saith, 
he subscribes to. The law brings him in 
guilty before God, and in his conscience he 
hears his . testimony to the law. He acknow- 
ledges it to be holy, just, and good, even io 
its. penalties, which he deaerves to suffer. 
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Formerly he tried in his own strengthy aiMt 
took great pains to escape them ; buttiow he 
gives over all those self-righteous attempts. 
He found, that he laboured in vain to atone 
for his sins, or to make himself holy. He 
groans, being burdened under the ruins oi 
the fall. His ignorance, rebellion, apostasy; 
his corruption in every faculty of soul and 
body, render him unable to take one step in 
his return to God. He owns it, and con- 
fesses, that without Christ he can do no« 
thing. 

O my soul, consider, whether God has 
taught thee this knowledge of thyself. It is 
absolutely necessary to reconcile thee to him, 
and to his ways. Thou wilt never heartily 
agree to walk with him by faith, so long as 
thou hast any thing of thine own to trust in, or 
to draw comfort from. Examine then ; art 
thou sensible of thy fall, and dost thoii feel 
the sad effects of it ? Dost thou know what 
it is to be alienated from the life of God ? 
What ! dost thou ftnd to this day the oppo* 
$ition of thy sinful nature to the • holy law, 
tl^e flesh lusting in thee against the spirit? 
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Has God thus convinced thee of sin ? If h^ 
has, then in thy conscience thou submittest 
to what the law says of thy state. Thy 
mouth is stopped, and thou art guilty before 
God. Thou hast nothing of thine own to 
urge in arrest of judgment. This is an en- 
lightened conscience: so far it speaks for 
God, and is guided by his unerring word. 
O pray to the Lord, the Spirit, and beg of 
him to guide thee into all truth, that he may 
bring thy conscience to submit to the righte- 
ousness of Jesus, and to he a faithful witness 
for him. 

This is bis proper work in the soul, and 
what he undertook in the everlasting cove- 
pant. " When he is come," says Christ, " he 
shall convince the world of righteousness ; 
he shall testify of me, that I am made of 
God righteousness to believers ; and he shall 
glorify me, as Jehovah their righteousness : 
thus he shall teach them my righteousness^ 
with which the father is satisfied ; and he 
shall, through faith, apply it effectually to 
their consciences, and they shall also be sa- 
tisfied with it" Being justified by faith, they 
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slxall have peace with God, through their 
Lord Jesus Christ 

Righteousness is a perfect conformity to the 
law : if it be tried by the balance of the sanc- 
tuary, it is full weight ; if by the standard, it 
is full measure ; if judgment be laid to the 
line and righteousness to the plummet, it is 
quite upright There is no defect in it of any 
kind. This is the righteousness of the law — 
it must be perfect and continual, failing in 
no one point : for the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. And it is an 
adjudged case, that there is none righteous, 
no not one. It is left upon record, that all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God ; therefore, by the deeds of the law, 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight 

When the Holy Spirit has convinced a 
sinner of his being in this unrighteous state, 
then it becomes an important inquiry — how 
can the Judge of all the earth ever look upon 
and treat a sinner, as if he was a righteous 
person ? To which the gospel answers direct- 
ly — " God hath made Christ to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. "^ Thfs 
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tras agreed upon in the covenant of the eter- 
nal Three. The Father undertook to main- 
tain the honour and dignity of his law and 
justice. His co-equal Son undertook for his 
people to come in their nature, and to 
stand in their place and stead ; to act for 
them, and to suffer for them. As their 
surety, he made himself answerable for their 
debt of obedience, and for their debt of 
suffering. Accordingly, vyhen the great 
law-ftilfiller cometh into the world, he 
saith — " Lo, I come to do thy- will, 
God. " He did it in his infinitely holy life, 
in which he magnified the precepts of the 
law, and made them everlastingly honour- 
able. He sufiered it in his infinitely holy 
passion, bearing the sins and sorrows of his 
people, their curse and wrath, in his body and 
soul upon the tree, until the immense debt 
being paid, he cried out in the triumph of a 
conquering, though a dying Jesus — '' it is 
FINISHED :" for through death he conquered 
death, and him that had the power of death ; 
that is, the devil : he finished the transgres- 
sion, and made an end of sins, and made 
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reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness. 

This is the great leading truth of the gos* 
pel, in which the peace of conscience is 
principally concerned. The justly offended 
God is here revealed under the character of 
a reconciled father. He gave his Son to be 
a covenant of the people ; who was to fulfil all 
covenant engagements for them, and he has 
fulfilled them all. The end of his living and 
dying for them is answered. He has finished 
the transgression, and has made peace by the 
blood of the cross. He has brought in ever* 
lasting righteousness by his divine obedience, 
and the lord is well pleased with him for his 
righteousness sake ; yea, he is well pleased 
also with his body the church. He looks upon 
all the members, as he looks upon the head. 
He accepts them in the beloved. He beholds 
them in him with perfect delight, and rests* 
in his love. He is his Father, and their 
Father. He is related to his whole family 
in heaven and earth in the closest bonds of 
fatherly affection, and he makes his love 
known to them, and sheds it abroad in their 
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hearts by the Holy Ghost. He would have 
all his children to address him under his dear 
name — Our father, which art in heaven ; 
and to expect from his fatherly love all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. 

When this comfortable doctrine is received 
into the conscience, it silences guilt, and pro- 
duces peace with God. The gospel comes 
with full authority to establish it in the consci- 
ence : for it is therein revealed and proposed 
to our belief, under the character of a divine 
RECORD, made authentic and properly enrol- 
led in the court of heaven. The witnesses 
are the eternal Three. Their record is in 
the nature of a covenant, confirmed by their 
joint counsel, and ratified by their joint 
oath — the two immutable things, in which it 
is impossible for God to lie. He graciously 
vouchsafed to give the heirs of promise thi^ 
perfect security for their salvation, that after 
they had fled to Jesus for refuge, there might 
be an end of all strife in their consciences, 
and they might have strong consolation. Ac 
cordinslv we read — " There are Three that ~ 

bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 

4* 
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and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are 
One." A record among men, is jan authentic 
testimony in writing, entered by authority in* 
one of the king's courts, in order to pi*eserve 
the proceedings had upon any suit. This 
record contains the final determination of the 
judges in that cause, and is their memorial 
of it, and therefore importo in itself such 
uncontrollable evidence, as to admit of no 
proof to the contrary. The matter of the record 
is never allowed to be tried by a jury, but is 
of such credit as not to be questioned in any 
instance. This is the nature of a record in 
law. And if we receive the witness of men, 
certainly the witness of God is greater; for this 
is the witness of God, which he hath witness- 
ed of his Son — namely, " He hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son." To 
which the Spirit beareth witness, because the 
Spirit is truth. He has revealed the covenant 
of life and peace, which was between the 
Father and the Son ; he has entered it upon 
record, and every word of the record may be 
pleaded : for it is allowed to be good and va- 
lid hi the court of heaven. As a powerful 
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adv^ocate, he pleads the perfect fulfilling of 
all righteousness in the life and death of the 
God-man ; and the Father's perfect accep- 
tance'of what he did and suffered, as the full 
redemption-price for all his people ; and he 
carries his cause in the court of conscience. 
The awakened sinner is convinced, that the 
work of Jesus is a finished salvation, and that 
the divine record is a snfficient warrant for 
him to believe in it. Accordingly he gives 
it credit, and is etiabled to plead it against 
guilt and fear. Upon which he finds peace 
with God. Trusting to the blood of sprink- 
ling for pardon, and to the righteousness of 
Jesus for acceptance ; he then sees God re- 
conciled to him, and that reconciles him to 
God, and by the Spirit of adoption he cries 
— " Abba, Father." 

But, perhaps, it may be said — " I believe 
this, but I do not find peace in my con- 
science." Nay, but you do not believe it ; 
if you did, it would certainly bring present 
relief: for guilt comes from the broken law, 
and from the apprehension of punishment 
deserved ; but the law has been restored to 
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its dignity, and made infinitely honourable 
by the righteousness of Jesus ; how can you 
believe this, and yet be under guilt ?. The 
punishment was laid upon Jesus; and he 
suffered all that was due to his people, as 
their atoning sacrifice ; how can you believe 
this, and yet fear that justice will punish 
you ? A debtor would not fear to be arrest- 
ed, if his surety had paid the sum, and got 
him a full discharge. A felon, with the 
king's pardon in his pocket, would dishonour: 
it greatly, if he was to live in continual 
dread and terror of suffering for his crime. 
Examine carefully, and pray for the right 
understanding of your case; and depend 
upon it, you will find that either you do not 
believe the matter of fact, or the record con- 
cerning it. 

The matter of fact is the method provided 
for quieting the guilty conscience — a provi- 
sion of exceeding rich grace, and of ever- 
lasting efficacy. The Father gave the Son to 
be the surety for his people, and to live and 
to die for them, and in their stead. The Son 
has finished the work which the Father gave 
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him to do; and is become the author of 
their eternal salvation. 

The record of this fact is in the Scripture. 
Father, Son, and Spirit ; the three witnesses 
in heaven, have, by covenant and oath, at- 
tested, that there is life for every one who 
belie veth in Jesus. " God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only- begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

Now consider, of what do you doubt P 
lias Jesus made full atonement for sin, and 
brought in everlasting righteousness? Has 
the Father demonstrated, again and again, 
his perfect delight in his person ; and his in- 
finite satisfaction in his work ? Certainly you 
cannot question this doctrine, if you believe 
the Scripture to be a divine revelation. Do 
you doubt, then, of God's free promise, or 
of his faithfulness to fulfil it ? What ! Can 
his word be broken ? Can his promise fail ? 
His word and promise, ratified in the immu- 
table covenant, and sealed M'ith the immuta- 
ble oath of the eternal Three ? This is your 
warrant to believe. And do you question 
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the veracity of it? "He that belie veth not 
God, hath made him a liar." O what a 
dreadful sin to give the lie to the Holy Tri- 
nity ! The Father says, Whosoever cometh ; 
the Son says, All that come unto me, shall 
be saved ; the Spirit says. Come, whosoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely, 
and be saved. Are not these faithful say- 
ings, worthy of all credit? especially as they 
are delivered with divine authority, unider 
the great seal of heaven. If doubts still 
remain, pray against them, and meditate up- 
on the unreasonableness, as well as the wick- 
edness of them, and continue to hear and t0 
read the word, (for faith cometh, and grow- 
eth too, by hearing,) that you may be ena- 
bled to put honour upon it, by venturing 
your soul upon the divine faithfulness, to 
make it good to you. 

Perhaps you may believe the record which 
God hath given of his son, but you cannot do 
it with steadfastness : you can, at times, stay 
your mind upon God with sweet peace ; but 
you are not able to maintain it : yea, you 
}o§e it when you want it most. How, in this 
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case, shall the believer keep the peace of 
God, ruling always in his conscience? 

It is to be maintained in the same way by 
which it was first received. It came by bet- 
lieving, and is thereby strengthened. By the 
shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ, peace 
was made between God and man ; by the 
sprinkling of his blood, peace is made be- 
tween man and God. When this is applied 
to the conscience by the Holy Spirit, and 
received by faith, there is a continual pre- 
servative against guilt — " For the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." Here 
is the witness of God ; and it is always the 
same. This believed, will always bring the 
same cleansing virtue, and keep the con- 
science purged from dead works. If at any 
time guilt defile it, then unbelief has enter- 
ed; and has been denying, either that the 
blood of Christ does cleanse from all sin, or 
that the divine testimony concerning it doe» 
deserve credit. Guilt cannot easily enter 
into the conscience, but by one of these two 
ways. Examine, and see w hich it is. Do 
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you doubt of the virtue of Christ's blood, or 
of the truth of God's record concerning it ? 
You reply, I dare not question either of 
them ; yet, nevertheless, I cannot, with any 
settled comfort, maintain peace with God. 
But it is your privilege to maintain it, con- 
firmed to you by the royal charter of grace, 
and ratified in it, by many express promises. 
Jesus has made peace by the blood of his 
cross ; and if you believe what the God of 
truth says of it, peace should rule in your 
heart always : for all things are well ordered 
for you, and sure in the everlasting cove- 
nant. On the part of God, all is unaltera- 
bly fixed and settled. What is it, then, 
which unsettles you? Is it something you 
find in yourself? Is it from indwelling siq, 
remaining corruption, a body of sin and 
death, or from the weakness of your faith, 
and of your other graces ? What ! have you 
forgotten, that froni all these, the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth ? Is it from a suspi- 
cion that your peace is not right, because it 
ebbs and flows ? This should humble, but not 
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4i&courage you : because there is a gracious 
provision made to remove your suspicion. 
God has taken the charge both of you and of 
your peace: he keeps both by bis mighty 
power, as it is written, The peace of God, 
which surpasseth all understanding shall 
keep, with a safe guard, your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. You are as safe in 
the hand of God, at the lowest ebb, as at 
the highest spring-tide of sensible comfort : 
because your safeguard is almighty ; and he 
is equally concerned about your peace, whe- 
ther you feel it or not. Your -sense of it 
may vary, but he varies not. There is in 
him, no variableness, nor sbadow of turning* 
How should the belief of this «tay your 
mind upon your God, and keep guilt out of 
the conscience, even when you are walking 
in darkness, and have no light ! 

^^-my soul ! -meditate upon those precious 
truths. Give thyself wholly to them. Con- 
sider htrw deeply they enter into the very 
being of thy peace. Unless they be under- 
stood, thQu canst not know the way of peace; 
tmd ^lnlcss they be received by fiaith, Ay 
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cpnscience will not be purged from guilt 
and unbelief. And while these defile it, 
thou canst not look upon God as reconciled, 
or delight thyself in him or his ways. Can 
two walk together Except they be agreed ? 
But w^ien they are agreed, and of one mind, 
then walking with God becomes pleasant, 
^nd all his paths are peace. 

Search, then, and examine thyself, O my 
soul, and that not lightly, and after the man- 
ner of dissemblers with God ; but closely and 
thoroughly by the light of the divine word, 
land under the teaching of the divine Spirit. 
Dost thou understand what is revealed con- 
cerning the way of peace — what was cove- 
nanted in the counsel of the eternal Three — 
and what has been done in consequence of it? 
Jesus Christ is the great peace-maker. He has 
made peace through the blood of his cross. 
The Father sent him, gave him fo be a cove- 
nant of the people; to fulfil for them all 
righteousness, and to be their atoning sacri- 
fice. The Father has seen the work which 
he gave him to do, and has accepted it ; is 
perfectly satisfied with it, and therefore is in* 
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finitely delighted with him, and with all his. 
He would now be know^n by the high style 
and title of the God of Peace. Fury is not 
in him to those whom he sees in the beloved. 
He is a Father, fully, for ever reconciled to 
all his children in Christ Jesus. He loves 
them, as he loves him, with every kind feel- 
ing of the most tender parent. And he will 
bring every one of them to partake, with their 
glorified head, of the blessings of his ever- 
lasting love. 

If thine understanding be enlightened with 
this knowledge of God, is it effectual in thy 
conscience ? Canst thou plead it there ? This 
is the principal thing. Hast thou a good con- 
science, freed from guilt and condemnation, 
by believing the record which God hath given 
of his Son? He is well pleased with him for 
his righteousness' sake. His soul delighted in 
the sweet- smelling savour of his Son's sacri- 
fice. Because he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross, therefore the Father hath highly 
exalted him. This is the witness of God. 
Dost thou yield to it, and give it full credit? 
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What ! canst thou set to thy seal that God 
is >true, and that what satisfied him has per- 
fectly satisfied thee, and therefore the peace 
of God rules in thy conscience always, and 
by all means ? 

Remember, this is thy privilege. Thou art 
called to the enjoyment of it. The evidence 
is as full as could be desired, for the ending 
of all strife in thy conscience. The greatest 
honour thou canst put upon the divine wit- 
nesses, is so to end it, as to suffer no appeal 
to be made from their decree. Thy con- 
science should join issue. It should say the 
same that God does. It should plead thy 
discharge from guilt, under the broad seal 
of heaven ; and should stop the mouth of 
unbelief with those words, written in golden 
letters in the royal charter of grace — *• There 
is NO condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus — they are freely forgiven all 
trespasses. They are justified from all 
things. Thy sins and iniquities," says God 
himself, " will I remember no 3iore." 
These are the immutable words of truth. 
They cannot be broken. O my soul, put 
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honour upon tbem. Believe them wkhoul 
doubt or wavering. Why dost thou draw 
back thy confidence? Trust, and not be 
afraid. Thou mayest safely venture to be- 
lieve all that the Lord hath spoken. He 
will make it good ; and the more thou be- 
lievest, the more will be made good. More 
faith will bring thee in a richer revenue of 
peace. The Lord increase thy faith. May 
it entirely influence thy conscience, that it 
may agree with God ; neither questioning 
the infinite value of the righteousness and 
atonetnent of Immanuel, nor yet the faith- 
fulness of his promise, under which thou 
elain^est them-^" Whosoevee wiIl, may 
take them freely." 

Let thy faith be ever so well established, 
yet tbou wilt meet with something every day 
to try it ; but remember, the foundation on 
whidi thou standest, cannot fail, and none, 
nothing shall remove thee &om it. The Lord 
brought thee to build upoil this foundation. 
He hath he^m %he good work, and he wiH 
not teave his work mifinished. The tiop-stone 

shaS certainly 1^ brought forth with shouting 

5* 
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GRACK — grace: for h IS love is like himself 
His purposes, his word, his works change 
not. What if thou feel many things wrong 
in thyself, thou art sometimes low in spirits; 
thou canst not be pleased with thy corrup- 
tion, and thou art not pleased with thy du- 
ties ; thy graces are weak ; thy love not as it 
should be ; thy best services unprofitable ; 
yet these very things, rightly understood, and 
improved by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
will be the means of establishing thy con- 
science in the peace of God. They will lead 
thee every day to a greater dependence up- 
on Sovereign grace : for they will leave thee 
nothing to trust in, but the righteousness 
and the atonement of Immanuel ; nothing 
to keep thee, but his faithfulness to his word 
and work; and nothing to bless thee, but 
his free covenant mercy. Thus they will 
work together for thy good. Trials will set- 
tle thee. Enemies will confirm thee, in 
peace. Troubles will bring thee nearer to 
God. Amidst all discouragements thou 
wilt have this promise to stay thy soul upon 
— " I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
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thee/' His friendship' is fixed. It springs 
from the purpose and love of his own breast, 
and therefore was and is always unchanged 
ably the same in him. Whom he loveth, he 
loveth unto the end. 

Well then, O my soul ! thou hast examin- 
ed thyself How is it with thee ? Dost thou 
know the way of peace ? Art thou at peace 
with God, being justified by faith? Canst 
thou plead this peace, and maintain it in 
thy conscience ? Is it a good conscience ; 
does it witness for God ? Is it a pure con- 
Science, cleansed from guilt and condemna- 
tion ? Is it satisfied, that the Father is per- 
fectly reconciled through the life and death 
of his Son ? And is it satisfied with the di- 
vine record, giving thee a free grant of the 
benefits of his life and death, and putting 
thee into possession by believing ? Art thou 
of one heart and of one mind in this matter 
with the Father ; and now being at peace 
with him, agreed to ivalk in his way ? If 
indeed he has been thus gracious unto thee, 
bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me praise him for the exceeding rich^ 
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^s of his loye ! What a mercy is it, that 
Jie has brought thee into the way of peace ! 
O go on : feaf laot Set out daily with an 
holy humble boldness to walk with thy God. 
And for the guiding of thy f^t in his way, 
and that thy steps may not decline from it, 
be diligent in hearing and reading the word 
of God. Study it. Pray ov^er it. Mind 
what encouragem^t it gives th^ — "Having, 
therefore^ brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by that 
new and living way, which he bath conse- 
crated for us, through the veil ; that is to say, 
his flesh, and having iip high-po-iest over the 
house of God, let us draw ne^or with a true 
h^art, and ip full assurance pf faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and Qur b^die^ washed with pure water." 
^ek X. 1 J/, SO, 9^c. What perfect peace ia 
Ijere prpclfiimed to tiie children of Godi 
Siu h^d separated t^em frpm. Uxa, but there 
is access through Jesus, He is th^ way t^ 
tl^e Father. He is a new way, in oppositiiooL 
1(0 the old vi^*y of wojrks, which upion the f9i3t 

w#§ shijjt fer «¥ey. He i& a lixk^ wa^, ali 



51 

that are alive to God live by the faith of 
the Son of God. He is a consecrated way, 
every thing needful for their holy walk be- 
ing provided in him. And they are required 
to walk in this way with boldness ; trusting 
to the blood of Jesus, and depending oa the 
intercession of the high-priest over the house 
of God, they have access with confidence in 
the holiest It is their undoubted privilege 
to draw near with a true heart, not like a 
double-minded man, wavering and unstable; 
but with full assurance of faith, entirely sa- 
tisfied that God in Christ has nothing in his 
breast, but love towards them; therefore 
they should believe in him, and serve him 
without fear, having their hearts Siprinkled 
from an evil conscience, maintaining peace 
with God through the continual application 
of the blood of Jesus, and having their bo- 
dies washed with pure water, body and soul 
being cleansed from the guilt and filth of 
sin by the washing of regeneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost 

O ! may this be my happy, experience,^ 

m 

May I ever have grace to draw neair to my 
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reconciled Father with a good conscience* 
Yea, Lord, this is my heart's desire. I would 
walk with thee day by day in perfect peace. 
O ! deny me not the request of my lips. 
Glory be to thy free love, that through Jesus 
I am suffered to have access into thy pre- 
sence, and am commanded to come with 
boldness into the holiest of all. Lo, I come 
before thee, holy Father, to plead the blood- 
shedding, and the righteousness of thy dear 
Son ; and I hope my plea will be admitted, 
through the intercession of the high- priest of 
the house of God. O ! look, thou God of 
peace, upon the face of thy Beloved. See 
me in him. I desire to be found in him. 
And for his sake let the faithful witness for 
thy, love in Jesus abide with me, that in 
hearing and reading thy word, in prayer and 
meditation, he may increase my faith in thee 
and love to thee. 

O God, the Holy Ghost! I beseech thee to ^ 
make practical upon my heart what thou hast 
revealed in scripture of the Father's love. 
Deliver me from guilt and condemnation by 
the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus, Apply it 
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effectually — apply it continually. Help me to 
believe w ith more comfort in my conscience, 
and with more steadfastness in my walk, that 
his blood cleanseth from all sin. O blessed 
Spirit, carry on thy work in my soul. Lead 
me from faith to faith, that I may at all times 
have freedom to enter within the veil to a re- 
conciled God and Father, and may be able 
to maintain peace with him, against doubts 
and fears ; against corruptions and enemies. 
O teach me to draw near to him with a true 
heart, steadfastly persuaded of his love, and 
in full assurance of faith. This is thy gra« 
cious office ; O fulfil it in me, that my heart 
may be sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and my body washed with pure water. Let 
me find grace sufficient for me, for Jesus' 
i^ake ; to whom, with thee, O Father, and 
the eternal Spirit, three persons in one Je- 
hovah, be equal honour and glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



\ . 
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CHAP. III. 



Tiie beUever in his heart ckams to Gody and 
walks with him in love. 

iHis depends entirely upon a good con- 
science. There can be no love of God, un- 
less there be first peace with God. No con- 
vinced sinner can love him, until he believes 
him to be reconciled. While guilt remains in 
the conscience, enmity will keep its place in 
the heatt : for so long as he looks upon his 

r 

sins unpardoned, and God the just avenger of 
them, he must corisider him as a jealous God, 
and a consuming fire. In this view, there is 
everything that can increase his guilty fears. 
And while these defile the conscience, in- 
stead of walking \vith God, he would run 
away from him, and like the firj^t offenders, 
he would foolishly try to hide himself from 
the presence of God. 

But when the Holy Spirit has discovered 
the way of peace, and has enabled the sinner 
to find peace, being pardoned and justified 
through faith in Christ Jesua, then he looks 
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upon God in another light. He can view 
him, according as he has proclaimed himself 
— ^the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin. 
Under this endearing character, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in 
scripture. Thus would he be considered in the 
covenant of grace— related in the nearest bond 
of affection to all his children. He is their 
Father, the Father of mercies ; freely loving, 
freely forgiving, freely accepting them in the 
beloved. The holy Spirit convinces them of 
it, and sheds the Father's love to them abroad 
in their hearts ; the sense of which sweetly in- 
clines them to love him again. I^ove begets 
love. God has put on the tender bowels of 
an ever-loving parent; and he gives them the 
affection of dutiful children. They love him, 
because he first loved them. Then it is the 
delight of their souls to cultivate and improve 
this love on their part, and it becomes their 
heaven upon earth to walk with their God in. 

6 
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the ways wherein he has appointed to meet 
liiea^ to love them, and to bless them. 

The main point, then, in the christian walk, 
is to know how to maintain peace jkr the con- 
science : because this is a povrerful motive 
upon which the believer first sets out, and it 
is the great spring which keeps him going 
on. While his conscience continues pure 
and undefiled, and the peace of God rules 
in it, all is well. He does not stop ; he does 
not halt in the way. But when guilt enters, 
unbelief certainly follows close after it ; and 
then there is a fresh controversy in the court 
of conscience. Many doubts arise, and af- 
ford matter for strife and debate. The sense 
of peace is not only disturbed, but is also for 
a time destroyed by such suspicions as these 
— ** Am I freely pardoned ? — Is God fully 
reconciled to me ? Is he still my loving Fa- 
ther ? I fear not. I have done so and so. — 
He is certainly displeased with me; and, 
therefore, I dare not approach him as I used 
to do, with love and confidence." This is an 
evil conscience. It is not purged from dead 
works ; because guilt is still in it ; and this 
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keeps the soul at a distance from God. It 
begets a coldness and a shyness to him ; and 
by shutting out the comfortable sense of his 
love, makes way for fear of wrath. Then 
the motives to walk with God lose their in- 
fluence, and an evil heart of unbelief tempts 
the man to depart from the living God. 

Look well, then, O my soul, to this lead- 
ing truth, which has such universal influ- 
ence over the Christian walk. Attend to the 
peace of thy conscfence. See it be true 
peace, and mind it be well settled. Learn 
to maintain it upon gospel motives. The 
heart follows the determination of con* 
science ; and cleaves to the Lord, or departs 
from him, according as the conscience ex- 
cuses or accuses. It is, therefore, absolute- 
ly necessary for our peace, that we should 
know how God has shown himself reconcil- 
ed in Christ Jesus. This character of him 
in the Scriptures, should be studied. Who- 
ever has been enabled to call him Abba, Fa- 
ther, should implore the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, for an increase of faith ; and 
should make use of all appointed means for 



58 

His growth in the knowledge of the love of 
his heavenly Father. The apostle is upon 
this subject in Romans v. — a chapter a- 
bounding with powerful arguments to estab- 
lish the peace of God in the conscience ; in 
order that the love of God may rule in the 
heart. He gives us this account of the pri- 
vileges of a justified man. He has peace 
with God, through Jesus — by whom he has 
free access to God — is in a state of grace — 
stands in it by the power of God — has rea- 
son to rejoice, (come what will,) in hope 
of the glory to be revealed — ^and whatever 
he meets with in the way to glory, should 
increase the rejoicing of his hope, and con- 
firm his heart in the love of God to him. 
Observe how divinely the apostle speaks — 
^' Therefore, being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ : by whom also mc have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand ; and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God : and 
not only so, but we rejoice in tribulations 
also; knowing well that tribulation worketh 
patience, and patience experience, and expe-* 
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rieitce hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts, by the Holy Ghost, who is given 
unto us." 

What privileges ! how many, ho^ free, 
how blessed, are here declared to be the por- 
tion of the justified man, which he is to en« 
joy in his reconciled God ! Each of them 
tending to establish peace in his conscience, 
and love in his heart ; that he may delight 
himself in God and in his ways. The first 
and chief blessing in experience, which 
draws after it all the rest, is the Spirit. 

The Holy Ghost is ghen unto himy to be 
a witness for Jesus, and to shed abroad the 
Fathei:'s love through hire. He comes as 
the Spirit of life, to quicken the soul, which 
had been dead in trespasses and sins, and to 
bring it to the knowledge of salvation; which 
be does, secondly, by the gift of faith. 

Being justified by faith: He enables the 
sinner to believe in the finished work of the 
God-man, and to trust to the free grant of it 
in the word of God ; whereby he sees him- 
self fcrUy jtistifi^d : through the atonement 
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of Jesus, freed from sia and guilt ; through 
the righteousness of Jesus, entitled to life and 
glory ; and therefore, thirdly, he has 

Peace with God through Jesus Christ his- 
Lord — He sees God is at peace with him — 
perfectly and continually reconciled. The 
peace is everlasting which was made through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant. The 
belief of this quiets and satisfies the sinner's 
conscience; which being purged by the 
blood, and justified by the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ his Lord, is -at peace, is freed 
from guilty fears, and is reconciled to God ; 
yea, to the justice of God, who can now be 
just, and yet the justifier of the ungodly.. 
To what high honour is he then called ? He 
is admitted into friendship with God, and 
has, 

Fourthly, Access by faith into this grace^ 
wherein he stands — access to a mercy-seat, to 
which he is invited to come freely, as a be- 
loved child to- an affectionate parent. , Bold* 
ness and access with confidence are required 
and commanded. '^ Let us come boldly to 
the throne of grace : having boldness to en tec 
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into the holiest by the bkod of Jesus/' let 
us by faith make much use of that new and 
living way, which he hath opened for us. 
O what a mercy is it thqs to hs^ve access to a 
gracious Father ! How much is the mercy 
increased by his settling his children in it ! 
"We STAND in it," says the Apostle, de- 
noting the being .fixed in a state of perfect 
acceptance, conferred by sovereign grace, 
brought into it by unchangeable love, and 
kept in it by the power of a faithful God. 
How strengthening to faith, how encouraging 
to hope ! for. 

Fifthly, fFe rejmce in hope of the glory 
of God. Faith relies upon the truth of what 
God hath promised ; and hope waits for the 
enjoyment of the good in the promise, but 
more especially for the glory which is to be 
revealed. This hope of glory is full of re- 
joicing : because every thipg ' which hope 
looks at and draws its joy from, depends on 
the truth and faithfulness of a covenant God. 
There can be no failing on his part, and 
therefore on the believer's there can be no 
disappointment. On thi^ ground hope casts 
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its anchor, both sure and steadfast, and finds 
all safe doring the storms of life ; yea, has 
many a sweet foretaste of the promised glory, 
brought into the soul by these very storms : 
for. 

Sixthly, TVe rejoice in tribulations also. 
These are so far from taking away the joy 
of the justified man, that they tend greatly 
to increase it, and- to make it more holy, as 
well as more happy. Tribulations produce 
a plentiful harvest of blessings ; they bring 
forth 

Patience^ giving occasion to exercise the 
graces of the spirit, to find the truth and 
the power of them ; and thereby working sub- 
mission under the cross to the will of God. 
'' It is good for me/' says David, " that I 
have been afflicted;" his troubles brought 
hirti to God. — " Before I was afflicted, I 
went astray." His troubles kept him near 
io God, dependant on the divine strength to 
\yesr them with patience ; and for an happy 
issue eot of them. Whereby he learnt 

Ea^peritnce^ which follows suffering and pa- 
tieiKe. Tribulations teaeh us what we. are 
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as sinners, and what God is -to his reconciled 
children. They make us sensible ofour weak- 
ness, and ofour being strong only in the Lord 
-r~of our misery, and of his comforts — of 
what we deserve, and of what he saves us 
from.— ?they bring us to live out of ourselves, 
upon the sure mercies of a covenant God : 
whereby our hope in hiin being tried, and by 
trials confirmed, we discover bis love to us in 
suffering; and by daily experience become 
quite satisfied, that our 

Hope is the grace of the Holy Spirit : for it 
answers the scripture-character ; it rejoices in 
tribulation. It has good reason so to do. It 
experiences God's faithfulness. Every thing 
promised being made good to us in time, we 
thereby grow up into the full assurance of 
hope, that we shall not fail of receiving the 
promised glory. Arid this 

Hope maketh not mhamedy because the lote 
of God is shed abroad pn our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost, who. is given unto us. He is 
given to satisfy our hearts qf the love of God 
to us, aod to lead us to study the nature 
and the perfections of his love. Behold ! 
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what manner of love, what a free, full, so- 
vereign, and everlasting love, the Father 
hath bestowed upon us. It is actually be^ 
stowed and enjoyed by the power of the Ho- 
ly Ghost. He shows us how the Father 
loved us, even when we were widioot 
strength ; yea^ herein God cooaoiendeth his 
love towards us, in that while we were sin* 
ners and enemies, he gave his Son to live 
aadMie for us ; mirch more then, being now 
justified, we shall be saved from wrath, and 
brought to glory, through him. How does 
this commend and set off the love of God ! 
It is the first cause of all the graces here 
mentioned, and bestows them upon the most 
unworthy. Faith, justification by faith, ac- 
cess to God, standing in a justified state, re^ 
joicing in hope of glory, and rejoicing in the 
way to it, even in tribulations, because they 
exercise and improve patience, and put our 
graces to such trials^ as* convince us, that 
they are the true graces of the Holy Spirit, 
and that we shall never be ashamed of our 
hope in God. In tiiis golden chain of expe- 
rience, love is the uppermost link. It was 
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tbe first, and di^aws after it all the rest The 
free love of the Father gave his Son for us, 
and with him gave ns all things. The same 
love has now given his Spirit to us, and he 
has enabled us to know and to believe, that 
we are justified, have access to a reconciled 
God, stand accepted before him, &c. and 
that he is our loving God and Father in Je- 
sus. The sense of this warms the heart, and 
sweetly and powerfully influences the affec- 
tions to delight in, and to walk in love w ith 
such an exceedingly gracious and merciful 
God. 

In this delightful portion of Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit teaches us how he brings sinners 
to know that God loves them. It is by be- 
lieving in the righteousness and atonement of 
the Son of God. Heivce spring peace and 
bve-^—peace with God in the conscience, 
and love to God in the heart. There is an 
inseparable connexion between those ^ two 
graces. The one cannot exist without the 
other. Whoever knows the God of peace, 
will find that God is love : for being justifi- ^ 
ed by faith^ he will thereby see that God is 
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at peace with him ; and himself in a state of 
free acceptance before him : in which he 
shall stand and be kept safe, until he receive 
the promised glory. The hope of which will 
be confirmed by his daily experience of 
God's faithfulness, making all things, even 
tribulations, work together for his good in 
the M ay to glory : thus will the Holy Spirit 
satisfy him of the love of God to his soul. 
And the persuasion of his love begets love. 
It softens the hard heart. It wai^ms the cold 
heart. It works kindly upon all the affec- 
tions ; and by setting before them every pos- 
sible good to be enjoyed in their reconciled 
God, it mightily disposes them to seek their 
supreme happiness in walking humbly and 
closely with him. 

Attend, then, O my soul, to this Scripture. 
Meditate upon the experience of which it 
treats. Pray for it. Pray for more of it. And, 
above all, observe the great truth here taught 
thee by the Holy Ghost ; namely, that thon^ 
canst not have any true love of God, ;biit» 
what arises from the sense of* his • bfein^ ^fetv 
peaice with thee in Jesus.. O, beware -of 
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false teachers : for there id great reason: 
Many talk big of their loving God for hiy 
own inherent loveliness. A fundamental 
mistake. Mystics, Quakers, natural reli* 
gion men, dreaming metaphysicians, and the 
motley tribe of moralists and deists, pretend 
to love an absolute God, without viewing 
him in the covenant of grace, or as he has 
revealed himself in the incarnation of his 
Son. There has been no love of this kind 
in any heart upon earth for near six thou- 
sand years. Adam in paradise might love 
him thus. But when driven out of paradise 
for sin, he could love him so no more. The 
promised seed of the woman, the word made 
flesh, became then theobject of his faith, and 
the only ground of his hove. The scripture 
has clearly determined this — " We love him, 
because he first loved us — And in this was 
manifested the love of God towards us, be- 
cause that God sent his only-begotten Son in- 
to the world, that we might live through 
him." When the Holy Ghost has taught this 
love of God to sinners, and by believing has 
manifested it to their hearts ;. then they love 
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him upon christian principles ; and sinners oia- 
not love him upon any other. They love him 
for that infinite mercy which led him to send 
his only-begotten Son into the iivorld to finish 
the salvation of his people. They love him 
for sending the Holy Ghost to enable them to 
see the everlastingsufficiency of this salvation^ 
and to believe the record of God concerning 
it ; whereby they come to experience how 
much the Father loved them. This is hea- 
ven begun. The Father's love shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost, is the fore- 
taste of glory. Whoever enjoys it, has found 
what is more to be desired than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold, sweeter also than honey 
and the honeycomb. O, it is indeed heaven 
upon earth ! To preserve it, to improve it, 
is become the only study of the happy be- 
liever. The panting of his soul is after more 
of this love. The prayer of his faith is, " O 
thou eternal Spirit, help me so to walk with 
my most loving Father, as that I may main- 
tain peace with him in my conscience, and a 
growing loVe to him in my heart, until thou 
bring me to the eojoyment of everlasting 
peace and love." 
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The prayer of a righteous maa prevaileth 
much, being offered with energy. By the 
love of the Spirit it is answered. He not 
only preserves, but also increases his own 
graces. He leads the believer to fresh dis- 
coveries of the JFather's love, and puts him 
into possession of the exoeeding rich trea^ 
sures of it. He helps him to draw very strong 
arguments for the comfort of his heart from 
the perfect freeness of divine love. Thus 
he reasons — 

Although I am beset with temptations, and 

assaulted with corruptions, and in a world of 

troubles, yet I need not fear, but God will 

bring me safe through all : for I know he loves 

me. It is plain he does. I could never have 

loved him, unless he had first freely loved me. 

My love is only the reflection of his. I have 

been convinced of sin, but it was not from 

myself: the conviction was of God. I have 

been convinced of righteousness, and I put 

my whole trust in the righteousness of Jesus. 

He is the only ground of my hope. I now 

rest my soul upon the sure foundation^ which 

be hath laid. AskI this faith is not of mv- 
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self. It is the gift of God. I ascribe it 
to his sovereign grace, that I have been 
enabled to look upon the Father as recon- 
ciled to me, pardoning me through the blood- 
shedding of his Son, accounting me righteous 
through the obedience of his Son, and in him 
accepting, loving, and blessing me. How 
could I experience these things but by the 
power of the Holy Ghost? And for what 
did I deserve to experience them ? The rea- 
son must be found in the riches of his own 
free grace. — Did the father foresee any thing 
good in me, for which he chose me in his 
$on ? Was it for any worthiness of mine, that 
the Son vouchsafed to take flesh, and to liv^ 
mid die for me? Was it for any foreseen 
works, faithfulness, or diligence in means, 
that the Holy Ghost called me to know, to 
believe, and to enjoy the father's love through 
the Son's salvation ? O^ no. Away with;5uch 
thoughts. I dare claim nothing for mine 
own, but sin and shame. Not unto me, Lord, 
not unto fide, but unto thee be all the glory. 
It was the good pleasure of thine own will, 
which chose me before- the foundation of the 
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world, and accepted me in the belqved ; and 
now I know that thy counsels of old are 
faithfulness and truth. I experience the hap- 
py fruit and effect of tbeni. I am brought 
to believe in thee, and to love my Gqd and 
Father, which I am satisfied I could nev^r 
have done, if thy free love had not first pur* 
posed to save me, and now carried thy pur- 
poses into execution. To the praise of the 
glory of thy distinguishing grace, I am in 
possession of the things which accompany 
salvation. O give me more grace, tbftt I 
may daily make a better use of them, and 
may return thee better praisjB fpr thy frep 
gift of free grace. 

It is free, and it is also covenant love. 
This is another of its divine properties : God 
comm^ndeth his love towards the heirs of 
promise, by giving them full security fo/r its 
unchaogeabl^Qesfi. And this view the Holy 
Spirit opeps to them for the support of their 
fajth io tiiQ^s of trial. When they are walk- 
ing in darkne^S9 aad have no l^ht^ troubled 
on every side, without are fightings, within 
are fears, when in great heaviness through 
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failings in duty, through risings of corruption^ 
or through manifold temptations, then he dis* 
covers to them the treasures of covenant love, 
and enables them to draw rich consolation 
from that heavenly storehouse. An heir 
of promise under his teaching is often sup- 
ported in this way — " It is true, I am in 
trouble, but not forsaken. What if every 
thing I have and am in myself makes against 
me, yet God is on my side, a covenant God : 
for I believe the eternal Three entered into 
covenant before all worlds, and with manifold 
wisdom ordered all things relating to the 
heirs of promise. For their sakes, and to 
end all strife in their consciences about the 
certainty of their salvation, it pleased the 
blessed Trinity to enter into covenant, and 
to confirm their covenant by oath ; thus giv- 
ing them two immutable things to trust in^ 
in which it is impossible for God to lie. O, 
how strengthening to faith is this view of the 
unchangeableness of covenant love ! If it be 
but a man's covenant, being properly signed 
and sealed, no one disannuUeth or addeth 
thereto. And who shall disannul or add to 
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the covenant of the Trinity ? The creature 
cannot. God will not. His purpose of 
bringing many sons to glory is unalterably 
fixed in his own mind, and in order to make 
it a sure ground for their faith, he confirmed 
his immutable covenant by his immutable 
oath. On this security I rest my soul. A 
covenant God has enabled me to trust in his 
covenant engagements. Hence I see every 
thing relating to my salvation absolutely cer- 
tain in the counsel and covenant of God ; and 
I look upon my faith to be one of the effects 
of my being in the covenant. And faith, as a 
covenant gift, is an immutable gift. What a 
blessing is it, that the gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance ! It has been 
given me on the behalf of Christ to believe. 
And is not this from covenant love ? What 
else could bring me to trust in covenant faith- 
fulness ? Therefore by believing 1 have im- 
mutable things to depend upon for the cer- 
tainty of my salvation. Upon them would 
I stay my soul, as well as I may, and fix my 
heart upon them. O that I could bring more 
glory to my coveoant God, by trusting him 
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M ith unshaken confidence ! His love to me 
demands it at my hands. His love contrived 
the plan of salvation. Love provided every 
thing needful to carry it into execution. The 
evidence which he has given of this, was from 
the overflowings of love. His word of pro* 
mise, ratified by covenant, confirmed by oath, 
the oath of the holy, blessed, and glorious Tri- 
nity, made to satisfy the heirs of promise of 
the immutability of the divine will concerning 
them — O w^iat miracles of love are these ! 
And all to assure them, that the he^rt of Je- 
hovah is invariably towards them for good ! 
Yes, Lord, this is the great love wherewith 
thou lovest me. And this is the evidence of 
love. Thou hast brought me to believe it, and 
to put somehonour upon it. I desire to trust to 
thy covenant engagements without wavering. 
Establish, strengthen, settle my faith. In- 
crease it from day to day, that I may grow in 
the knowledge and experience of that love 
which passeth knowledge. For, 

It is a free covenant, and also everlast- 
ing love. This is another of its most glor 
rious j)roperties. His love knows neither be- 
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ginning nor end. It iis without variableness^ 
or shadow of turning. The heart of God is 
always one and the same towards his chosen 
people : for he loveth them freely. The mo- 
tives to it were all in, and from his own breast. 
The covenant was distinguishing love, secur- 
ed to the heirs of promise by the most so- 
lemn engagements. And this crowns all. 
His love is of the same date with the cove- 
nant—not only before all worlds, but also 
from eternity. Therefore it is frequently 
called in scripture an everlasting covenant, 
and covenant-love is said to be according 
to the eternal purpose, which he had pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord ; whereby, 
before the foundations of the world were 
laid, he hath constantly decreed by his coun- 
sel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and 
damnation those whom he hath chosen in 
Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by 
Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels 
made to honour. Here is a never-failing 
source of comfort to a believing heart. Me- 
ditate, O my soul, upon it Consider, what 
God hath done for thee, and give him the 
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glory of his precious love. Ha§ he not call- 
ed thee by his Spirit, working in thee in due 
season ? Hast thou not obeyed the call ? 
Dost thou not depend upon the finished 
work of God thy Saviour? Art thou not 
justified freely by faith in him ? Art thou not 
seeking daily to mortify the works of the flesh, 
and thy earthly members, and that thy mind 
may be drawn up to high and heavenly things? 
Certainly these are good proofs of the pur- 
poses of the Father's love towards thee : be- 
cause these are the happy effects of his pur- 
poses, now taking place in thy soul. O! 
how greatly should this consideration esta- 
blish and confirm thy faith of eternal salva- 
tion to be enjoyed by Christ, and thereby 
kindle thy love towards God. He has, in- 
deed, drawn thee by the sweet attraction of 
his Spirit unto himself, and he has explained 
to thee the motive for his so doing — " Yea, 
I have loved thee with an everlasting love ; 
tlierefore with loving- kindness have I drawn 
thee." His love, discovered to thee in time, 
is the fruit of his love before time : for the one 
is the effect of the other. If Igve had not b^en 
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always in his heart towards thee, thy heaiir 
could never have been drawn in love to him; 
But he has drawn if. And thou art seeking 
to have it drawn more closely to him. Is it 
not thy daily wish ? O for more love to my 
gracious Father — what a love has he shown 
to me— what a free, covenant, everlasting 
love ! And yet, alas ! what poor returns do I 
nmke him ? Holy Spirit of love ! raise and 
exalt my affections, and let the . considera- 
tion of the wonderful love of my heavenly 
Father to me increase mine to him, and let 
mine abound yet more and more in know- 
ledge, and in all sensible experience. 

The Holy Spirit, who is the great teacher 
and manifester of the Father's love, has re- 
vealed these properties of it in scripture, for 
the establishment of the faith of the children 
of God. He would have them believe assu- 
redly, that God is their Father, not in name 
only, but in deed and in truth ; that he has 
the bowels of the tenderest parent, and that 
he freely, fully, everkstingly loves them in 
his dear Son. As he loves him, so he loves 
them. He ertibraces the head and the mem- 



bers with thfe same affection. And because 
they can liardly believe this in times of trial 
and trouble, the Holy Spirit would satisfy 
their hearts of it, by discovering to them the 
unchangeableness of their Father's love, as 
it has been manifested in the divine co- 
venant, and confirmed with the divine 
oath. In both which, the witness of the 
Father to his children is given in this man- 
ner — I have freely loved you, I have engag- 
ed to love you, and I will ever be mindful 
of my covenant engagements — as I live, 
saith the Lord, I will love you unto the end 
— yea, I will bless you with all spiritual and 
eternal blessings in Christ Jesus — what he, 
your elder brother, is now in glory, that will 
my love make you — the mountains shall 
depart, and the hills shall be removed, but 
my kindness shall not depart from you, 
neither. shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
you. 

These ai;e. faithful sayings, and worthy erf 
all acceptation. O evil heart ot unbelief! what 
pretei^e hast thou tp r^ison against the truth 
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of them r O ye of little faith, wherefore do ye 
doubt of receiving the goodness of them ? 
Your Father is not a man, that he should lie^ 
neither the ton of man, that he should alter 
his purpose. Hath he said, and shall he not 
do it P Or hath he spoken, and shall he tiot 
make it good ? Yes, the purpose of his hearty 
spoken with his mouth, shall be made good 
with his ahn : all his perfections stand en^^ 
gliged to establish bis faithful word, and 
therefore it is a safe ground to build and to 
rest upon. Trusting to it, the believer mdy 
boldly claim the promised blessings of his 
Father's love; and with a hope that will 
never make him ashamed, he may expect k 
Rowing enjoyment of its free covenant and 
eternal blessings. 

Well then, O my soul ! thoti hast fcbhsidera 
ed the subject. What are thy sentiments of 
the love of the Father ? Are they feuch as 
the scripture teaches ? Take hieed iof error; 
A little mistake here will have direadful ^ 
fects upon thy %alk. Do&t thou believe^ 
l^t thou3 coming to the Fathet, through 

fiuth in the life mud deadi of his co-equal 
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Son, art pardoned and justified before him, 
and that this thy coming to the Father, 
through the Son, is from the grace of the 
Spirit ? Therefore, the Three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, do witness to thy being an/ 
object of covenant love. Does this witness 
keep thy conscience quiet, and thy h^eart hap- 
py? Canst thou plead it against guilt and feai', 
and maintain the influence of it in dark and 
trying times? The love of thy heavenly Father 
is immutable : dost thou experience it to be 
so? It is everlasting. Canst thou depend upon 
it as such ? It has provided all blessings for 
thee in Jesus : art thou receiving them out 
of bis fulness, grace for grace ? It is proposed 
to thy faith in John xvii. and in Eph. iii. as a 
never-failing spring of consolation. Read and 
try, whether thou art practically acquainted 
with what is there written. Examine the cha- 
racter of the Father's love, and be assured, 
what is not agreeable to it, is not the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. His office in thy soul 
is to witness to what he has revealed in the 
scripture, to explain it to thine understandings 
t9 make it the ground of thy faith, and the 
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enjoyment of thy heart. Dost thou then un- 
derstand, and believe, and enjoy the Father's 
love, according to what the Holy Spirit has 
testified of it ? 

Perhaps thou art clear in thine understand- 
ing, but through the weakness of thy faith, 
hast but little enjoyment of the love of God. 
Why is thy faith weak ? Search into the cause, 
(depend upon it, God is not the cause,) and 
having discovered it, inquire into the remedy. 
There is provision made in the covenant for 
all the infirmities of thy faith : for it was well 
ordered in all things and sure, and thy faith 
was well ordered and sure — ^infallible securi-. 
ties were provided in the covenant to make it 
sure. That thou shouldst have it, that thou 
shouldst keep it, and keep it too unto the end, 
the blessed Trinity have engaged, by their 
immutable counsel, and their immutable 
oath. Therefore, thou art now kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation. 
The power of God, which is thy keeper, has 
given thee faith, and keeps thy faith, that it 
fail not. Thou and it are well kept. A 
covenant God has the charge of both. Al- 
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inighty love watches over thee, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms. Till these 
fail, thy faith cannot fail. O what powerful 
motives are these to induce thee to believe 
without wavering ! Consider them carefully. 
And may the Lord render them the means 
of strengthening thy faith, and of thereby 
enabling thee to cleave more closely in love 
to thy heavenly Father, 

It may be, thou art hindered from living 
by unshaken faith, because thou hast so lit- 
tle love to God — he ought to have all thy 
heart and soul, and mktd, and strength, but it 
grieves thee to observe what a small part he 
has of them. This view is always hmnbling. 
Our love, at best, is not what it ought to be. 
It is not constant : it ebbs and flows. It is not 
perfect: the flesh lusteth always contrary 
to the Spirit. It is not what God deserves, 
as payment for love received : who will com- 
pute the full value of his love to one redeem- 
ed sinner? On earth it surpasseth know- 
ledge. In heaven it surpasseth all returns of 
praise. The highest love of glorified saints 
is only acknowledgment, but not payment. 
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They are perfectly humble, and therefor© 
willing that God should have all the glory 
of their salvation* To him they ascribe it 
The same mind in thee would refine thy love, 
and make it something like theirs. When 
thou art considering thy love to God, and 
ashamed at the sight of it, then look at his. 
Look especially at his, when thine is little. 
Believing views of his, will increase thine. 
Thine has nothing else to excite it, or to 
nourish it. Thou art not called upon to 
warm thyself with the sparks of thy love to 
God, but with the pure constant flame of 

• 

his love to thee. His is to keep, up thine. ' 
His is the first cause, and thine is but the 
effect. The experience of his, will heal all 
the infirmities of thine. When thy love is 
little, unsettled, cold, and dull, then study 
the divine properties of his: these rightly 
understood will increase, settle, warm, and 
actuate thine affections. By believing medi- 
tation thou wilt find a pardon provided for 
thy little love : the sense of it will comfort 
thy conscience.. Thy heart will grow hot 

within thee : while thou art masing, the fire 
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Uill kindle. It will break out Thou willf 
speak with thy tongue praise and thanksgiv- 
ing to thy loving God and Father. 

Thou art willing then, O my soul, and 
ready to set X)ut to follow thy God. Under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, thou hast 
chosen him for thy portion, and in a X!onstant 
dependence upon his grace, thou hast taken 
his way for thy daily walk. How great is 
the love, wherewith he loveth thee ! Survey 
it. Measure, if thou canst, the dimensions 
of it in thine own particular case. The 
more thou art acquainted with it, the rea- 
dier wilt thou be to give him all the glory 
of it, and to make such acknowledgments as 
these : 

I speak the truth in Christ, I He not ; my 
conscience bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost, that being justified by faith, I have 
found peace and. free access to a reconciled 
God. We are agreed, and now I desire to 
walk with him. He is my Father in Jesus, 
and I know he has bowels of the tenderest 
affection for me. I ought not, it would be 
fcase in me, to question it, since he has shed 
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his love abroad in my heart by the Holy 
Ghost; wrho has made me of one mind, of one 
heart, and pf one way i with himself. His. way 
is become mine : for he has reconciled me to 
it, by causing me to see that he ha^'chosen mc 
freely, as an object ^of his electing love, that 
he gave his Son to finish salvation work for 
me, and that he has now given his Spirit to 
me, who has called me, and given me ears to 
hear, who has bestowed on me faith and hope, 
and has enabled me to look upon theses as 
fruits of the Father's cov^iant grace, and 
everlasting favour, O what exceeding riches 
of Jove are these! If I would declare and 

speak of them, they :are more than can be 
numbered. What am I, that I should beac- 
cepted in the beloved ? His Father is mine. 
He sees me, loves me ; yea, blesses me in hini. 
My title is clear to all spiritual' blessings,- be- 
cause God, being my God 'in Jesus, all things 
are mine. He will make them all work to^ 
gether for my good. He that with-held not his 
own Son, but gave him for me, how shall he 
not, with him, freely give me all thingjj? 
Having his free grants of them in the wordjof 
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pt*omae^ and trusting to his faithfulness, I have 
set out to walk with my divine Friend and Fa- 
ther, hoping to enjoy his loving presence all 
the way to heaven. I would not aim at getting 
any new title to his love, but to have new 
enjoyment. Every day I am seeking for more 
knowled^, and for more experience of his 
abundant love to me in his beloved Son. And 
for this end, I would walk close with him in 
his way — ^not to buy his love ; it is inestimable 
—not to merit it ; free grace and merit can- 
hot stand together — not that I may deserve it 
for my walk, but may freely receive it of 
him in my wailk — not that he may give it me 
for walking with him; but that in walking 
with him, I may enjdy what he has already 
given me. His love is a free gift. I would^ 
by faith^ enjoy it in time, as I hope, by sense, 
to enjoy it in eternity. Whatever blessing, 
strength, victory, or comfort, I stand in need 
of, I look to the fulness which be has laid up 
in Jesus, and from thence I receive it. I 
read my title to it, and I take possession of 
it, for nothing done in me or by me, now or 
at any other time, but only in aiid for the 
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free grace of his Father and my Father. 
While I can live thus by simple faith, I find 
I am enabled to go on well. The sense of 
his free, covenant, everlasting love, keeps my 
heart happy, and makes walking with him my 
delight. O that he may enable me to press 
forward^ that I may hold my confidence, and 
the rejoicing of hope, steadfast unto the end! 
And why need I doubt of it, since he has 
rne in his keeping? His love has bound it- 
self to me by covenant engagements, which 
are my full security for what he has declared 
— " I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee." 

These desires, I am persuaded, are from 
thee, O Father of Mercies. I could never 
have sought my happiness in thy love, un- 
less thou hadst first loved me. O, grant me 
then the desires of my heart. What thy 
good Spirit has put me upon seeking, let me, 
by his grace, find continually. He has ma- 
nifested to me thy perfect reconciliation to 
thy people, through the life and death of Je- 
sus. It has been given me on his behalf, to 
believe this. I have, therefore, taken thee 
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for my God and my portion; and I would 
so walk with thee, as to obtain a growing 
knowledge and experience of thy love. For 
this cause I bow my knees unto thee, Holy 
Father. O hear and answer the prayer of 
faith. Give me grace to walk with thee in 
love, all the way to glory. I ask it in the 
name of Jesus : for thou art the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named. One 
Father, one family, one love. Thou receiv- 
est all thy children, whether in heaven or 
earth, into the same near relation, and em- 
bracest them with the same dear affection in 
thy beloved Son. O what a mercy is this ! 
Blessed, for ever blessed be thy fatherly love, 
which chose me to be of thy family, and which 
has brought me to know that I am a child of 
God, by faith in Christ Jesus. I tliank thee 
•for giving me the desire to live as such, and 
to walk worthy of my high calling. O grant 
me, then, according to the riches of thy glory, 
(out of thine infinite treasury of grace, and 
to the praise of the glory of thy grace,) to be 
.strengthened with might by thy Spirit in the 
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inner man. He is the promise of the Father. 
All thy children have their new birth, and 
every faculty of the new man from him ; and 
by the working of his mighty power, they 
are kept, as well as renewed, day by day : 
for without him they can do nothing. Of this 
he has thoroughly convinced me. I know I 
cannot call thee Father, nor believe in thee, 
nor love thee, but by thy Spirit. O my God ! 
strengthen me effectually by his grace in the 
inner man, for every purpose of spiritual life. 
Whatever he has engaged to do in thy chil- 
dren, let him do it in me ; that through his 
presence and power, Christ may dwell in my 
heart by faith. O let him continually discover 
to me mine interest in Christ, and open to me 
the exceeding riches of thy love in him. Holy 
Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, 
that I may know for certain, Christ is one with 
me, and I am one with him ; and may there- 
by be able to maintain constant fellowship 
with him — he dwelling in me, and I in him. 
O may I thus live continually by the faith of 
the Son of God, depending always for ac- 
ceptance with thee upon his atonement and 
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his righteousness ; and so may find the happy 
fruit of his prayer to thee — " O, righteous 
Father, I have declared to my disciples thy 
name, and will declare it, that the love, 
wherewith thoti lovest me, may be in them^ 
and I in them." Thou didst hear ; thou hast 
answered, times out of numberj the request of 
thy beloved Son. Lord God, answer it to 
me. Let me rejoice in thy love, and find it 
to be the same to me, as to him. Let thy 
good Spirit root me and grouiid me in the 
knowledge of thy love to me in Jesus. O 
grant me to be deeply footed in the experi- 
ence of it, that my faith, forking by love, 
may bring forth much fruit to thy gloryj and 
I may become so grounded in love, as to 
i^tand unshaken, like a house built upon a 
fock, against every attack made tlpon my 
love to thee. O toy God and Father, my 
heart is tiaked and open to thee. Thou know- 
est the secrets of it. Thou seest how fervently 
I pray for the abiding presence of the Holy 
Spirit. My prayer comes from a feeling sense 
of my want of him ; and from a dependence 
on thy promise to give the Spirit to them that 



s&krvhim. LcH*d^ I ask. Grant mc to be 
strengthened* by him^ with every needful gift 
and grace in the inner man. Send him to ma- 
nifest plainer and plainer my union with Jesus, 
in order to my keeping up communion with 
him : that having him dwelling in my heart 
by faith, I may be so established in the expe- 
richee' of thy love to me in him, as to be able 
to comprehend with all saints, what is that 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height 
of thy love. All the saints comprehend it. 
But the saints below less than they above. 
And some of tJkem below comprehend more 
than othersi I know but little ; O my God,, 
increase my knowledge of thy love in Jesus. 
Whereunto I have attained, establish me ; and 
keep me pressing forward for clearer disco- 
veries of it. *Help me to survey it, so far as 
faith is able, in its most glorious dimensions, 
and to praise thee for mine experience of its 
rich merciiss.' Holy. Father, teach me still 

more by thy spirit of the boucidleSs fr^euesv 
and of the endless fulness of tby love-r— let me 
know thy love in Christ,. wfaiobipas.s^tb knovv*- 

le4ge. Althottghi J .fiannot knijw jt.af lit is, 
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my iimited understanding being &ica(mbte ef 
measuring the infinity of thy lovd, yet for this 
very reason let me be daily studyint; to knoir 
more of it — growing up into Chrbt Jesus by 
faith-^abouoding in hope by the power of the 
Holy GlK>st — ^and increasing in the love of 
God. Holy, blessed, and glorious Trirtity, 
let me thus partake of the fulness of grace be^ 
low, grace for grace, till I partake of the ful- 
ness of glory above — that I may be filled with 
b11 the fulness which is of God, with whidb 
thou hast promised to fill thy children in earth 
and heaven. O magnify thy love towards me 
according to its greatness, and not according 
to my deserts, or to my prayers. I know 
thou canst do exceeding abundantly above all 
that I can ask or think, according to the pow- 
er that worketh effectually in ihe. Thy pow- 
er engaged to act for me is the support of 
my faith, and mine encouragement in -my 
prayen. It is an infinite and almighty pow^ 
er, which has graciously begun, and has hi- 
therto prosperously carried on the good wotk 
in my soul.- To it all things are possible. 
I^ixl forbid I shotrld doubt bf thy granting 
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the petitions, M^h{^ I have been offering up 
unto thee in thy Son's name. That which 
thou hast promised, thou art able also to per- 
form. O my God and Father, set thy pow^ 
er to work more efFectually in me. Let the 
Spirit of might enlarge my thoughts of, and 
my faith in, thy precious love. Let me ex- 
perience daily, how much more thou art able 
to do, than I have yet obtained; to give, 
than I have yet asked ; to increase, than I 
have yet ^ thought. And whatever increase 
thou givest, may it draw out mine affections 
in greater love to thee, and to thy ways, and 
so be the means of bringing more glory to 
thee. For thy love in Jesus, the whole fa- 
mily in heaven and earth is ascribing honour 
and praise. Accept my thanks, holy Father, 
together with theirs. To thee be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 
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CHAP. IV, 

 

The Believer goes on successfully^ while he 
walks by faith in a constant depefidence 
upon his reconciled God^ and loving Fa- 
ther, 

i HE leading principle upon which he sets 
out is this. God is my God and Father. He 
is perfectly reconciled unto me, and my con- 
science is at peace with him, through faith in 
his beloved Son. He loves me in him. He 
has manifested it plainly to me, and now my 
heart would cleave to him as mv most tender 
parent. I would rest in my love to him, as he 
rests in his love to me. It is entirely through 
the grace of the eternal Spirit, that I have 
been enabled thus to believe in- the finished 
work of Jesus, and to experience tlie Father's 
love in him. By which means I have been sa** 
tisfied of the love of the ever- blessed Trinity 
to my soul. Father, Son, and Spirit, have co- 
venanted to make me an heir of God, and a 
Joint heir with Christ : from my belief and ex- 
perience of these truths, I have been enabled 
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to choose God for my jportion. His ^iU is be- 
come mine. His appointed way is my course ; 
and now I desire to walk with him, as to main-* 
tain in my conscience the peace of God, arid 
in tny heart the love of God. I do not expect 
any new title to these inestimable graces. 
My claim is good and valid under Christ I 
would not disparage it, by supposing that my 
close walk with God was to make any atone* 
ment for my sins, or to be the least part of 
my justifying righteousness. I have these al- 
ready, and perfectly too, in Jesus. The en- 
joyment of them is the thing t want. I am 
seeking for more of that peace with, tad love 
to, the Father, to which I am entitled in his 
Son. His fulnessy the fulness of him that filleth 
alt in all, is mine. A free grant of it has passed 
in the court of heaven, has been revealed in 
the record of truth, and I, by believing, have 
accepted the.grant I am in possession of its 
privileges, and am enjoying its blessings. On 
the fulness of Jesus I live this day. Out of it 
I hope to be receiving every grace, wMch I 
shall wftqt for my safe aaad happy walk with 

his father^ and my Father. Bless the Lord^ 

9* 
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O tny soul, for what thou knowest and hast 
experienced of bis abundant grace : H^hicb has 
enabled thee thus to walk with thy »rtconciled 
God and loving Father. This day thou art 
called upon to maintain peace with him in thy 
conscience, and love to him in Ihy heart > 
peace like his, flowing from the sense of hi& 
being, perfectly reconciled to. thee — love like 
his, the happy fruit of his unchangeable love 
to thee. Whatever thou meetest wi tli an : thy. 
work or warfare, ought not to lessen, but 
ought to exercise and to improve those graces. 
Never forget that he is thy God — the God of 
peace. He stands related to thee in the dearest 
and most indissoluble bond of love. He is tbv 
Father in Jesus. Keep the sense of this always 
fresh upon thy mind, and thy steps, will be 
ordered aright Nothing will be able to stop 
thee in tlie way to heaven, or to seduce thee 
out of it; but every thing will bring thee for-. 
wtifd. : Whilst thou canst maintain. peace 
and love, thou wilt go on prosperously against 
guilt and jself->righteousness ; against th&^iles 
and'asdaultS'pf thy spiritual foes, against th^ 
^][)QrJi(l ^hich lieth iti.wdckedneds^hand' against 
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eveiy inward and outward trial, Tlie I,ord 
being on thy side, all these shall work to- 
gether undet him for thy good, and they shall 
be the means of making, thee walk safely in: 
the way, and of bringiag thee happily tolUhe 
^d of it. The apostle has given us the. 
whole plan in few words-r-" We wAtii,"- 
says he, ^' by faith, and. not by sight."* 
We direct our christian course by believing,; 
and not by seeing. Faith is to us the evi-: 
sdenee' of things not seen, and the ground 
of our hoping to enjoy them. We believe: 
upon the autliority of God's word, that they^ 
are what he describes them to be : for feith,* 
as a grace of the Spirit, consists in givingr 
ciiedit to what God says. If it -be a truth: 
proposed to the ; understanding, faith xeHes- 
upon the' infallibte .word. If it be'a promise^ 
faith depends, upon; the. arm of God -to toake' 
it goodc >And whatever Mlia^ pj:oiniied>; 
faith>(wb€|i it is as it should be,) does not^ 
stagger at diflficulti^s, but jests fliJlyipersuad;-; 
ed, /that what God hath.promised,*he4sableT 
also lOMpferfornij Eaith^looks-at.tl^e/Mvwrdl 
spakeb>Min0 roveriobk9ii9<feii)(ingtiiniQ)b9&ibi4 
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liries : Thus saith the Lord — that is 
etwugh for faith — fuH of satisfying evidence: 
for It knows, that to speak and to do are 
the same thing with an unchangeable God. 

Hofv' many errors in judgnient, and conse- 
quent mistakes in practice, prevail at this daj^, 
chiefly arising from confounding faith with it* 
fruits ; and from not distinguishing betweea 
the word of God believed, and what will 
follow upon believing it aright. Thus soine 
make assurance to be of the essence of faith ; 
others make appropriation, and many make 
it consist in an impression upon the mind, 
that Christ loved me, and gave hhnself for 
me. These are fruits;, what faith should pro^ 
duce, but n6t what it is. These are effects 
of faith working, and . not definitions of the 
nature of faith. A believer should be ex- 
horted to make his calling and election sure : 
for it is biB privilege. He ought to give all 
diligence to attain assurance, to appropriate 
Christ with all his blessings to himself, and 
to-be clearly persuaded that Christ loved 
him, and" gave himself fdr him; These are 
Messed ^liits of believing. May God ^ve 



his people more of them. But then the tree 
must be before the fruits, and the fruits grow 
upon the tiee. Faith is first, md faith de- 
rives its being from believing the word of 
God, and all its« fruits are continued acts of 
believing. And when you hear of believing; 
do you not always think of something spo^ 
ken ? You cannot separate these two in your 
mind.! Something has been said and propo- 
sed to you before your belief can be calledf 
for. If nothing has /been said, belief has no 
exercise. FaitB and the word of God, there- 
fore, are related, as the effect and the cause:' 
because faith cometh by hearing, and bearing 
by the word of God.- What God hath 8po-» 
ken in his word demands belief from all that 
hear it. When faiiii cometh by hearing it,* 
then we assent to the truth of .what God has. 
said, and we rely Upon ibis, faithfulness to 
make good what he has promised. . Assur-* 
ance is this faith grown to its. full stature : 
but we are not born six feet high. Appro- 
priation is a very comfortable acting of faith, 
when a man is persuaded of his interest in 
covenant mercies : and, from what he theiji 
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feds, can «ay, Christ loved me, ahd gave 
himself for me ; but he has not this t^omfort 
in times of heairiness ; he may be walking 
in darkness and having no light ; yea, in the 
hidings vf the Lord's countenance, and yet 
even then he may. trust simply ta what God 
bath spoken ; which is true faith, and more 
exalted faith, than that which draws its evi* 
dence from its appropriating acts and its 
present experience. The more a man trusts 
to sense, the less he lives by faith : for sen^^ 
sible feelings are not faith. Impressions arc 
*not believing. I see the sun; I hear a sound; 
1 feel an object : faith has no place in these 
instances. Its essence is believing and trust- 
ing what God hath spoken. If his word be 
believed, and by believing, the consei^ice 
find peace, and the heart joy : these are joy 
and peace jn believing. They come from be- 
lieving; are its eflfedts ; and no more enter 
into the essence of faith, than comfortable 
feelings do into the essence of a man. He is 
as truly a man, when miserable, as he is 
when coftjfortable* 
These mistakes should be carefully guarded 
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si^unst, beeauBe they are diiefty pernicious ta 
tiie childr^ df God ; who are kept by them 
from growing up into assurance^ into appro-* 
priation, and into the sensible 'experiaice o£ 
God's love to them in Christ Jeisus: They 
are puzzled — they are misled, by being told 
Ihat they have no faith, if they have no as- 
surance, &c. They examine themselves, but 
cannot find any such faith. This discour- 
ages them. They are tempted to-tbink they 
tfflve no true faith, because they have not 
what certain persons talk of. But if they 
would adhere strictly to the word of God, 
and would take their ideas from it, they 
would see how simple and plain a thing be- 
lieving is, arid would soon be satisfied that 
they were true believers. Which conviction 
would have many blessed effects, especially 
these-^te would put them upon seeking for 
an increase of faith, and upon expecting the 
proper fruits* of faith. What nourishes faith, 
ripens them: for they cannot be produ- 
ced so long H9 persons are doubtful whether 
they bdrve any faith at all. They would see 
how desirable it is to believe without doubt ot 



^wftviering; what, ibonour it puts tipon God'a 
word ; what comfort. it brings to than. Andb 
they would be waiting ii> the appointed tnean^ 
for grace to maintain, for grace to improve 
their faith, that they may be going on from' 
faith to faith. While this was their end and 
aim, faith in act and exercise, maintained and 
improved, would bring in daily growing evi- 
dence of their being indeed partakers of the 
faith of God's elect. Living by faith, walk- 
ing by faith, would demonstrate to them 
their spiritual life and walk, as plainly as 
natural life and walk can be demonstrated 
by any outward actions. 

Here is great need, O my soul, to read the 
vScripture,and to pray for the spirit of wisdom. 
Read, .pray much, lest thou shouldest err con- 
cerning the faith. Every error will be a stum- 
bling block in the way of thy holy wulk, and 
make thee tired of it, or seduce- thee out of 
it. Let it be one of thy daily petitions— JLord, 
save me from all mistakes concerning the 
feith of the G ospel ; and let the word Of God, 
by whioii f^ith cometh and groweth, betby dai- 
ly study.. This is thy present bU8ine;y. Now- 



9^t but, trustbg to what God hath spoken, 

^nd relying on what he bath promised. On 

this principle proceed, as it is laid down l>y 

the apostle, CoL ii. 6. " As ye have, therefore^ 

receive Christ Jesus the I-ord, so walk ye 

in him." He is expressing his joy at his he^ 

holding their order, and the steadfastness of 

their faith in Christ, and he would teach them 

how to maintain their faitii throughout their 

christian course. How did you receive Christ 

at first ? Was it not by believing ? Receiving 

Christ, and believing in him, are, in John i. 

12. supposed to mean the same thing. And in 

John xvii. 20, 21. our Lord says — "That 

they who believe in him through the word, 

are one with him. Christ, then, is received by 

faith ; and by the same faith, by the belief of 

the same wwd of God, we walk in him, so as 

to be rooted, and grounded, and established 

in the ^th. Our walk is in him, not any thing 

distant from him ; but is the effect of union 

with him. By him we live, in him we walk 

--^rooted in him, we grow, as a branch in 

the vine —built up in him, we are fi^ed as 9 

building on a sure ibnndation ; and, thereb}'^ 

10 
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we become established and strengthened ia 
the faith. Every step we take is by faith ; by 
the same faith wherewith Christ was received. 
He must be received always, as he was receiv* 
ed once. There is no change of object, and 
there must be no change of faith, but the same 
continiied trust on his word, and the same de- 
pendence on his promised strength. We never 
set out to walk with a reconciled God, till we 
are one with Christ by faith, and know our 
union with him, and our walk is in conse- 
quence of this. If we go on at all, it is by com- 
munion with him. We can receive only out 
of his fulness, grace for grace, to make us 
willing and able to go forward. Our fellow- 
ship with him is in every part, and in every 
moment of our walk ; and this is as necessary 
as our fellowship with the air and elements 
of this world is to every thing that concerns 
our natural walk. Our wisdom to guide our 
l^teps, our progress in the way, our courage 
and strength, our warfare and victory, every 
grace and every blessing is received by faith, 
and is the effect of our communion with Je- 
hovah Jesus. We trust in his word, we re« 
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ly on his arm, we wait on his faitfafulnes^y 
and so go forward ; for he makes good what 
he had promised to give us in our walk, which 
confirms the peace of God — establishes our 
hearts in the love of God — increases our 
faith — and thereby makes our daily walk 
more comfortable to us^ and more glorious to 
him. 

But if faith consist in believing and trusting 
the word of God, it may be inquired, how 
shall we know the difference between true and 
false — between dead and living faith. It may 
be known from the cause. The fruit of the 
Spirit is faith. He produces it. It is his gift, 
bestowed by his operation — continued by 
his power — increased by his blessing — ^and 
carried on to the end, by his never leaving 
nor forsaking his own work. And he makes it 
kno^n to be his. He gives eyes to see it, 
and hearts to acknowledge it. Therefore, the 
apostle says of them who have received the 
Spirit of God, that they know the things 
which are freely given to them of God ; by 
faith thev both know the reality, and also 
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taste the sweetness of those free sifts of free 
grace. 

It may be known from the effects. Dead 
^faith brings forth nothing. Living faith is 
firuitiul. It produces a hearty trust in the 
truth of what God hath spoken, and a quiet 
reliance on the faithfulness of what God hath 
promised. It gives him credit for the finished 
salvation of his son, and puts honour upon 
his record concerning it ; whereby peace is 
received into the conscience, and Jove into 
the heart. Upon which there follows a 
settled dependence upon this reconciled God 
and loving Father, for the fulfilling of every 
promise, and this is improved by daily eJC- 
perience. He that trusteth in the Lord, is 
never confounded. God is faithful. His 
promises cannot fail. Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him. The Lord God will be u 
sun and shield unto him : the Lord will give 
him grace and glory. 

As for the hypocrites, it is not so with 
them. The Holy Spirit was not the author 
of their faith. It was a fancy of their own. 
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formed in their heiids withoiU ^py warrant 
from God. There wa^ no life in it, and no 
living elSects from it. There w^s the form, 
and nothing more. They made a profe8si«»3, 
but never came to any enjoyment. They 
had no vital union^ and therefore they eoulfl 
not have any real communion with Christ* 
They could not, ae the apostle expresses H^ 
walk IN him ; and, therefore, in the hour of 
temptation they fell away^ and came to no- 
tbiiig. Take heed, t then, O my soul, of 
mistakes. Examine, carefully, of what sort 
thy faith is. Bring it to the standard oi 
scripture ; and see what went befwe believ- 
ing — see whether thou dost now, from thy 
lieart, believe what God hath spokfsn — wait 
for the effects. Dost tlK)u so trust his word, 
as to take him for thy God and thy portion? 
Art thou walking with him ? And art thou 
d^^ending on him to bestow the promised 
graces and blessings on thee in thy walk ? If 
tlus be thine experience, thou art set out 
weH ; go on. Remanber where every thing 
relating to thy walk is to be had. The Fa- 
ther's love has laid it up all in the Son's fol- 

10* 
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ness, and it is the office of the Holy Spirit to 
teach thee how to receive out of it grace for 
grace. He teaches by his word. With this in 
thy hand, and his light in thine understanding, 
read and study what he has promised thee 
for thy safe, happy, and holy walk. Take 
no step without the direction of his word; 
and expect at every step that he will make 
good to thee what he has promised. Thoa 
wilt very soon find the necessity of this de- 
pendence upon him : ibr ere thou hast well 
begun thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to 
exercise thy faith, and to put it to trial. Thou 
wilt meet with many things in thee averse to 
this holy walk ; and many more to distress 
thee in it. The body of sin, the old man, 
the flesh, with all its affections and lusts, are 
still in thee. It is of their nature to be lust- 
ing, and to be always putting forth some of 
their filthy motions, in order to draw thee to 
walk after the flesh, and not after the Spirit. 
The tempter helps them all he can. He 
know6 how to improve them to his own in- 
terest : and if, firom what is passing within 
thee^ there be a sight and sense of sin, then 



 !  
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if he can get thee to look at it in hi& view, 
he will act upon thy legal and self-righteous 
tempers, and will inject such vile insinua- 
tions as these against the Lord^ and against 
his Christ — 

How is it that I am yet the subject of sin ? 
It is still in me. It cleaves to me as the flesh 
to my bones, and it mixes so with my duties, 
that I cannot perform them without it." I 
sometimes fear I am nothing but sin. When 
I attempt to walk with God, ere I set out, 
something evil arises within me, and stops 
me. Some proud, unbelieving thought, some 
sensual affection, some worldly disposition, 
some corruption or other is ever at hand to 
hinder my course. What then must I think 
of myself? I scarce know what Things, I 
see, do not grow better. I have been long 
hoping for it ; but I find there still dwelleth 
no good thing in me : so that I am ahnost 
ready to question the truth of my grace, and 
it is with great difficulty I can keep up any 
peace in my conscience. 

When the believer is attacked in this man- 
oeri (and who b not at some time or other,) 
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bow is he to defend himself P Will his skil- 
fulness in the word of righteoiisness, and his 
&ith in the word of reconciliati<»i, keep him 
safe in the hour oi temptation ? Yes. By 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, the lessons be- 
fore learnt will be enforced, and brought into 
use. This is the time to maintain faith in 
the atonement, and in the righteousness of the 
God-man. Now it is to be tried in the fire ; 
and it is put to the trial, that it may come out 
of it, like gold, proved to be sterling metal, 
and refined from its dross — better in every 
respect for having g<me through the fire. 
The trial of faith is &r more precious tfam^ 
&at of gold which periahetb. It is titer^ore 
put into the furnace, that the believer may 
know the truth of it, and may experience the 
blessings of it. Faith conflicting with unbelief 
is a good fight — sometimes sharp ; but always 
profitable. The flesh may be weak and ready 
to yield ; faith may . be hard put to it, but 
victory is certsdn. During the battle the 
warrior is invincible in the whole armour of 
God. He takes to him the slxield of faith, 
and holds it up against the fiery darts c^satan. 
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tie draM^s out the sword oi the Spirit, which is 
the word of God^ and with it he defeats satan. 
He consults or remembers a scripture suitabte 
to his present case, and this being set home by 
the Holy Spirit, puts an end to the engage- 
ment, and restores and settles sweet peace in 
the conscience. How often has he applied 
the following passage, which the Lord speaks 
concerning his true Israelites, Jer. xxxii. 38, 
39, 40, 41. " They shall be my people, 
and I WILL be their God, and I will give them 
one heart, and one way, that they may fear 
me FOR EVERj for the^ood of them, and of 
their children after them; and I will make an 
everlasting covenant for them, that I will 
not turn away from them to do them good ; 
but I will put my fear into their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me; yea, I will 
refoice over them to do them good.'' 

What strong consolation is there in this 
scripture? Every sentence, has an argument in 
it, tending to establish peace with God, and 
to maintain it in the midst of war. How 
quieting and satisfying to the troubled con- 
science is his covenant purpose? " They 
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God." they shall, because I will. My will 
shall make them willing. And in the day of 
my power, when my purpose takes place, I 
will give them one heart, turned to myself, 
and one way to walk with me by faith, as 
obedient children with their loving Father. 
This I will do for them that they may fear 
me FOR EVER, that the fear of offending me 
may rule always and by all means in their 
hearts. 

what promises are these ! What can 
weak faith require further to silence its 
doubts ? How great is the goodness of God 
to his children, who, knowing their frame, 
and whereof they are made, for the good of 
them and of their children after them, has 
laid such a foundation for their faith, that 
tliey may build on it and not be afraid ; yea, 
standing on it, that they may fight the good 
fight of faith, assured of victory. 

1 will make, says their God, an everlast- 
ing covenant for them ; a covenant ordered 
in all things, and sure, by the counsel and oath 
of the blessed Trinity, the two imnmtahjie 
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tbinga in which it is impossible God should 
lie : the mountains shall depart and the hills 
shall be removed, but my kindness shall 
not depart from them, neither shall the 
tovenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on them. My cove- 
nant was made for them, and shall be made 
good to them. As I live, saith the Lord, I 
will not turn away from them to do them 
good. I will never change my purpose, nor 
alter the word that is gone out of my mouth. 
I mean nothing but good to them. My heart 
is fixed upon it. And I will not leave the 
event to them. They shall not have the 
management of my purposes, nor have any 
power to defeat them. My will to do them 
good shall not depend on their will, or on 
their faithfulness, or on any thing in them- 
selves. I have taken all their concerns into 
mine own hands, and I will conduct them all 
to the praise of the glory of mine own grace. 
I will put my fear into their hearts, that they 
shall not depart from me — they shall not 
depart from me. They are not the cause of 
their not departing, but I am, I have taken 
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it upon myself. I will give them grace to 
walk close with me, and to fear me always. 
I have covenanted for all, the means as well 

r 

as the end, and I will keep them by my 
almighty power, till they receive the end of ^ 
their faith, even the salvation of their souls. 
" Yea, I will rejoice oyer them to do them 
good." This confirms all the rest. His pur- 
pose of doing them good, his executing it, 
his continuing it, his increasing it through 
time and through eternity, is a matter of 
rejoicing to the Lord God. He delights in 
it. It always was, and always will be, the 
joy of his heart, his crown and glory. He 
will not, he cannot be deprived of his joy. 
Consider this, thou poor distressed soul, who 
art in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions, and ready to faint through the weak- 
ness of thy faith. Take courage. Thy saU 
vation is safe. Thy Father, who is in heaven, 
rejoices in it : he will save : he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; he will rest in hk love; 
he will joy over thee with singing. And his 
joy too shall be thine. As sure.aa God is in 
Zion, thou shalt return and ciome to Zion 
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with songs, and everlasting joy upon thy 
bead : thbn shalt obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away for 
ever. 

O what a discovery is here, of the ever- 
loving heart of our heavenly Father ! What 
more could he promise in order to put an 
end to all strife in the consciences of his af- 
flicted children! He has engaged in a cove- 
nant of peace to do good, nothing but good, 
to them. He has undertaken the whole of 
the covenant — what was to be done in them, 
as well as foiuthem — to work out, to apply 
and to secure their salvation. It is his un- 
changeable purpose, not to depart from them, 
and riot to suffer them to depart from him, 
but he will rejoice in doing them good, and 
that for- ewer. The scripture, when under- 
stood and applied by the Holy Spirit, is re- 
ceived as full evidence of the unchangeable 
love i of <jod. to his children, and then it 
qiripts jtbekr troubled mipd.^ They can be- 
Uete GodijtO'iie their Qodstilii, man un- 
changeable covenant,- andjth&yi beconae •sa<* 
^jailed tb{{t fae 'b^s ^jxiadb iheni, an^ 'iVill 
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keep them his peof^le for ever. When they 
can thus mix faith with the promise, it then 
becomes the means of their resting on the 
jfoithfql arm of God in the hour of tempta- 
tion, and of their finding him still a God of 
peace : whereby peace is established in their 
consciences, and multiplied in their hearts. 
They learn to put more trust in him, as their 
perfectly reconciled Father, and to approach 
him with more holy filial confidence. The 
trial of their faith, sharp as it was, yet has 
done them great good. It has proved theif 
peace, and has confirmed iL They now 
know well that it is the peace of God ; and 
they have been taught how to maintain it 
War makes good soldiers. The trials of 
their grace are for the improvement of grace. 
Their peace has been therefore shaken, like 
a new planted tree, that it may take deeper 
and faster root Being thus strengthened in 
the faith, and haying the peace of God rul* 
ing in their hearts, they can meditate upon 
thb scripture, and turn it into a subject of 
prayer and praise t- — • 

O gracious God and Father, pa#doa nrf 
thoughts of thy love to me in Je^^us^ I was 
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tiempted, and ready to give way to unbelief: 
but the gracious provision made in thy word 
was the means of keeping me in the hour of 
temptation. O my God, make the word, in 
which thou hast caused me to put my trust, 
more precious to my souL Open still more 
to me the fulness of it, und put me into bap- 
pier possession of its promised blessings. 1 
praise thee, I worship thee, &t revealing this 
promise by thy Spirit, and for applying it 
by his grace with comfort to my heart. I 
now set to my seal that it is true. It is « 
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 
Glory be to thee that I accept it, and enjoy 
the godd promised- in it. O Father of mer- 
cito ! what am I that I should be made one of 
thy people, and should have thee for my 
God ? This love passeth knowledge. O help 
me to understand more, give me to find 
more of thy covenant love. Make my heart 
one with thee. Lead me in thy one way, 
that I may fear thee for ever. And when 
temptations come, such as I have been in^ 
grant that they may bring me nearer to thee^ 
tMid may be the means of my making much 
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ase of what thou hast provided for tne in 
thy Son's fulness. O let thy good Spirit 
abide with me to establish my faith in thine 
everlasting covenant, that I may believe 
thou wilt never turn from me to do me good. 
Mercifi}! God, grant me this grace in every 
hour of need. Thou hast given me thy 
word for it and therein thou hast enabled 
me to put my trust On thy faithful promise 
I would depend, and on nothing in myself* 
Thou has showed me something of my heart, 
and I feel it is revolting and ready always to 
rebel against God ; but thou hast undertaken 
to put thy fear into it, that it shall not depart 
from ihee : therefore into thy faithful hand^ 
I commit it Keep me, my God, by thy 
mighty power, through faith unto salvation. 
Amefij Amen. 

Happy trials ! which liave so good an is- 
sue, and bring forth such peaceable fruits. 
My brethren, account it all joy, when ye fall 
into divers temptations, if they lead to the 
exercise of grace, and occasion fervent efFec- 
tui^l prayer. The believer, thus tried, learns 
by practice the necessity of being s^t peace 
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with God, and of maintaining it in order to 
walk with God. He is put upon studying 
the nature of this peace. He reads and me- 
ditates upon the revealed account of it. He 
sees it is a perfect unchangeable peace, se- 
cured to him by the everlasting covenant of 
the blessed Trinity, who have engaged to 
save him from all his sins and miseries, and 
never to turn away from doing him good. 
To this he trusts. He commits himself to 
the care of this covenant God ; and he fihds 
the promise true. In temptation he believes, 
and is delivered. In his warfare out of weak- 
ness he is made strong. He fights the good 
fight of faith, and he conquers all bis eoemies. 
He learns from trials to trust with more 
confidence. He not only maintains, hut 
also improves peace with God. He de- 
pends on what God has promised to them, 
who walk with him, and the promise is made 
good, and he learns to go on more comfor- 
tably, and daily walks closer with his hea- 
venly Father. 

The enemy looks on him with malice. He 

envies bis state. He once knew the heaven 

11 ^ 
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of cooimunion with God, but he was lifted 
up with pride, and fell. It stirs up every 
infernal temper in him to see the happy be* 
liever, who had fallen like him, restored to 
wi^at he ean never expect. Hence either as 
a sly serpent, or as a roaring lion, he never 
ceases to tempt As soon as one wile fails, 
he has another ready. He is night and day 
plotting and scheming, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to make a seasonable attack. While 
conscience is at peace with God, and lives 
under the protection of the blood of sprink- 
ling, he tempts in vain. But he does not 
despair of success. He knows he has an ally 
within us in fast league with sin, and there- 
fore he still hopes to draw him into sin by 
surprize and assault ; in which he is indefa- 
tigable. He is never tired. He is always 
tempting the believer, not so much to gross 
offences, as to spiritual wickedness. Sly in- 
jections, legal insinuations, and self-righteous 
thoughts, are his most common temptations. 
With these he tries to shake the peace of con- 
science, and he forms his attack generally in 
ffcis manner : 
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How can you be a child of God, and yet 
be as you are ? There is nothing in you, for 
which God should look upon you, and love 
you. What have you ? What ceasing from 
evil, what leaning to do well, to recommend 
you to him ? How can God love any thing, 
unless it be agreeable to his will ; and what 
can he delight in, unless it be conformable to 
his image ? But do you live up to his will, and 
is his image perfectly renewed in you ? Have 
you grace, and do you live up to it ? Are you 
a Christian, and are you like Christ ? How 
are your duties? Just as they should be? You 
know they are not, and how can God be 
pleased with them, when you are not pleased 
with them yourself? How is your walk ? Is 
it such as becometh your high calling — close 
with God, and at a vast distance from sin and' 
the world? How is your warfare? Is the 
whole armour of God kept buckled on ? And 
are you always, in the strength of the Lord, a 
conqueror? Examine, and try yourself Bring 
forth that one good thing, for which God 
should love you, and bestow his blessing upon 
yovL You have no such thing. You have 
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nothing to merit, yea, nothing to recommend 
you to the divine ; and, therefore, is it not 
great presumption to fancy that God will 
love such a one as you, whose just desert is 
wrath and everlasting destruction ? 

These are some of the depths of satan. 
He knows how strongly we are by nature at- 
tached to the covenant of works ; and that 
if he can get the believer to look off from 
Jesus, expecting to see something in himself 
for which God should love him, he ^hall then 
weaken his faith, and shake his peace. In this 
snare he has catched many a child of God. 
The temptation is suitable to the workings of 
our legal minds : it flatters our self-righteous 
hopes ; and is vastly pleasing to the pride of 
our carnal hearts. No wonder, then, so long 
as there is flesh in us, as well as spirit, this 
artful suggestion should be sometimes receiv- 
ed in this manner — Have I any thing for 
which God should esteem me and bless me ? 
I wish I could discover some amiable temper, 
or some praise-w orthy deed, which might re- 
commend me to the particular regard of Godr 
Indeed, at present, I have not any such* But 
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I hope to attain it some time or other. If I 
do but use more diligence and watchfulnew, 
and wait more constantly in the means of 
grace, perhaps I may attain it soon. How- 
ever, there can be no harm in trying. I will 
exert myself. And I hope the day will come, 
when I shall be some way deserving of the 
divine favour. 

Here the temptation has taken place. AS 
the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, 
do is this man's mind corrupted from the sim* 
plicity that is in Christ. The subtle serpent 
has attacked the liberty of the child of God, 
and has darkened his understanding, and ob* 
scured his view of gospel grace. His eye is 
not now single : his heart is not now simple 
in the finished salvation. He has been de- 
ceived into a legal dependence, and is giving 
way to a spirit of bondage. If he was left 
to himself, the enemy would lead him captive 
at his wilh Satan desires to have him, that 
he "may sift him as wheat : but he is not suf- 
fered to blow any thing away, except a little 
chaff : for the Holy Spirit, in whose keeping 
he is, discovers and defeats the attempts of 
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satan. He brings to his mind^ and enables 
him to make use of what he before If new of 
the doctrines of grace. The present trial re- 
quires the practice, and affords occasion for 
the improvement of his former lessons. He, 
bad learnt from Scripture, truths very diSer- 
ent from the suggestions to which he wafr 
ready to yield. He was therein taught, jihat 
the Father's love to his children does not sup- 
pose merit in theoK Grace does net follow 
works : for then grace would be no more 
grace. Election isnot of him that willeth, or 
of him that runneth ; but of God^ who show- 
eth mercy. For we are saved freely by grace 
through faith, and that not of ourselves ; it is 
the gift of God. . The . election of grace is 
from mere love and sovereign favour, and has 
no motiyes to influence it, but the good plea- 
sure of the divine will. The objects of it are 
not the worthy; but the unworthy — ^not in- 
nocent, but fallen man — ^sinners, as such, nO 
way conditioned or qualified — the lost, the 
helpless, the ungodly — ^yea, the chief of sin- 
ners-T-open enemies and rebels against God. 
They are not saved by works of righteous- 
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aesSy which they have done, or can do, lest 
any of them should boast : for boasting is 
absolutely excluded. Salvation was so con- 
trived, was so wrought out^ and is so applied, 
that he who glorieth, shall have nothipg left 
him- to glory in, but the Lord. No flesh can 
glory in his presence : for of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things ; to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen. 

So soon as the Spirit of God opens this 
view of the exceeding riches of divine grace, 
the believersees his mistake. He finds that 
he was departing froi»r the simplicity of the 
gospel, by supposing that the love of God fol- 
lowed merit, and that he should he loved 
more according as his walk recommended 
him. His eyes are opened. The delusion^ 
vanishes. The perfect freeness, and the abso- 
lute soviereignty of the Father's love, as re- 
vealed in Scripture, is manifested to him. 
He reads, and mixes faith with what he reads, 
and ficr recovers himself out of the snare of 
the devil. Some such passage as this is made 
the means of his deliverance, P^i ciii. 17.-^ 
" The m^tQy of the Lprd is from everlasting 



to everlasting, upon them that fear him,^ 
Precious words ! full of rich consolation to 
those who have been tempted to seek some 
qualifications in themselves, on account of 
which they might be entitled to the love of 
God, and who have been distressed ^pon 
their not finding it. The Holy Spirit teaches 
such persons to look out of themselves, to an 
object exactly suitable to their case. He di- 
rects them to the divine mercy-^a never fail- 
ing spring of comfort — to that mercy, which 
reacheth from eternity to eternity — and 
which confers its richest favours, not for the 
worthiness of the receiver, but to the praise 
of the grace of the giver. Here he "would, 
have them fix their eyes, and expect relief 
to their hearts. Out of the fulness of mercy 
they may always receive grace for grace ; for 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him.. Evei'y 
word is weighty. Meditate upon it, O my 
soul ; and may • the consideration' lof each, 
lead thee to exalt thati mercy 'of <jrod, si^hich 
is over all bJ^ works. *= •'' '-i to .• v >.:: r-cj 
Jehovah i« the word hehe-'rendfeii^iiord. 
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It is the incommunicable name^ expresisive of 
the incommunicable nature of the Godhead. 
It signifies the peculiar manner of the divine 
existence, which is in, and of iteelf, unde- 
rived, and independent. O how happy is it 
for thee, Uiat there is mercy in the self-exist- 
ent Godhead, and that every perfection in it 
will be for ever exalted, even justice itself, 
for the exercise of mercy. May the Holy 
Spirit teach thee more of its nature, and 
make thee daily more acquainted in thine 
experience with its free grace and free gifts, 

Mercy is that perfection in Jehovah, which 
dbposes him to save miserable sinners : not 
a blind mercy, such as infidels dream of— 
but consistent with the honour of his law,' 
and exercised to the glory of its holy pre- 
cepts, and of its just sanctions : therefore,* 
mercy and truth are so often mentioned to- 
gether in Scripture. God will not show any 
mercy to sinners, but such as tends to estab- 
lish his truth. Not one of his words can be * 
broken ; nor can one tittle of them ever fail. 
He will be justified in all his sayings, and/ 

clear when he is judged. He will be tru^ 

12 
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aAd jas^y whenever he is merciful : his ittei^ 
cies being all covenant mercies, and all given 
in, and through Chrbt Jesus. All men are 
by nature children of wrath ; and only they 
iniho are chosen and called in Christ Jesus, 
are saved from wrath. These are vessels of 
mercy. His mercy is to them the love of a 
tender parent to his miserable children. He 
pities them^ and determines to save them from 
their sins ; in due time he quickens them, 
gives them eyes to see, and hearts to believe 
his love to them in Jesus, as the apostle wit- 
nesses — "God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us, together with Christ." 

But for what reason and upon what ac- 
count, is he merciful to them ? His mercy 
has no motive, but his own will. The ob- 
jects of his mercy are corrupt fallen creatures^ 
deserving his wrath, even as others; and 
therefore he does not deal with them upcm 
the footing of desert If he showed them 
jnercy for any unforeseen works of theirs, be- 
cause he knew they would repent and believe 
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ibie gpspel, and walk worthy of it, merey 
would then be tiumed into justice, and would 
lose both its name and its nature* Whereas 
he saith unto Moses, I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
It is from mine own freedom and sovereignty, 
that I have mercy on any sinners. The cause 
is in myself, and not in them. I have com* 
passion, on whom I will. It is from mine 
own mere love, that I have determined to be 
gracious to them ; and my love has deter- 
mined to save them, and the way also in 
which I will save them. I have appointed 
the end, and the means at the same time. 
Of mine own motion and good will I have 
resolved to give my Scmi for them, and my 
Spirit to them, that they may repent and be- 
lieve the gospel, and walk worthy of it, and 
so I may bring them through my tender mer- 
cies to eternal salvation. If this was not 
the case, how could the description be true, 
that mercy is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. The mercy of God knows no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning. It is 
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always the same. His fatherly heart cvci' 
entertained thoughts of mercy towards them : 
for when he shows them mercy, it is said to 
be according to the eternal purpose, which 
he had purposed in Christ Jesus — not for 
their merits, but for his mercies* sake— ^not 
for what they have any claim to, but for his 
own name's sake. He gives all from mercy^ 
and he would have all the glory returned to 
the mercy of the giver. What he gives, that 
he continues, and according to covenant en*- 
gagements. Covenant mercies are sure mer- 
cies. " I will make an everlasting covenant 
for you, says he, even the sure mercies of 
the beloved." They have already been made 
sure to him. He is now in full possession of 
every promised mercy. And he has re^ 
ceived them, not as a private person, but as 
the head of the body, the church. He keeps 
them for the use of his church-members. 
And as sure as the crown is upon his head, so 
surely will it be upon every one of their 
heads : for they are in the same covenant 
with him, whose sure mercies reach from 
eternity to eternity. O what a view is here 
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open to the eye of faitli ! Mercy always pur- 
posingy and in due time bestowing its free 
blessings upon sinners — mercy, without be- 
ginning, and without ending. The holy 
Spirit often calls upon us to behold it in this 
light : for he has not celebrated any of its 
divine properties, so much as this. It is 
frequently the noble subject of thanksgiving 
in the Psalmist's hymns. He has dedicated 
the 136th entirely to the praise of mercy; 
and going through the works of nature, pro- 
vidence, and grace, he ascribes them one by 
one to that mercy, which endureth for ever. 
O happy, thrice happy objects of it ! What 
was in the heart of the Father of mercies 
towards you from everlasting will be so to 
everlasting. His sure mercies are yours. His 
compassions towards you fail not. Whatever 
you want for your successful walk, he has 
promised to give you. Be not discouraged 
then. He will supply all your wants, not 
for your sakes, but for his mercies' sake. Are 
you* sensible of your unworthiness k That's 
well. Mercy is for such. It can. have no 

glory, but from such as you. Trust it, and 

13 * 
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be assured you will find that it endureth for 
ever and ever. 

If a doubt should arise in your mind — it 
IS true, mercy in God cannot fail ; but the 
exercise of it towards me may fail : I may so 
walk as to deprive myself of all claim and 
title to it The Psalmist has given a direct 
answer to this ill-grounded suspi-cion. He 
says, the mercy of the Lord is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, 

Upon them that fear him. This is 
their character : they fear their God. Once 
there was no fear of God before their eyes ; 
but now they know him to be their Father. 
The Spirit of adoption has given them joy 
and peace in believing it. Hence a holy 
filial fear rules in their hearts, and influences 
their walk. While it operates thus ; and as 
obedient children, they fear to offend their 
loving Father, and desire to please him in all 
things, what ground have they to suspect 
that his mercy towards them should fail ? 

But njay they not cease to fear him, and 
l^hen he will cease to be merciful to them ? 
f^o, blessed be God. He has made ample 
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provision in this case. " I will put my fear/' 
says he, ^^ into their hearts, and they shall 
NOT depart from me." This fear is one of 
the fruits of the Spirit, which he produces in 
all the children of God. And they have it 
from him as a covenant blessing, which is full 
security for its continuance. It is one of the 
graces provided for them in Jesus, by the Fa- 
ther's immutable love. " I will give them," 
says he, "one heart and one way : that they 
may fear me for ever !" The Holy Spirit 
is the guardian of this never-failing fear. It is 
his office to put it, and then to keep it in their 
hearts. He has the whole charge of it, and 
therefore he has promised to abide with them 
for ever, that they may fear the Lord all the 
days of their lives. 

How exactly suited is this scripture to the 
case of the tempted christian ! What a full 
provision is there made in it for his safety and 
peace! God has mercy for him and plenteous 
redemption — ^mercy reaching from everlast- 
ing to everlasting — always kind to the miser- 
able. Mercy attd misery are related as sin and 
salvation. There is not any thing, which a 



134 

sinner can want, but mercy has a supply for 
him — a promised, a covenant, a never-fail- 
ing supply. It is a Father's mercy, which 
will never leave his children, and the same 
mercy will not suffer them to leave him. His 
mind is fixed upon showing them mercy for 
ever and ever ; and therefore he gives them 
his Spirit to abide with them, and to dwell 
in them. He abides with them, and they 
live : he dwells in them, and they walk in 
the fear of God. And by the supply of the 
Spirit they go on, till they finish their course 
with joy. 

By meditating upon this scripture, the b^ 
liever is set at liberty. Though his faith 
staggered a little, yet the trial of it has done 
him good. He has learned an useful lesson, 
and gained much experience by it. His re- 
flections upon what has passed in his mind, 
arq such as these — 

O how foolish was I to forget the atone- 
nient and righteousness of my dearest Imma- 
nuel, in whom alone I have pardon and ac- 
ceptance ! How base was I, and ungrateful ! 
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I was tempted to expect that in myself, which 
I can have only in him. Vile legal creature 
thtft I am ! I abhor myself for behaving so ill 
to my best friend. What good can I have, 
but what I first receive from him ? I agree 
with the apostle, that in me, that is in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing. I am a very 
sink of sin, and of all uncleanness. I deserve 
mercy no more than the devil does. And yet 
I was looking out for some good quality in 
myself, on account of which God might be 
merciful to me. Whereas I am now satisfied 
he has no mercy, but in Jesus. All his 
mercies are covenant mercies; given from 
mere grace, and given to miserable sinners 
— not to make them self-admirers, but to 
humble them — not to lead them to think 
that they can bring God in debt to them for 
his own gifts, or for the right use of them, 
which is a fresh gift — but he gives all to the 
praise of the glory of his grace. He de- 
lighteth in mercy; and my case required 
mercy. It was such as his mercy could get 
all the honour of relieving. Therefore I 
ought, in the hour of temptation, to have 
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trusted in bis mercy, to have hoped in hte \ 

xnercy in time of trouble, and to have loved 
him for his mercy in time of misery. Here 
should my faith have directed its eye, and not 
to any good which I have done, or can do. 
I should have remembered, how it was with 
the election of ^race, and with the vessels of 
mercy. God has one way of dealing with 
them all. Not by works of righteousness 
which they have done, but according to his 
mercy, he savetii them — ^freely, fully, eter- 
nally. All is from his own good will, from j 
first to last Every motive, which inclines ^ 
him to do good to any sinner, is not excited ! 
by what the sinner does or is, but arises from 
himself. And whdn he bestows any good, it 
never is deserved, but is entirely an act of 
sovereign grace, flowing from the Father's | 
love, out of the Son's fulness, by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit ; and is given and 
continued to magnify and exalt the mercy of 
the eternal Three. O how did I dishonour 
the divipe perfections by giving way to legal 
hopes, and by supposing that the divine will 
would be governed by my more or less de- 
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servings ? MHbere should I be, if I had tof 
deservings ? God forgive me ! I see mine 
error. I am humbled for it, and I repent 
with shame and sorrow. I hope my pest 
misconduct will prove a blessing to me. For 
it has certainly taught me to trust less to 
myself, and more to the word of God ; to 
depend less upon my own doings, and more 
upon free grace promises. To the word 
which cannot be broken, I would trust in the 
time of need. Whoever trusts in it shall 
never be confounded. This I know to be 
true by happy experience. I will therefore 
read, and hear, and study it night and day. 
By means of it the Lord wrought a great de- 
liverance for me. My feet were almost gone, 
my treadings had well nigh slipt ; but he sent 
out his word and saved me. I read and be- 
lieved, that the Father was not reconciled 
to me for the goodness of my walk ; but tliat 
reconciliation was planned in the great cove- 
nant before all worlds, and was carried into 
^execution by the life and death of Immanuel ; 
it was his peculiar, his glorious, his incom- 
municable work ; it was his sole prerogative 
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to tjciike peace by the blood of his cross. O 
that I may be enabled to maintain, it the next 
time my faith is tried^ and to put honour and 
glory upon the divine record concerning it. 
I read and believed, that the Father does not 
love me upon account of my walk, but for 
his mercies' sake. His mercy was towards 
me from everlasting. He loved me in his 
Son — chose me — accepted me in the beloved 
— and all his dealings with me, since he 
called me by his grace, have come from the 
tender mercies of a covenant God and Fa- 
ther, I would not henceforth have one doubt 
of his being reconciled to me, and of his 
loving me perfectly in Jesus. My faith hereia 
has been confirmed by my late trials. I have 
learned by experience to rely upon what God 
has spoken, for preserving his peace in my 
conscience, and his love in my heart. De- 
pending on his faithful word, and mighty 
arm, I would walk with him this day for 
the strengthening and increasing of those 
graces. This is the desire and prayer of my 
soul : 

O Father of mercies, hear me for, Jesu's 
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sake. I acknowledge my sinfulness and un- 
worthiness, even in my closest walk with 
thee. I am less than the least of thy mer- 
cies ; yea, deserving the heaviest of thy ven- 
geance. It is of the Lord's mercy, that it 
has not fallen upon me long ago, and I trust 
in his word, that it will never fall upon me. 
Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of 
the remnant of thine heritage? Thou re- 
tainest not thine anger against them for ever : 
because thou delightest in mercy. Glory be 
to thee for thine unspeakable mercies: for 
thou hast given me faith in the atonement of 
Jesus, by whom I have peace with thee, my 
reconciled God, and by whom I have ex- 
perienced thy great love to me. On thee, 
O my God, is still my hope. I look up to 
thee, the giver of those graces, for strength 
to maintain them in my daily walk. I do 
believe in the sacrifice and righteousness of 
Immanuel; Lord, help mine unbelief. I find 
it hard to preserve in my practice, what I 
believe to be true in doctrine : And therefore 

on tby present help I must continually de-^ 
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pend* Lord, strengthen me'mightily by tliy 
Spirit in the inner man against temptations, 
I am daily and hourly called upon to exercise 
my faith, and when thy grace does not hold 
me up, I fall. The fiery darts of satan easily 
inflame me, when they are thrown at my 
legal hopes, false dependencies, or self-righ- 
teous tempers. My shield, which should 
quench them, is ready to drop out of mine 
hand. I should fall a prey to the enemy> and 
the fire would consume me, jf thy mercy was 
not over me for good. O my God and , Fa- 
ther, strengthen my faith against the wiles and 
assaults of satan, and against the workings 
of mine own unbelief When these trials 
come, keep me sensible of my weakness and 
dependence on thy promised strength, that I 
may meet them strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of thy might. O let every trial 
teach me more of thy peace in my con- 
science, and more of thy love in my heart, 
that I may keep on in a steady course, walk* 
ing humbly with my God. This is the work 
of thy good Spirit I cannot preserve nor 
improve his graces, unless he be every mo* 
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ment present with me. He is the giver, the 
continuer, the increaser of them all. O God 
the Holy Ghost ! I therefore beseech thee to 
water thy graces every moment. Lest any 
hurt them, keep them night and day. Never 
leave me nor forsake me ; but what thou hast 
graciously begun, that mightily carry on, in 
my soul. Temptations are strong, and I am 
weak : stand by me in the hour of need« And 
if my faith be tried with fiery temptations, 
let it come out of them, like gold out of the 
fire. O thou Almighty Spirit, confirm by 
trials, improve by experience, my trust in 
thy promised help. Let me go oh from faith 
to faith. Keep up the confidence of my re- 
joicing in my reconciled God and loving Fa- 
ther, that I may walk humbly with him in 
«weet communion, and holy fellowship in the 
way everlasting. Grant me these mercies, 
gracious Father, for thy dear Son's sake, by 
the influence of the eternal Spirit, three per- 
sons in one Jehovah, to whom be equal 
praise for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. V. 



The believer orders his steps according to 
the wordy walking with a free heart in 
the king's high-way of obedieiice. 

Meditate, O my soul, upon the wonders 
which Divine Love hath wrought for thee^ 
and for thy salvation. Review the many, 
many mercies of thy past life ; and consider, 
that thou art called upon to walk this day 
with THY God. What a privilege is this ? 
He is thy God, and thou art his adopted 
Son. O what an high honour has he con- 
ferred upon thee ! He has taken thee into 
the most noble family, yea, into the divine 
household of faith. He has permitted thee 
to walk with him as thy Father. He has 
appointed the way, promised to be with 
thee in it, and every moment, and at every 
step to be doing thee good. There can be 
no happiness superior to this on earth. Prize 
it : for it is inestimable. Enjoy it : for it 
is heaven begun. Walking with God by 
faith, is present enjoyment of him, and will 



14S 

infallibly bring thee to the end of thy jouB- 
ney, to full and everlasting enjoyment. 

Hold fast then the confidence of thy re- 
joicing. What thou hast been taught by the 
holy Spirit) depend upon him for confirming 
and establishing. He has enabled thee to 
see the glory of the finished salvation of Je- 
sus, and to believe the divine record concern- 
ing it. Thou hast renounced every thing for 
the pardon of thy sins, but the bloodshed- 
ding of the Lamb, and every thing for ac- 
ceptance, but the Lord our righteousness. 
Thy faith herein has been tried, and the trial 
ended well. Thy temptations were manifold 
and violent, but they have done thee good. 
They have showed thee the necessity of de- 
pending upon the perfect work of the God- 
man — of rejoicing wholly in Christ Jesus, 
and of having no confidence in the flesh. 
They have also been the means of convincing 
thee, that thou standeth by faith. > Be not 
high-minded then, but fear. And let thy 
fear of thyself lead thee to trust more in God. 
Rely on his faithful arm to maintain and to 

carry on his own work in thy soul^ Re*r 
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member, he has promised it. Thy sufficiency 
is of God, and he has engaged to give thee 
grace sufficient for thee. He has undertaken 
as a Father, to supply all thy wants, to de- 
liver thee from all miseries, and to with-hold 
from thee no manner of thing that is good. 
Thy salvation is safe. It rests upon a sure 
foundation, as sure as the covenant of the 
day, and the covenant of the night. These 
succeed each other by the will of their Crea- 
tor, and have not been out of course not one 
single moment. The ordinances of day 
and night are regular and certain. So cer- 
tain is thy salvation by the same unerring 
will. While the belief of this rules in thv 
conscience and in thy heart, thou wilt be 
able to resist temptations. None of them 
will overcome thee, unless they separate be- 
tween thee and thy God. Nay, they will 
work for thy good, if guilty fears do not 
wrest the shield of faith out of thine hand. 
O beg of God to keep thee and thy faith in 
the hour of trial, that thou mayest expe- 
rience his faithfulness to his word. If thou 
•put hgnour upon it, according to thy feith, so 
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shall it be done unto thee. Give it credit, 
and thy steps will be ordered aright. Thou 
wilt walk in love this day, as God hath loved 
thee. He will be thy portion, and the way 
in which he is to be enjoyed, will be thy de- 
light. 

Set out, then, in this faith, with peace in 
thy conscience, and love in thy heart — trust- 
ing to thy God and Father. Look up to him 
for strength to maintain and to increase these 
graces; and hope to receive it from his 
faithfulness. Now he has put a new song in 
thy mouth, even praise unto thy God, go on 
thy way believing and rejoicing. Jesus is 
thine with all his fulness : and he has pro- 
mised thee a constant supply of the Spirit, 
that thou mayest have grace for grace, to en- 
able thee to walk humbly with thy God. 

Mind, then, thy walk is to be ordered ac- 
cording to his revealed will, and in his ap- 
pointed way of obedience to it ; for all ra- 
tional creatures are bound to obey God. As 
soon as he makes known his will to them, it 
becomes their indispensable duty. His w ill 
is one, like himself, unchangeably the same, 
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yesterday, to-day, and for ever : for wheti 
revealed by the sovereign creator, it becomes 
to mankind a law, which altereth not. It 
binds angels and men every moment, in 
every point and circumstance. And its ob- 
ligation will never cease ; for all his com- 
mandments are sure ; they stand fast for ever 
and ever. What he has commanded, is as 
fixt as the sun before him. It shall be estab- 
lished for ever as the moon, and as a faith- 
ful witness in heaven. 

It pleased the sovereign creator to enforce 

« 

this holy, just, and good law, by proper sanc- 
tions. Out of his mere grace he has pro- 
mised life to obedience, which man engaged 
to perform ; and he threatened death to dis- 
obedience, to which penalty man submitted. 
Thereby this law became a covenant of 
works. The promise was to him^ who should 
continue obedient in all things : for Moses 
describeth the righteousness which is of the 
law, that the man who fulfilleth those things, 
shall live by them. But if he does not ful- 
fill them perfectly, without one failing, he 
then comes under the penalty which God had 
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threatened to disobedience — " Cursed is he, 
who continueth not in all things, that are 
written in the book of the law, to do them ;" 
— this curse draws after it all the paind 
and penalties of the broken law in earth and 
in hell. 

Under this law of works, Adam was 
placed ; and under it all his descendants are 
born. He and they are bound to keep the 
law in their own persons, if they would re- 
ceive the promise ; or liable to suffer the 
penalty, if they transgress. Adam broke 
the law of works, and we all in him ; for in 
him all have sinned. We were all in his 
loins, when he fell, and forfeited in his at- 
tainder. By the offence of that one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation. 
The righteous judge passed the sentence, 
and decreed, that by the law of works, no 
flesh living should be saved : for he has 
proved in his word, both Jews and Gentiles 
to be under the law, and under sin, which is 
the transgression of it. Whereby every 
mouth is stopped, and all the world is be- 
come guilty before God; therefore, by the 
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deeds of the law, there shall no flesh be jus- 
tified in his sight. 

In tlie law of works there was no provision 
made for a surety ; but it did not absolutely 
exclude one : therefore it left room for tiie 
covenant of grace, in which a provision was 
made in the person of Jesus Christ, for secur- 
ing the divine honour of this hoiy law. He 
undertook to stand up in n^an's place and 
stead, to magnify the precepts of the law in 
his life, and to glorify the penalties of the 
law in his death, that not one jot or tittle of 
it might fail, till all was fulfilled. And as he 
was God over all, blessed for ever, his life 
and death put everlasting honour upon the 
divine law. His obedience was of inestima- 
ble value, and his sufferings were infinitely 
sufiicient to take away sin. Christ is now the 
end of the law for righteousness. He an- 
swered the end of the law for his people, by 
obeying and suffering for them : aad every 
one of them can now plead, by faith, a per- 
fect fulfilling of all the precepts — a perfect 
suffering of all the penalties, in the person of 
their divine surety. God the Father is faith- 
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ful and just to his word and engagements 
with his son : he has made known his will in 
the immutable record of his grace — " that 
whosoever believeth in Jesus should not 
perish, but should have everlasting life." 
How can he perish ? Jesus died for him. 
He shall live with God in everlasting life; 
because Jesus lived for him. And this is 
the declared will of the Father, concerning 
^U that believe in his only begotten Son. 

Remember, then, O my soul, that thou art 
not under the Law, but under grace. Thou 
art saved from the law, under the form of a 
covenant of works. Thou art not bound to 
keep its precepts, in order to have life for 
thy obedience ; nor yet to suffer its penalties 
for thy disobedience. Thy surety undertook 
to act and suffer for thee. He was to an- 
swer the law in its commands and demands 
to every jot and tittle. And he did. What- 
ever it required, whatever it threatened, was 
perfectly fulfilled in the person of thy God 
and Saviour : and he has absolutely discharge 
cd thee from it, as a law of works. Thou 
art to have nothing to do with it in that view ; 
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nay, he has forbidden thee to keep it, in 
hopes that thou mayest live thereby. The 
irreversible decree entered in the records of 
heaven has enacted — By the works of the 

LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED. ThoU 

art now to look upon the law in the matter 
of justifying and giving life, as a woman 
looks upon her dead husband. She is freed 
from the marriage contract with him, and 
may now give her heart and hand to another ;- 
so art thou freed from the bond of the legal 
covenant. Thou art become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ, who has espoused 
and betrothed thee to hiijiself, that serving 
him in newness of spirit, and not in the old- 
ness of the letter, thou mayest bring forth 
fruit unto God. This is thy high privilege. 
Thy first husband is dead : happy for thee, 
thou art lawfully married to another — Thy 
husband is thy maker, Jehovah of hosts is 
his name. The word made flesh has paid 
all thy debts, suffered thy punishment, 
wrought out a perfect righteousness, and won 
a crown of pefect glory for thee. () what a 
divine honour has he put upon thee ! Thou 
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art BOW one with Imihanuel in a bond of 
everlasting love. He has given himself to 
thee, with all he has and all he is ; and it is 
thy happiness now, not to be thine own, but 
the Lord's — not to follow thine own will, 
but his. The law of thy Lord is liberty. 
As taaght by his spirit, and performed by 
faith, it is perfect freedom. Whilst thou 
walkest with him in obedience to it^ and lean* 
est on thy beloved every step, thou wilt find 
deliverance from all spiritual tyranay and 
bondage, and wilt enjoy the light of his coun* 
tenance, and the love of his heart. When 
the Son has thus made thee: free, thou.art free 
indeed — free, now thy heart Js set at liberty 
to run with Jesus in the way of his command^ 
ments. . * :. • 

In this view, O my poul, thou;cftn8t1o(rft 
with delist at the mosthalylaH^.- Attend to 
it closely, and ^tudy it carefully. Jn order 
tq obey, as a christian, the$e. fpUawirig con- 
siderations should be well understood. and di- 
gested ; bqcausp j^fi^ev th^ ioAuai^e of them 
evpry step of thy wajljc is to be Ordered. • O 
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pray then, for the spirit of wisdom to teach 
thee practicaHy, 

Firstj^ that thy walk with God in the way 
of obedience is not to fulfil the law^ as a 
covenant of works. Thou art not required 
to do this. Thou canst not do it. Imma- 
nuel, thy divine surety, took it upon himself. 
Because it was impossible for thee, a fallen 
creature, to keep the law, so as to be justified 
by it, he therefore came in person to fulfil 
it He honoured its precepts by his infinite 
obedience. He magnified its penalties by 
bis inestimable sacrifice. And this is thy 
justifying righteousness. Through faith in 
the life and death of the God-man, thou 
art not only freed from guilt and condemna- 
tion, from curse and hell, but art also intitled 
to life and glory. The law is now on thy 
side, and is become thy friend. It acquits 
thee. It justifies thee. It will give thee the 
reward promised to obedience. The law in 
the hand of thy Saviour has nothing but 
blessings to bestow upon thee. Thou art to 
receive it at his mouth and to obey him : but 
not from any legal hopes of heaven, or from 
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any slavish fears of hell: for then thoif 
wouldst come under the covenant of works 
again. Whereas thou art not under the law, 
but under grace: mind thy privilege, and 
pray for grace to live up to it. Thou art not 
Imder the law, bound tp keep it perfectly 
in thiiie own person, or in case of failing con- 
demned by it) and under its fearful curse ; 
but thou art under ^ace, a state of grace, 
through faith in the obedience and suffenngs 
pf thy blessed surety, and under the power 
of grace, sweetly inclining thee to love, and 
mightily enabling thee to keep the law of 
the Lord thy God. live thus by grace, and 
sin shall not have dominion over thee. Un- 
der the reign of grace, the tyrant sin is al- 
ways dethroned. Obey under grace, as freely 
arid fully saved by faith in Jesus, and this 
\ti\\ make thy walk easy and evangelical : 
thou wilt go on with a free spirit, and wilt 
delight thyself in the ways of God, walking 
with him, 

2. By faith, and not by sight. This is the 
great ispring of all ^spel obedience. Faith 
has an universal efficacy : for thus it is writ- 
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ten — " Without ftiith it is impossible to 
please God/' He is not pleased with the 
thing done, but with the principle on which 
it is done. He looks at the heart. Hearing 
the word, or saying prayers, or giving alms, 
or doing any thing commanded, are not 
pleasing in themselves ; but they mtist ' be 
performed upon a right motive, and to a right 
end. And both these come firom faith. The 
apostle mentions the motive, which had in* 
fluenced every step of his christian course, 
" We walk by faith, and not by sight"-^ 
we judge of our state by what God says of it, 
and we order our walk accordingly. We giv6 
credit to his witness of our being pardoned 
and justified freely by grace through faith, 
and we depend for the truth of this, not on 
what we see, but on what we believe. We 
trust not on our good frames, or warm feel- 
ings, or sensible comforts, or to any of the 
genuine fruits and effects of faith, but we 
trust what God says simply, as his record ; 
and therefore we walk in a constant depend- 
ence on the truth of God in his word, and 
upon the faithfulness of God to his word; 
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Some promked grace we stand in need of 
every step; and we rely upon his word, 
"vvhich cannot be broken, and upon bis 
faithfulnesis, which cannot fail. Thus we go 
on, and we find the promise made good, ac* 
cording to our faith. 

Such was the apostle's walk. And is 
thine directed by the same motive ? Search, 
O ray soul, and examine upon what princi* 
pie thou goest to duty. Is it in the obedi* 
ence of faith ? Dost thou take no step 
without the warrant of the word of God ? 
Dost thou give full credit to what God says 
in it of thy state, as a justified person? And 
does this appear from thy dependence upon 
his faithfulness to make good every thing pro- 
mised to them, who are in that state? 
Blessed art thou of the Lord, if thou art 
walking by this faith. O praise his holy 
name, who has thus highly favoured thee^ 
and ascribe to him all the glory. So will thy 
end be right, as well as thy motive. True 
faith takes no honour to itself. It is an emp- 
tying humbling grace. Its spring- head is in 

covenant love, aiid it is given from distin- 

14* 
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guishiag favour and sovereign mercy. It has 
no foundation, when given, but the word of 
God: nothing to rest on, but the divine 
truth: no support, but the divine power: 
and no growth, but from the divine influence. 
What then does it leave a man to glory in ? 
Whoever has it, has it all from God, and 
while he is in his right mind, living by it^ he 
will be disposed to give God all the glory of 
Jt: even for common mercies, as well as 
spiritual, he will live by the faith of the son 
of God. Whether he eats or drinks, or 
whatever be does, he does all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God, and 
the Father by him. And thus he will go on 
s\TOetly and happily, obeying, not from slav- 
ish fears or legal hopes, but 

3. From holy love, which is the fruit and 
consequence of walking by faith. Faitb 
work^h love, and then worketh by love^ 
The feith of the Gospel, as a grace of the 
Spirit, worketh chiefly by love to God, and 
to man for God's sake ; for the Gospel die* 
covers the way of salvation, contrived by the 
fternal Three, fulfilled /in the life and death 
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of ImtDanuel, and applied to the sinner s 
heart by the eternal Spirit. Whoever is en- 
abled to believe the Gospel, will see himself 
an object of the covenant love of the blessed 
Trinity, and will therefore love Father, Son, 
and Spirit : for we love him, says the apostle, 
because he first loved us. And faith in his 
love to us, will make us that we shall nei- 
ther be barren nor unfruitful. Love is very 
active. Obeying from love is very sweet. 
How active ! How sweet is obedience, when 
the love of God is shed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost, who is given unto us ! 
He is an almighty agent. He overcomes 
the power of legal unbelieving workings, 
and puts a new spring to duty into the heart. 
He manifests the love of God in Christ, his 
free distinguishing love, the exceeding riches 
of it, and the numerous blessings flowing 
from it through time and eternity. In the 
sense of these mercies he excites gratitude, 
and puts it upon acting. This grace has a 
wonderful influence. " What return shall I 
make unto the Lord !" is the devout breath- 
'ing of the grateful heart. While the love 
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of Christ constraineth it^ all the affections 
follow him, and the soul delights itself in 
his ways. Then none of his commandments 
will be grievous. Nay, his yoke itself be- 
comes easy, and his burden light : O trium- 
phant love ! How active, how sweet did he 
find it, who cried out — *' I can do ali things, 
I can suffer all things, I am more than con- 
queror, through him that loveth me/' 

And is not this, O my soul, thy happy 
case ! O prize thy privilege, and adorn it in 
thy life. Walk in love with thy reconciled 
God, and out of love to him perform all 
duties, and bear all crosses. Remember, 
thou art not required to obey, in order to be 
saved for thine obedience, but thou art al- 
ready saved ; and therefore out of gratitude 
to thy dearest Saviour, thou art bound to love 
hifh and to obey him. Thou canst not love 
his person, and yet hate his will. "If y^ 
love me, says he, keep my commandments, 
— give this proof of it, keep in my way; 
doing my commandments. But whatever 
ye do, let it come from the heart. Obey 
me, but see it be tvitb a willing mind, and 
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with a firee spirit. When all springs froni 
love, then nay set vice will be perfect free- 
dom. I would have you to do my will, but 
without fear ; not for life, but from life ; not 
that ye may live, but because ye live. Do it, 
as sons, and not as slaves : the slave abideth 
not in the house for ever, but the son abideth 
for ever. In this free spirit of adoption serve 
me, as sons of God, and heirs of God^ and 
joint heirs with me. Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty, wherewith I have made you free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage." 

To obey, from life and salvation received 
and enjoyed, is sweet liberty. To obey, as the 
condition of life isind salvation, is bitter sla- 
very : it is an intolerable yoke, because it is 
not possible any fallen man should so keep 
the law, as to live thereby. But the believer, 
freed from this condition -by Christ's keeping 
the law for him, is in liberty ; he is saved from 
the penalty annexed to the transgression ; he 
is entitled to the life promised to obedience^ 
and thereby he ii^tdelivered from legal hopes 
and from guilty feirs. In thb faith he walks 
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on delightfully in the ways of obedience : for 
he is reconciled to the law through the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus : he loves it. O what 
love, says he, have I unto thy law ! Because 
now I find it according to the promise writ- 
ten upon my heart. And this is a 

4. Motive to gospel obedience. The new 
covenant runs thus — '*' I will put, says God, 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people : and they shall 
teach no more every jiian his neighbour, an4 
every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord : for they shall all know me from the 
least of them to the greatest of them." The 
heart is by nature as hard as adamant. It is 
enmity itself against the holy law. But the 
Lord here engages to take away the stony 
heart, and to give an heart of flesh, upon 
which he w ill write the ten commandments ; 
not in tables of stone, but in tl>e fleshly tables 
of the heart. The spirit, of the living God 
will teach all his children to know their Fa- 
ther; he will manifest to them their adoption; 
.be will reveal to them their Father's love ia 
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Jesus, and he will riiake their hearts happy ia 
the enjoyment of it. Then the holy fruits of 
this love will appear towards man. It will 
work sweetly in benevolence, and effectually 
ia beneficence. The love of God will open 
the contracted heart, enlarge the selfish, warm 
the cold, and bring liberality out of the co- 
vetous. When the holy Spirit teaches brother- 
ly love, he overcomes all opposition to it 
He says to his disciples — " Be ye kind one 
to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you." And he makes them kind 
one to another : they show it by every good 
word and work. Thus, by manifesting to 
them the Father reconciled in Jesus, and by 
enabling them to love man for his sake, he 
writes upon their hearts the two great com- 
mandments, on which jiang all the law and 
the prophets. The love of God, says the 
apostle to the Romans, is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the holy Ghost ; and to the Thes- 
salonians. Ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. Thus he engages the af- 
fections of the soul to the holy law, and ,in- 



ifis 

clines the innir man to love obekli^ice. It 
ceaseth to be a yoke and a burden. How 
easy is it to do u^hat one loves ! If you dearly 
love any person, what a pleasure is it to serve 
him ? What will not love put you upon do- 
ing or suffering to oblige him ? Let love rule 
in the heart to God and to man, his law will 
then become delightful, and obedience to it 
will be pleasantness. The soul will run, 
yea, inspired by love, it will mount qp with 
wings as eagles, in the way of God's com- 
mandments. 

Happy are the people, that are in such a 
case ! And is it not, O my soul ! in some 
measure thine P Hast thou not been taught 
to love God, and his ways ? Since tliou hast 
been acquainted with him as thy loving 
Father in Jesus, has not thy faith been 
working by love to him, and to his. will, and 
to his whole household and family? Be^ 
member this js promised. All the childi^n 
af God are to be taught to know and to 
love their heavienly Father. This is the very 
tenor of the covenant grace, which tiie al- 
mighty spirit has undertaken to fulfil. And 
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he capnot fail in his office. It is his crowfi 
atnd gloiy to make good his covenant en- 
gagements. O ! trust him then, and put 
honour upon his faithfulness. He has pro 
mised to guide thee with his counsel, and 
to strengthen thee with his might in the wa$ 
of obedience to thy reconciled God. 

What is within thee, or without thee, to- 
oppose thy talking in love with him, he. 
will incline thee to resist, and he will enable^ 
thee to overcome. O ! what mayest thou 
not expect from such a divipe friend, who 
is to abide with thee on purpose to keep 
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thy heart right with God. What cannot he 
do, what will he not do for thee ? Such as 
is the ^ove of the Father and of the Son, 
such is the love of the Holy Ghost ; the 
same fr^e, perfect, everlasting love. Read 
his promises qf it. Meditate on them. 
Pray to him for increasing fa^tb to mix with 
them.; that he, dwelling in the temple of thy 
heart, thou mayest have fellowship there witi^ 
thp Father^ and with the Son.. Whatever in 
tUee is , pardoned through^ tlie Son's atone- 
ment, pray tlie Holy Spirit to subdue, thit 

15 
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it may not interrupt communion with thyl 
God. And whatever grace is to be received 
out of the fulness of Jesus in order to keep 
up and to promote that commutiion) intreat 
the holy Spirit to give it thee with growing 
strength. But pray in faith, nothing waver- 
ing. So shall the love of God rule in thy 
heart. And then thou shalt be like the sun, 
when it goeth forth in its might, shilling 
clearer and clearer to the perfect day* O 
itiay thy course be like his, as free, as re*- 
gular, and as communicative of good, that 
thy daily petition may be answered, and that 
the will of thy Father may be done in earth, 
as it is done in heaven. 

When all these things concur, what can be 
wanting to make the way of obedience easy 
and pleasant ? It is not now an hard burden, 
impossible to be borne. The Spirit of life 
which is in Christ Jesus, hath made it easy. 
He has reconciled the believer to the law : 
for he shows it to him in surety, magnified 
and made honourable — magnified infinitely 
in his life — made everlasting honourable iii 
his death : so that the Father can get the full- ' 
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■e&t glory to every diirine perfection, even to 
his justice^ by saving sinners through faith in 
the righteousness of his Son : he can be just, 
and yet the justifier of the ungodly. The be- 
liever^ persuaded of this, is reconciled to God. 
Being no longer under 4he law, as a covenant 
^f works, but under grace, he loves the law, 
arid walks with God in sweet obedience to it. 
He sets out, and goes on every step, in faith 
-^trusting to the acceptance of bis person, 
-mad of his servicas in the beloved. He does 
?not work now, in order to be saved ; but he 
works, because he is saved. And he ascribes 
ail he <k)es, to the praise of the glory of free 
grace. He wprks from gratitude; and the 
faith of God's, elect always does. It never 
fails to &h6w itself by love. The holy Spi- 
rit wins the heart, by revealing to it the love 
of God ; and, thereby, draws out the afFec- 
tiotis after him. When the commandment 
comes — ^' My son, give me thy heart^' — the 
scm is ready— ^" Lord, take it, and seal itlhine 
for ever.'' And whatever inbred enmity may 
•remain against giving it to the Lord, the 
Holy Spirit has undertaken to subdue it. It 
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is his office to take away the stony heart, and 
to create an heart of flesh, soft and willing 
to receive tlie impression of this grace. With 
the same finger, which once wrote the holy 
law upon tables of stone, it is now written 
upon the fleshly tables of the heart And 
iheii the love of God, and the love of man, 
are clearly taught, and effectually enforced. 
What a change does this make in obedience! 
Hard things are now done with ease — Rough 
ways are made smooth — Painful things, be- 
come delightful — The labour of love is 
sweet labour, because the heart is in it — The 
feet run — the hands work — all the faculties 
are ready to exert themselves, when love 
commands. 

O my God, let it be thus with me. Thou 
hast given me an earnest desire to walk with 
thee in tliy ways ; guide me in them by thine 
almighty Spirit. Let him abide with me, 
Holy Father, as the Spirit of adoption, that 
I may always serve thee, as thy reconciled 
child ; not under the law, but under grace. 
I would gladly walk with thee every step by 
faith ; and that faith working by love to thee 
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and to thy whole will. O God ! give me 
grace sufficient for my holy walk. Let thy 
faithful promise be daily fulfilled : write thy 
law still plainer in mine inward parts, and let 
it be more fairly copied out of my life. 1 
want to love thee more, as thou knowest. O 
my God, keep my heart sensible of the ex- 
ceeding riches of thy love to me, and let the 
growing sense of this increase mine to thee. 
In the strength of thy good Spirit,, enable 
nie to overcome inward and outward opposi- 
tion to my walking with thee in love. Let 
him strengthen nie mightily in the inner mai> 
for every labour of love. From him cometh 
power to embrace and to cleave with full 
purpose of heart unto the ways of God — ^to 
love what he loves — and to hate what he 
hates. O thou blessed Spirit of the Father 
and of the Son ! make me willing, keep me 
able to enjoy the Father'^ love in his Son : 
and let it be a growing iove, abounding yet 
more and more in knowledge, and in all 
sensible feeling, that I may run and not be 
weary: — may be going on to the end, and not 

be faint. Even so. Let it be done unto thy 

15* 
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servant according to thy word, wherein thou 
hast caused me to put my trust. Let me 
have fellowship with the Father in his love, 
through the salvation of his Son, by thine in- 
fluence upon my heart, now, henceforth, and 
for ever. Amen, 
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CHAP. VI. 

The walk of the Believer in the way of 

duty. 

It is very hard to go on in a straight course, 
and for any length of time. The hindran- 
ces are many. To understand the nature 
and obligation of duty — ^to enter upon it with 
right motives — to perform it in a proper tem- 
per — to go through it without backwardness 
or weariness, not by constraint, but willing- 
ly — and to find the true end of doing it an- 
swered ; these are great difficulties : but 
they will be removed in some measure out of 
the believer's walk, if he attend to what was 
said before of obedience in general, and if be 
be enabled to bring it into practice. 
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It cannot be too often repeated, that the 
true believer i« not under the law, as a co- 
venant of works — bound to keep the pre- 
cept for life, or liable to the penalty of 
death. He is not under ^the law in this re- 
spect, but under grace. He is one with 
Christ, who kept the precept, and suffered 
the penalty for him, as his surety, and in his 
stead. He has put in his plea, and taken the 
benefit of Christ's suretyship. His plea has 
been admitted ; and, therefore, he is in a 
state of perfect acceptance. He stands in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made him 
free. Grace reigns in him, and over him ; 
and renders his obedience perfect freedom. 
He obeys, but it is all in faith. He works, 
but it is from a sense of the Father's love 
to him in his Son. Gratitude, taught by 
the Holy Spirit, influences his heart and life. 
His heart has the love of God written upon 
it; and his life manifests it. He serves God 
with a thankful mind, and without fear ; and 
cheerfully does all the good he can to man 
for God's sake. 

The belierer will never get on in the way 
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c4 duty, unless he learns to obey upon these 
gospel principles. He will stand in need of 
their assistance at every step : for he will 
meet with constant opposition to them. The 
flesh will not come under grace. The carilal 
mind is always legal. The old man of sin 
knows nothing but working for life ; and will 
not submit to any other way. Our sinful na- 
ture is altogether for the covenant of works. 
Jews, Turks, Heathens, and nominal Chris- 
tians, are all upon one plan ; they expect God 
will be merciful to them for their doings. 
And the children of God are exercised with 
this self-righteous spirit, more or less, all their 
days. Is it not, O my soul, thy grief and 
burden ? Art thou not daily plagued with it 
in thy duties ? And though thy principles be 
very evangelical ; yet they too often fail thee 
in practice. O beg of God, then, earnestly 
and often, that thou mayest be cast into the 
mould of the Gospel, quite evangelized in 
thy mind ; and mayest perform all duties up- 
on such motives as he himself requires and 
approves. 
. Duty is a debt owing to God — due from 
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the creature to the creator. The obligation 
to it arises from the absolute dependence of 
the one upon the other ; and it consists in ac- 
knowledging this in the appointed way, by a 
perfect and continual service, of every faculty 

the creature being entirely subject to the 

will of the creator, and living in never-fail- 
ing conformity to it: for the will of God 
doth bind all men on earth, and angels and 
glorified spirits in heaven. It is an unchange- 
ably law, obliging for ever all creatures to 
obedience, not only on account of the matter 
contained in it, but also with respect to the 
sovereign authority of the almighty law- 
giver. And this obligation Christ in the 
gospel has not in the least dissolved, but on 
all occasions has confirmed and strengthened. 
How decisive are these words ! " Think not 
that I am come to destroy the law aad the 
prophets ; I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil ;" to fulfil the law in mine own person, 
as the surety fgr my people, and to put the 

^love of it into their hearts, and to engage 
them^ a.nd ta enable them to practice it in 
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their lives ; though not for the swne end, for 
i¥hich I fulfilled it. 

Duty is always oae and the same — a debt 
always due to God. But the debt of obe- 
dience being withheld, and the death of suf- 
fering being incurred, the believer is taught 
to plead his discharge from suffering under 
Christ, and his fulfilling of obedience in the 
righteousness of Christ. With this faith he 
has a -delightful prospect of duty. God i» 
now at peace with him. God loves him in 
his Son, It is his high privilege to enjoy 
the sense of those distinguishing favours. 
For this end he is admitted to walk with his 
God. What an honour is this ! Having re- 
ceived the adoption of sons, he is blessed 
with his Father's love, and is taken into near 
fellowship with him. What a happiness is 
this ! " Son, all that I have is thine ; it is 
freely given to thee in Jesus ; and thou art 
now called upon to enjoy nie and mine in thy 
holy walk." Here duty becomes his jM-ivii* 
lege. It is exalted and spiritualized into a 
gospel grace. He is bound t© it, but it is 
by the cords of love. TJie pleasing bonds of 
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gratitucte tie bis lieart to obedience-^f o a free, 
holy, evangelical obedience. He. obeys, not 
as a slave, but as a son— not for fear, but be-, 
cause Christ has set him at liberty-r-not that 
God may accept, pardon, and justify him,* 
hut because God has done all for him, and 
wilt do all in him — not that he may have 
heaven for his obedience, but because heaven 
is reserved for him, and he for it. He, there- 
fore, looks at duty, as greatly refined by the 
gOftpeL Every act of it, done in faith, is an 
act of fellowship with the Father and with 
the Son ; and by the grace of the Spirit, every 
act brings the J^ather's love, through the 
Son's salvation,, into experience. He has com- 
munion with his God in all he does. This 
ennobles duty. It is hereby raised to a di- 
vine honour : for it is hei*eby made, to them 
who are in Christ, the highest privilege thqy 
canhave on this side of heaven. 

Wh(m the holy Spirit writes the law upon 
the heart, he then teaches this obedience of 
faith. He does not abolish duty, but he en-, 
forces it upon right motives, and directs it to 
a fright end. The same duties remain in the 
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gospel, but not upon tbe same obligatioi:r. 
Law duties, as conditions of life, cannot be 
fulfilled. The Judge himself has decreed, • 
that by the works of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight. Therefore the' 
law, as a covenant of works, does not enter 
into the believer's obedience. He^oheys be- 
cause he is freed from this covenant — ^not 
freed from doing the same duties, which this 
covenant required, but freed from doing them > 
upon law motives, neither expecting the pro- 
mised life on account of keeping the pre- * 
cepts, nor fearing the threatened penahy o» 
account of not keeping them. It is his pri- 
vilege to obey, because he is saved. He 
works from a free spirit, and with a thankful 
heart He does all his duties in faith. He 
is spiritual in them, acting upon the endear- 
ing motive of God's love to him in Christ;, 
as it has been revealed to his heart by the ' 
holy Spirit. He hopes for the acceptance. of 
them only through the intercession of Christ : 
And after he has done thetaaever so: welly he 
desires grace from Christ to ^ return him all ^ 
his glory. Thus in every duty he aipisat, 
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fellowship with God in Christ through the 
Spirit, and seeks to present an odour of a 
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well 
pleasing to God. 

Whatever thou art required to do, remem- 
ber, O my soul, that thou art under grace, 
and it is thy privilege to do it in faith. View 
the two tables in the hand of thy Saviour, and 
receive the ten commandments from his 
mouth. Happy for thee, Jesus is thy law^^ 
giver. His spirit will gospelize thine obe- 
dience. He will bring thine heart into it. 
He will set thee in the chariot of love, and 
thou shalt ride on prosperously : he will oil 
the wheels of duty, and they shall run easy 
and pleasant. Thou shalt be carried sweetly 
through duty, thy beloved being present and 
conversing with thee in it : yea, thy faith 
working by love to him wUl render fellow- 
ship with God in all thou doest, the joy of thy 
heart and the glory of thy life. 

O beg of thy divine teacher thus to spi- 
ritualize thine obedience. From him only 
canst thou learn the two great command- 
ments, which are the sum and substatice of 

16 
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the will of tliy God. la the first his nature 
rs revealed, and then his worship. He is the 
Lord thy God, Jehovah thy ^lehim; Jeho- 
vah means the self-existedt Godhead ; and 
Alehiin, the persons in covenant, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, partakers of the same self- 
existence, and divine glory, without any dif- 
ference, or inequality. There can be no true 
religion without the true object of worship, 
and he cannot be worshipped unless he be 
known ; therefore it is an indispensable duty 
to know the Lord God. But how shall fal- 
len man attain to this knowledge ? He lost it 
by sin, and he cannot by any reasoning fa- 
culty, or power of his own, recover it. It is 
a matter of fact, that no man did ever, by 
searching, find out God ; and attested, by 
infallible authority, that the world, by its 
wisdom knew not God. There is no true 
description of the Godhead, but what is re- 
vealed in Scripture ; and it is altogether from 
the teaching of the holy Spirit, that any one 
savingly understands what is revealed. He, 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation opens 
the eyes of the mind, sets the object before 
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them, and gives a clear idea of it. He takes 
of the things of God, and shows them to his 
disciples. He does not lead them into ab- 
stracted reasonings about the divine nature; 
or what the absolute Godhead is, but his 
lessons are useful and practical. He teaches 
the knowledge of the persons in Jehovah, as 
they are related to sinners in the covenant of 
grace. Through him the Father is made 
known, " Ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, by whom we cry, Abba, Father,*' 
Horn. viii. 15. Through him the Son is bor 
lieved in : for no man can say, that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. He dis- 
covers the Father's love in the Son, with jt« 
tich graces and abundant blessings, as it is 
written. We have " received, not the Spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God." He makes known the 
giver, and the gifts, and he is received for 
that very purpose. He shines into the heart, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. 
And this is saving acquaintiance with the Fa- 
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ther and with the Son ; for hereby the un- 
derstanding is restored to the image of God ; 
and the new man h renewed in knowledge 
after the image of him that created him. 

O what a mercy is this ! What can call for 
greater praise ! And this mercy, O my soul, 
is. thine. Unspeakably gracious has the Lord 
been to thee. He has given thee the know- 
ledge of himself. His image is. upon thine 
understanding. His light is shining upon it ; 
certainly it is as great an act, as when hQ 
first commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness : for hereby I believe in him, I 
know him to be my Father. O precious 
n^me ! the love of his heart : and it is in* 
finite ; the blessings of his love, and they are 
numberless, he has called me to enjoy, freely, 
of mere grace, of his own sovereign good 
will — called me to the adoption of sons, to 
the noblest dignity, yea, to everlasting ho- 
nour, to be a son of the most high God — ' 
God is my Father — my new- birth is from 
him — that which is bqrn of the Spirit is spi- 
rit, and has fellowship with the Father of 
spirits. Behold i what manner of love this 
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is ! No parent ever loved, or can love a child 
as my Father which is in heaven loves me. 
And I desire in the sense of this to love him, 
to cleave to him with full purpose of heart 
and gratefully to devote all I have and am to 
his service, and to his glory. O thou divine 
revealer of this love, enlighten mine under- 
standing and influence my affections, that I 
may grow in the knowledge of my father in 
Jesus : For, 

In him the Father only is to be known. 
He is his Father, as our covenant head, and 
therefore ours in him. God is not a Father 
to any, but in Christ. The name Father re- 
spects Christ, as the first-begotten, and then 
all his seed. He is the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, and depends 
for its adoption on the Father of their Lord 
Jesus Christ. He undertook to be made 
man, to live and to die for the many sons, 
whom he was to bring to glory : and in con- 
sequence of his undertakings, it pleased the 
Father to lay up all fulness of grace for 

them in the God-man, their covenant bead. 

16* 



180 

And it pleases the Spirit to witness of this 
fuhiess, and to enable believers to receive out 
of it grace for grace. Thus he reveals Im- 
manuel to them. They know him, and are 
one with him. He is their Lord and their 
God, and by faith they live in him and upon 
him. Trusting to his atonement and righ- 
teousness, they have peace with their recon- 
ciled Father ; and they enjoy his love shed 
abroad in their hearts by the holy Ghost. 
Waiting in the appointed ways, they grow in 
the knowledge of the wonderful person God- 
Jesus. They see more of the divine glory of 
his salvation work, and by depending on it 
daily, they enjoy more X)f the things which 
accompany salvation. Thrice happy are 
they, whose acquaintance with Jesus is thus 
increasing. Their happiness has a boundless 
subject They may study on, and they will 
find hi;n new worlds of delight to eternity. 
Oye highly favoured, read and adore the won- 
ders already wrought for you ; among which, 
these are not the least : " We know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding to know^hir^ that is true; and 
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we are in hitn that is true, even his Son Jesus 
Christ, who is the true God and eternal life." 
Blessed knowledge ! they have an understand- 
ing given then), and they are savingly ac- 
quainted with the Father and with the Son, 
by the teaching of the holy Ghost. Jehovah 
is their Alehim. Thus they learn the first 
part of their duty, which leads them to the 
Second, namely, to love the persons in the 
Godhead, because they stand in this most 
endearing relation to them. They love the 
Father, who is their Father in Jesus. They 
have not only heard of and believed in, but 
have also enjoyed his precious love. It has 
been shed abroad in their hearts by the holy 
Ghost, who has overcome all resistance to 
his love ; yea, has made enmity itself yield 
to it. Having purified the conscience by 
faith, he then purifies the heart; he pours 
into it a sense of that love, which gave his 
co-equal Son for them, and all the blessings 
in earth and in heaven with him. Thereby 
he draws up the affections in holy desires to 
be more united to the Father of mercies. It 
is the property of love to desire to be united 
to the beloved object The holy Spirit has 

A 
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discovered the object, and has given the de- 
sire, and he fulfils all the desires of his own 
creating. He teaches all the children of God 
to know tlieir Father ; and to experience his 
love to them in his Son, and then they cannot 
but love him. He creates the new heart for 
this very purpose ; and makes it sensible that 
the Father's love is all received through the 
Son; and therefore the Father and the Sou 
are beloved with an undivided affection. 

The Son is his office name. It should ne- 
ver be heard without putting us in mind of 
the wonderful love of our God in his under- 
takings. He covenanted to be made flesh. 
What a miracle of love is that ! He engaged 
with his Father to be the surety for his peo- 
ple, to do their work, to suffer their punish- 
ment; and then God and man, one Christ for 
ever was to have all fulness of covenant 
blessings to give his people. The Father has 
no love, the Spirit bestows no grace, but 
what comes through Christ. A believer is 
therefore taught in every thing he does to 
have fellowship with Christ. His safety, his 
happiness, his hopes of happiness to-day and 
for ever, are blessings to be received out of 
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Imtnanuers fulness : for he is the head over 
all things to the church which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. And 
while the member is xeceiving life, and sense, 
and happiness, from the fulness of the head, 
he* will have fresh motives to love his divine 
Saviour. What can fix his affections, if gra- 
titude to Jesus cannot? He has every thing 
in him that can win the heart. He has beauty 
to engage love, blessings to increase love, 
glories to increase love to him for evermore* 
He is beauty without a rival. Whatever i$ 
charming in any earthly object is but a ray 
from him, and should lead to him : it is but 
a beam to point out the matchless graces of 
Immanuel. And so is the loveliness of hea^ 
venly objects : saints and angels have nothing 
beautiful but what the love of Jesus has put 
upon them. He is the Lord and giver of all 
their glory. Plow glorious then must he be? 
He is mine, says the believer, and my pro- 
perty in him makes him indeed glorious in 
mine eyes. Once I saw no beauty in him, 
that I should desire him ; but now he is my 
beloved and my friend. I can see every thing 
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truly lovely in my Lord and my God. What- 
ever else courts my heart appears to be but a 
shadow : the substance is my Jesus. He en- 
dears himself daily to me by his numberless 
favours. I am always receiving out of his 
fulness, some blessing, which makes him the 
centre of my happiness. Every look of faith 
discovers in him some new excellency, and 
brings from him some fresh kindness^ aiid 
thereby engages my heart still more to its 
precious Saviour. And when I look forward 
to the glory to be revealed, when I shall sec 
my Jesus face to face, and shall be like himj 
and shall enjoy him, and in him all the bles- 
sings of the eternal Three for ever — O this is 
too big for present thought ; yet it constrains 
me to give up my whole soul to this heavenly 
lover. Glorify him daily in me, thou faith- 
ful witness for Jesus, and give me continual 
reason to love thee with the same undivided 
affection, wherewith thou hast enabled me to 
Jove the Father and the Son. 

The holy Spirit is Jehovah, a person in the 
self-existent Godhead, equal with the Father 
in evecy attribute. His office name is Spirit ; 
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the idea is taken from air, such as we breathe, 
to denote his l>eing the breather, or inspirer 
of spiritual life. Every thing done by him 
in this character tends to holiness, and there- 
fore he is called the holy Spirit His office 
in the covenant, as well as his co-equality 
with the Father and the Son, entitle him to 
pqual worship and to equal love. For he 
undertook to carry into execution the pur- 
poses of the Father's love in Jesus. Their 
fulfilment depends entirely upon his grace. 
The Son has been incarnate : he has brought 
in everlasting righteousness, and made the 
atonement for sin : the father is satisfied with 
his finished work, and has demonstrated his 
acceptance of it ; the God-man is now upon 
the throne of glory with all power in heaven 
and earth. To this the holy Spirit bears 
witness. It is his divine office to apply the 
salvation of Jesus, and to make it effectual. 
He does all in the heirs of promise. The 
Father gave them to the Son, the Son re- 
deemed them, but they are in the common 
mass of corruption, dead in trespasses and 
sins, till tiie Spirit of life enter into them. 
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They feel not their guilt nor their danger, till 
he convince them. They are quite ignorant 
of God and of the things of God, till he 
make them wise unto salvation. They can- 
not believe in Jesus, till the Spirit of faith 
enable them. They cannot rejoice in the 
Father's love, till the Comforter makes them 
sensible of it. They are without strength, 
until they be strengthened with might by the 
Spirit in the inner man. They cannot go on 
in their christian course, but by a constant 
supply of the Spirit. They cannot hold out 
to the end, but from his abiding with them 
for ever. So that he is the Lord and giver 
of life. He begins the good work, and he 
confirms it, until the day of Jesus Christ. 
Every motion of spiritual life is from him, 
and all those, whom he makes alive, he makes 
sensible of the debt which they owe him. 
He manifests his love to them, and thereby 
he engages their love to him. They expe- 
rience how great the love of the Spirit is. 
They are sensible of their obligations to him, 
and desire to be thankful for them. Thus 
their affections return to the proper object of 
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fove and worship. They receive daily the 
blessings of the Father's love through faith 
in the Son's salvation, by the applying pow- 
er of the holy Spirit, and hereby they are 
reconciled to the first and great command- 
ment ; it is become the delight of their souls 
to love the Lord God. 

Here consider, O my soul ! whether thou 
art acting upon the principle of griatitude to 
thy God. If thou art, then his yoke will 
be easy, and his burden light. Thou wilt not 
go to duty in bondage, hoping to gain his 
love by the desert of what thou doest, or 
fearing to be beaten w ith many stripes for not 
doing it well. Thy God, whom thou servest, 
is thy most loving friend, and tenderest fa- 
ther. He loved thee in Jesus, freely by 
grace, not by works done by thee, or to be 
done. Immanuel is thy Saviour : his love 
to thee is made up of miracles : no under- 
standing of angels or of glorified spirits can 
conceive how great it is : for it passeth know- 
ledge. Nevertheless, the holy Spirit has re- 
veefled it unto thee. He loves thee, a^ the 

Father and the Soq do, with the same divine 
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affection. Tby debt b equal, thy gratitude 
should be the same to the blessed Trinity. 
In the sense of thine infinite obligations thou 
art called upon to walk in the way of duty. 
Love to the person, whom thou art to serve, 
will make service pleasant : and thou dost 
love thy God. He has given himself with 
every covenant blessing to be thine, and these 
blessings are to be enjoyed m thy walk with 
him. With this faith look at duty. It is the 
expression of gratitude to thy dearest friend, 
and it is the way to enjoy his divine friend- 
ship.. He requires it out of love to thee, and 
would have thee to do it out of love to him. 
1 how exalted is duty, when communion 
with God is carried on by it ! He would have 
thee to keep close to him, in order to main- 
tain a sense of his gracious presence in thy 
heart, and so to walk with him as to have his 
love to thee confirmed at every step : and 
therefore thou shouldst, seek to preserve a 
constant nearness and holy fellowship with 
him in every thing thou doest. This is the 
w^ill of thy, God. May it be thine, O my 
soul ! Study this glorious way of gospel dutv. 
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Pray to be taught it better, and to go on in 
it more spiritually every day. Bring it into 
all thy aftairs. In thy calling as well as in 
the means of grace, in temporal as well as in 
heavenly matters, set the Lord always before 
thee, and so live and act in every thing as 
to keep up communion with thy God and 
Father in Jesus by the grace of the holy 
Spirit. 

When God is thus become the dear ob- 
ject of thy happy heart, then every way 
wherein his love is to be enjoyed will becpme 
delightful. The time, the place, the means 
of meeting with him will be greatly desired 
and much longed for. Thy heart cannot but 
be, where thy treasure is. Thou wilt want 
no spur to duty, no whip to drive thee to or- 
dinances. It will be enough, that the Lord 
is there. As when he said to David — Seek 
ye my face— his heart replied — Thy face, 
Lord, will I seek. His heart said it. His 
affections were set upon God, and he was 
ready to seek, wherever God was to be found. 
No hunted hart ever panted more after the 
water- brooks, than his soul did after God. 
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His hope in doing any thing was to hav6 
God's gracious presence with him ; and his 
happiness in it was to have communion with 
God. This is gospel duty. And w^hat ^ 
glorious privilege is it ! O that it may be my 
happy experience thus to meet God in all hi& 
ways, and to enjoy him in my daily walk. 
That thou mayest grow in this divine fellow- 
ship, consider, O my soul, some of the du- 
ties of the first table, and learn to practise 
them upon gospel principles. The first and 
chief h PRAYER, which consists in keeping 
up daily converse with thy God upop all oq* 
.^asion?. This is the breathing of the new-. 
bpr,ji^soul. It wants to draw the aic of hea- 
ven, and to live in its own proper element. 
There is a way opened (or it unto the throng 
gf glory, and the childreni of God may ap- 
proach it with boldness : for it is a throne of 
grace, and he that sitteth upon it loves ta 
hear and to answer their petitions. He is 
their Father; ^- I go,^says Jesus, to my Father^ 
apd to your Father; my Father himself lovetU 
you ; ask w^hat ye will of him in my natpe, 
he will do it. This is the beloved object of 
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^yer— -a reconciled Father in Jesu* — whose 
heart is full of tenderness to the complaint 
fend miseries of his family-^his promises arel 
the declarations of his pure love — a depen- 
dence upon his fulfilling them does horibitf to 
his truth and fa^ithfulness, and always l>rings 
down the blessing. The Holy Spint^aWdeii 
mth the children of God to teach them thus 
to pray in faith. He helps their infirmities 
in prayer, strengthens their graces, tod *be* 
fetows on them their comforts. He enables 
them to come with boldness, and to have ac- 
cess with confidence. Whatever their Father 
has freely promised to give them in Jesus, 
they will ask in faith, nothing tiatering; 
for they know his promises cannot faiJ. 
They find them daily fulfilled, whereby their 
holy familiarity with their Feather Increases. 
He draws near to them, and they draw hearer 
to him. Ttiis their mutual int€reoui*«e may 
be interrupted^ but it cannot bit* ehtirily 
broken off. God is always dyposeH to hear, 
although the believer be not always able to 
pray rejoieing. It is still his privilege^ al- 
though he may not find any great delight in 
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it; but if he continue, to make constant um 
of his privilege, his delight will return, and 
God will fulfil to him tlie gracious promise 
—I vyjU make them joyful in my house of 
prayer. 

Thps. the child of God learns to love 
pr^ypr^ jf^, to pray without ceasing. . He 
lives under bis, Father's eye, and in a de- 
pendence : on his Father's care for him night 
ai^ day. And be has ; hereby as true ai^d 
lasting fellowship with the thmgs of God in 
hiS; soul^ as he has with the things of this 
world in his body. 

O what an exalted privilege is tbis ! How 
highly is prayer hereby ennobled ! It is not a 
law duty to an absolute God ; but a gracious 
intercourse with a cpvenant God— not prajt> 
tised ,ih^t he may love us ; but because he 
layes^rii^^r-^not to make us his children ; but 
because, we are his children. It should be 
performed always in this faith. If .there be 
infirmitiet^ in jjt, such as wandering, cold]>e9% 
or the like, we are to remember that we ai^ 
not heard for the goodness of our prayers, nor 
answered for tlie. fervency of them* That 
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which makes our persons accepted obtains 
acceptance for our services also. We, and all 
we do, are only accepted in the beloved : 
" For, through Jesus Christ, we have an ac- 
cess by one Spirit unto the Father," Eph. ii. 
18. Our access is through Jesus Christ. 
Trusting to his finished salvatipn, we enter 
into the presence of the Father, and guided 
by the Holy Spirit we pray in faith. What- 
ever we ask in the Son's name, we know that 
we have the petitions which we desired of him. 
This spiritualizes prayer, knd puts glory 
upon it : because there is heavenly fellow- 
ship with God in it, with the Father through 
the Son, by the one Spirit. 
. These are some of the privileges of Chris- 
tian prayer. Thou goest, O my soul ! to 
meet thy God in it — to converse with thy 
Father — to call on him for the fulfilling of 
his^ promises made in Jesus — ^to wait on him 
for his answers — and to give him his glory. 
O what blessed seasons hast thou enjoyed in 
this communion with thy God ! How has he 
manifested his nearness to thee, and bounty 
towards thee ! Hast thou not found his heart 
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open, his ears open, and bis hands open, to 
^nt thee the request of thy lips ? And when 
tboii hast not found such sweet fellowship 
with thy God in prayer, yet thy dependence 
on his faithful word has been exercised and 
improved. Thou hast left thy petitions with 
thy friend and advocate, trusting to that most 
glorious description of him in Rev. viii. 3, 4. 
*^ And another angel came and stood at the 
alt^r, having a golden censer, and there was 
given unto him much incense that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar, which was before the tlirone. 
And the smoke of the incense which came 
with the prayers of the saints ascended up 
before ferod out of the angeFs hand." O 
thou great angel of the covenant ! thus pre- 
sent my prayers. They are nothing worth, 
but as perfumed with thy divine odours. 
Let them ever ascend before God out of thv 
hand, with the smoke of the incense of thy 
sacrifice and intercession. Blessed Spirit of 
prayer ! increase my faith, that I may trust 
more to a prayer-hearing God and Father, 
who is always ready to grant every good thing 
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promised to his children in Christ Jesus^ 
Amen. . . 

PiiAisB and prayer go together. The 
prayer of faith w ill afford continual noiatter {km 
praise. The one i3 ^ dependence oo God 
for every promised blessing; the other is the 
acknowledgment of his having bestowed it. 
Xnnocent man had his heart in this sweet 
work. It was his happiness. Every breath ia 
paradise was praise. The redeemed maa has 
i^ore rqa.sQn. I^is obligations are far greates 
than Adam was under, to his God — raisecl 
firo^i his fall—saved from the guilt aftd misfih 
xy of it — chosen and calleid to this salvation 
\)y mere grace— through faith a partaker of it 
— ^2in heir of God, and a jpint-heir with Christ 
what motives are these tp^ continual thaak^ 
fuJr^^s ! And these motives^ are efieqtual,: 
when the holy Spirit discovers, th? tbiogs that 
are freely given to us of God. He make?' 
us sensible of them and thankful foyr thesa : 
for he preserves in the soul a blesi^ji poverty, 
of spirit, ^n humble abiding sens^e of wants^ 
^d ujn worthiness^ and thu& he la»ys a sum 
foundation for tbankfuUiea!3> Every blessing 
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is.then received with a, Why me — what am 
I, and what is my Father's house, that God 
. should deal thus bountifully with me? I 
must refer it all to the praise of the glory of 
his own grace : blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed me with all spiritual blessings in hea- 
venly things in Christ. All these blessings 
ftow from the Father s love in his Son; and 
the holy Spirit has discovered to me that 
boundless ocean of love, and has often re- 
freshed me with its life-giving streams. He 
has made known to me the good pleasure of 
the Father's will, which he had purposed in 
himself, to choose me by his distinguishing 
grace to be one of his child I'en, and' through 
faith in Jesus Christ I read my adoption, and 
take possession of the inheritance of children. 
Mine experience of these blessings cannot be 
questioned, while I am receiving out of the 
fokiess of Jesus grace 'for grace. * O how great 
is -my debt ! It is equal to the eternal Three; 
so should my gratitude be. It is very meet, 
right, and my bounden duty, that I should 
at all times, and in all places> give thanks unto 
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thee, O Lord, holy 4* atb^^j alaiighty ever* 
lasting God : therefore with angels and arch- 
angels, and with all the company of heaven, 
I laud and magnify thy glorious name, ever-* 
more praising thee and saying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of hc^ts : heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord most high. Amen. 

May such as this, O' my soul ! be thy daily 
tribute of thanks. Consider what thou owest 
to thy God — how great are his favours, how 
many, how endless — and bestowed on thl^ 
most unworthy. Review his goodness in giv« 
ing thee beii^ and in preserving it. Re*^ 
member from how many di^ngers and pains he 
has delive^isd thee ; what heiilth and creature* 
cpn)forts be has vouchsa^d of his mere 
bounty ; and what a monument of his long- 
suffering thou art , O what a Haifacfe ! that 
cme, like thee, should be out of hell. Tbei) 
put to the account spiritual favours, what blesr 
siifgs thou hast receiv^ed frotn the Father's 
lov£ in Jesus ; what bleBsingiS thoq^att entitled 
to in him, not only in, time, bqt also in eter- 
nity. Cast up the mighty sum, and say. 
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H6«^niQefa it is! CiinsttW teflthVndm- 
bers Aereof? No. It is beyond the power 
df tbe gredtest arrthmetician. If thou coirldst 
write a'figure upon every atom in'the creation, 
tho'j wouldst want a new world, wbefeon to 
*um up tHe vast account: for thy mercies 
l^eacb to the hleaven of heaVenis, and they arc 
'also everlasting. Then <ronsider to who'to 
thou ftrt thu^ indi^bfed. Is It not to* a justly 
ofi^nded' Gbd, \Vho mighft have glorified all 
his p^f<!ctions in punisMiig thee for thy sins? 
Whereas in wonderful grace 'he hiasf chosen 
and (;«ilied thee to'the cldoption of Sons.' Hfe 
is thy Father. This is the spring of all thy 
mercies; In love he gave his Son to finish 
thy salvkti($h; And His Spirit has brou^t 
thee to believe in it, atid- tb^aijoy it; This 
is the%ourfce of all thy |)raise. The object 
*f thanksgtiteg' is thy coveAaBt God, who is 
tfelated to thee in sufch a bond of love, as will 
bring 'thee under eternal obligations. *- Thdu 
art, therefore, in' all' thy praise to remeitibifr 
thy Vetetkfn to Father, Son, iarid Spirit, «ty 
debt to them *for that • rfiost bifessed » relafioh, 
thy growing, ever growirtg debt. Praise 



r^ 



19» 

will pay none of it The saints in g^bry ^6 
but acknowledge it. While (b^y are pr^^s^ng 
more, the sum is incre^lfing. Q my soi(ls 
beg of thy Grod to give thee ^fice, that thioe 
ackno«^]ed^entft may be in some measure 
tike Uiei^Es. They are crying^ Holy, Holy, 
rHoly^ Lord God ; giving glory for the Fa- 
ther's lave io Jesua, and for their experience 
x^ it by the eternal S{»rit. May \bis mh^ 
ject be thine, more spiriuia), more hcdy every 
«tey, till it be what theirs is, per£iiet ew^ 
wJitbout intermission. 

Srineeit ialhy privilege, -O my soul, to 
pray to thy corenaot Ood, end; to prmee hjfi 
&r Govenamt mercies, tlien thou wUt highly 
prizie.the holy ScRirxyafis; bei^ause withoiit 
tiiem thon canst mot know whet to pray ^^ 
nor what. is Indeed a mercy. Thy ^ith haa 
siothkig to jstaiid upon, hut the word of God, 
^aid nothing to ^praise him for, but meiTcif^ 
lyierein promised, . and by>b^i6ving received. 
Q holv deer then ab^^ im word be: to th^ 
bi)w greatly « i^udie^, how diligently heeni, 
jhet by it tho» mejiest griow jn everj gi^cc}, 

which is oeedfiil for thy hflly weJk with God. 

l» 



200 

It is the appointed rneans by which the holy 
Spirit acts. It is bis great instrument in be*^ 
ginning and calrying on spiritual life. He 
bpens the understanding to know the scrips 
tares; he inclines the will and the affectioQS 
to receive them in the love of the truth, wHd 
he influences the whole man to submit to live 
under the (Aedience of ftiitb. Whatever 
strength, victory, comfort, or blessitig of any 
kind he bestows, it comes by obeying the 
truth through the Spirit. So that thou canit 
not go on in thy walk with God, but by con- 
stant and believing use of the scriptures. 
They should be thy study night and day, 
heard and read carefully, mixed with faith, 
treasured up in thy memory, received into 
thy heart, and brought into thy life, and all 
ty the teaching of the holy Ghost, in order 
to thine enjoyn>ent of the promised blessitigs 
of the Father's love through the Son's salva^ 
tion. Thus the word will be the meam of 
thy maintaining fellowship with the blesi^d 
Trinity. By mixing faith with it, thou ii^ilt 
be constantly receiving from them covenAtit 
mercies: and so thou wilt go forward. Thy 
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8teps Willi be ordered aright accof ding { to; tkte 
word, and thy way will be prosperous. i 

Consider then, O ihy soul, whether thou 
art making this use of the Scriptures. Dost 
^ibou find them the means of thy growth iu 
idivine knowledge, in ftiith and love ? Do 
they really promote thy communion with 
^God, and, on that account, are they daily 
jBore thy study, and thy delight? Never 
think of. hearing or reading them without 
. praying for die teaching of the holy Spirit, 
that they may be the means of keeping up 
fellowship witii thy Fattier in Jesus. For this 
end they were revealed, and if this end be 
not answered, they profit thee nothing. Make 
it then thy constant practice— before hearing, 
to pray £f»r a spiritual appetite, and as new- 
born babes desire the milk, so thou mayest 
hunger and tliirst for the good word of life — 
in hearing, beg of God, that thou mayest 
' feed upon the word and digest it^ and thine 
inward man may be nourished up in the 
words of faith, and of good doctrine — after 
Clearing, pray for a sanctified memory to 
treasure up for use, what thou hast learnt; 
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ttftt AS occaakxi dhali serve, kmay be tc^ 
alized, and brought into practi<^5 thy lifi^aai 
iKmverstttion being castmto tlie mould of „ the 
word. With the same dependence cm ^ 
livine teacher read, as well as hear,.< thf 
scriptures. Meditate on them. Convert 
about tbem^ expectit^ to find tliem. able t# 
make thee wise unto salvation through idiAk^ 
ivhich is in Christ Jesus ;> and, as tfay fakblii 
hkn iBcreastt, able to brin^ it» richer «tf 
pevieilce of tfa;^ Floor's kyve in' him. 

How sweet is prayer, h6w dteUgbtful if 
prtuae^ how blessed b heatkig and rea^^ 
the word^ wheil tdaese we ^ meaAs of ipeel*- 
m% sihd coil versing with GodF ! His pf eseni^ 
puis th6 highest hmibuf ufpra thoffi, ididexi^l^ 
duty mai royal privil^e : fer 1^ isfMresent as 
i^ Father with bis elaldreii; O Mifhat a digni^ 
is it to bitve God for our Father ! What aH 
happiness to have fifee fellow^p with h»n i|i 
this dearest relation ! In thy daily h€$uring:aii4* 
readifig his word, obseitve, O my aoul, what . 
15 spcdcen of this holy fellowsbip ; and seelc. 
to uxdirtain it^ cmd to improve it in enef jT 



1 



appointed way -^ pafticalarly in keeping thfe 
command of thy dying Friend, 

J90 thh in remembrarice of me. Whetthis 
ijisciples meet together for this purpose, theti 
frt^ce the whole dependence of thy heart upoti 
thy crrfcified Saviour. Considering the in- 
finite and everlasting efficacy of the sacrifice 
df his body and soul to take away sin, drlciw 
near in faith to feast upon it : for his flesh is 
meat indeed, aiid his blood is drink indeed. 
Look well to the end df the Institution. It 
^fts not 6nly to remiftd thee of, but afsd to 
<Soiiv«y to thee all the blessings of that otib 
olStnhg, #hith perfects f6r eVe*^. ft \vas t6 
IK'aeh tftefe, that thy spiritual life, aitd ev^i*;^ 
grace and comffbrt of it, are aS depefndetit Uji* 
oil Christ crucified, as the life of thy bbdy is 
lipon the meat and drink of this world. 'Th^ 
IWe comes ffom bis death. Thy life is nourish- 
ed by feeding upon Christ thy passover, who 
ntes sacrificed fof thee. He intended by the 
b^e<id to point out unto thee his body, and 
by tlie wine his btood — by eatttig and drink- 
ing them, thy taking hitn and living tfpou 

hitth^by thy bodily support received from 
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Uiem, the nouriahment of thy soul, by eatiog 
his flesh and drinkiog his blood. He would 
have thee to look through the signs te the 
things signified. Thou art not to rest in ttie 
outward act, but to rest in the promise in ^tfae 
word of God. Thy faith is not to be exet- 
cised about the Lord's Supper as a duty y but 
it is to be exercised upon his word ; and what 
he has therein promised to make it, that 
thou art to expect in taking it He apf>oint€d 
it to be the means of communicating witiii 
him, and of thy enjoying fellowship with him 
in his sufferings. It is a spiritual believii^ 
act, in which thou art invited to pcu^takerof 
.the paschal kimb. It is the Lord's passovec ; 
and will certainly answer every purpose, for 
which he instituted it. He appointed it to 
be the means of safety from the destroyer, 
of deliverance from bondage ; of free and 
full forgiveness of all sins, of an happy pas- 
sage through the red sea, and of the everlast- 
ing possession of the promised inheritaaguoe. 
For these gracious purposes the Father's lo^e 
|;ave.his Son to be a Lamb slain, and then^a 
Iamb feasted on : and the holy Spirit mal$:es 



it a feast indeed. ' It is to die believing re- 
ed ver spiritually, whatever the passover was 
to the Jews on their coming out of Egypt 
It is a communion with the blessed Trinity — 
:with the Father for providing such a banquet 
of love — with the Son for giving himself to 
be a lamb slain, and to be a spiritual repast to 
his people in earth and in heaven — -with the 
holy Spirit for rendering the bread which is 
broken the communion of the body of Christ, 
and the cup of blessing to the communion 
0£ the blood of Christ. Communion signifies 
' union with — the believer united to Christ — 
; one with Christ — a member in his body, lives 
in him, and on him, has communications of 
life, nourishment, strength, comfort, &c. as 
the members have from their union with 
the head. He has a real inward fellowship 
with Jesus, in his cross and passion ; iii his re* 
surrection and ascension ; in his intercession, 
«id sitting at the right hand of the majesty on 
. high. He communicates now with Jesus in 

all the bleiisings of his Father's love, and will 
communicate with him in all his Father^s 
glory. . O what a privilege » the Lord's Sun- 



pttj when it is thus the means of c6mtnui:rioft 
ttrith the Son, and with his Father throttgh 
tlie Spirit ! What an honour is it to be ad*- 
nntted %o a feast instituted by the. Lamb of 
God, and for the enjoyment of the love of 
Gkxi \ What a blessing b if to sit down riow' 
tB the marriage supper of the Lamb, and td 
partake by faith of its spiritaal realities aiitf* 
deHghts ! There is nothifig beyond this upoitt 
efeffth, and it has sometimes been to the bi- 
lifeving receiver, a foretaste of heiaven. Yes/ 
Uessed be God, it has been, even to thee, O^ 
ray soul, unworthy as thou art of one ci'urtflj - 
from the master's table, a feast of fat thirigs; 
of wines kept, even of hi things^ fliU *#• 
nianrow j of wifnes kept, attd well rcJfineA 
And When fihon hast not been so highly feasti* 
ed, y0t thou hast enjoyed solid communioA;' 
Partaking of the bread and mhe according' 
t^ the Lord's institution, and depending on 
the lord's promise, thou hast been fed and" 
adurished* at his table. The virtue of thW 
Spirit has been put forth iiv thy heart, aiid^ 
thou hast as truly by faith, eaittbe flesh, oad^ 
dmiik the blood of the S<xi of olan, as t{K}u 
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{)ji4st e4t the biseM and ^»k the wine. It 
^raa^ strictly speakings a conmwuon : being 
united to Christ, thou waat a partaker of 
Qhriat> and hadst feUaw^ihip with hiKi in his 
Ule a»d death. O pray for more of thk* 
Bc^ of the holy Spirit to inerease thy com* 
muiHoa with Jesus, (bat thou mayest live 
p^a^e in him and on him» and thereby enjoy 
vfiQfQ of the love of tl^ be»vxsidy Father.' 
Plead lus proaal9e,.aad es^pect tbeJulfiUing of 
it: ^' He that eateth my flesh aod drkiketii 
my blood dwelleth in iiie, and I in him: A$ 
the lirving. Father hath omt me^ and I li^ by 
tlie Father,, so he tto.t 6aleth in^ trem he siiail 
live by m^yJohnvh S6y. 57. 

Viewing tih& duties of the first table in this 
li^> how exalted are they, and spiritual 1 
What a gjory d^es it put Ufpon them,, that the 
believei^ bt^s fellowship with the eternal Three, 
afd in prayer lund praise, ici hearing and read^ 
ingilbe: word, and at the Lm'd's Supper, he en^ 
jpys ' liieir eoveaaat mercies, partaking of 
them now m really by fsdtb,, as ever he wffl 
by sense in heaven ! The law written aud ea^ 
grai!^ in stones was glorious, but the law 
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thus wfitteti lipon his heart excelleth m ^ory: 
Xhe two first tables of stone were broken, 
the othdr two are lost : but no time shall de* 
face the writing of the holy Spirit The new 
heart turned in love to God, shall keep his 
impression for ever. He then should rest se^ 
curely upon this : because he has undertaken 
to abide for ever with his own people, that 
the purpoaw^-of the Father's love, and the 
blessings o£>l^ Son's salvation, may be al* 
ways enjoyed by them. In remembrance of 
this great truth they keep the 

Lord's-day. They rest on it from labour, 
declaring thereby their belief of the res^ 
which the eternal Three have provided in 
Jesus — a, rest in their souls— given without 
their labour and pains — secured to them by 
covenant — kept for them by almighty power 
— a sabbath remaining for the people of God, 
into which they shall as certainly enter, bjb 
Jesus i their forerunner has entered. Sabbath 
signifies a day of rest. It was set apart ift, 
memory of God's finishing the works of the 
first creation : and is observed now in me- 
mory of his finishing the works of the new 
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ereadon. The end for which the world, was 
inade will be knswered soon ; and then it, and 
aft the works therein, shall be burnt up, and 
fee place of them found no more : but the 
glorious work of the God-man shall endure 
for ever. In honour of this greatest work of 
God we keep the Lord's-day. It is his Sab- 
bath— -a day eternally famous for his finishing 
the work of salvation, and entering into his 
rest. '' And we who have believed, says the 
H^ostle, do enter into rest." We do enter 
into it now by faith, and we share with him 
in his Sabbath. The atonement which he 
liiade, the righteousness which he wTought 
out, the victory which he obtained, the 
werks which he perfected for ever, and the 
glory which he now inherits, we enjoy at 
present by believing, and enter upon the 
possession of them. According to our faith, 
such is bur rest. He that believes without 
doubt or wavering in the finished salvation ot 
Jesus, he will have the peace of God ruling 
in his conscience, he will experience the per- 
fect love of God to him,' which will make 
him rest in his love to God^ and then he will 
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delist hnnsdlf in the ir Ays of <red. l%«iiift 
fhe christian Sabbath. It consists in restkig 
upon JesQS, ind in depending upon 'his faarM 
ing iiolshed the works of redemption^ and 
Aeh in living upon them ' for our sottis-, wi 
much as we do upon the works of erei^on 
for our bodies. 

Sweet is the day of rest, spent in tliis hln^ 
employment. Happy time ! set apart Hsi 
spiritual intercourse U'ith God^ and conse^ 
crated for keeping up felloirsftnp with him m 
his fatherly love in Jesusj and for receivmg 
froni him communications of his graces and 
blessings. Thrice happy day ? in which thk 
fellowship is kept up, and these graces and 
blessings are enjoyed. By this heavenly con* 
verse the inward mjan is renewed with ^ow^ 
ing strength : his faculties are eftli»*ged ; and 
their hc^ppiness is increased ; by which mean? 
be comes nearei" to the spiritual rest of the 
heavenly sabbath. He calls it his delighf, 
holy of the Lord, honcmrabl^ i hecause ihb 
end of its institution is answered to hifn, asd 
he has koi it happy contimunion with bis Grod» 
When be draws nfear to God in bis ^ppoinlj*d 
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mays, he fitids God in them) m4 eKperienceg. 
Iris loving kindness, whioh- is better than life> 
Itself. Blessed is- the man, who is thus higUy^^ 
ftivoured. He enters \rithin the veil into ^ 
hdlieSfe by the blood of Jesus, and finds i^ most 
kiting Father upon a throne of grace. In 
every service on the Lord's-day, he seeks & 
siore intimate acquaintance and more spint« 
mal fellowship with him. His very heart is en- 
gaged in tips work. His soul thirsteth, and bis. 
¥ery, flesh Jongeth to meet God, aa he. has mefc 
him i» the* san<;tuary. Therein ha has^ foundi 
communications, of gtace, which have renn 
d^red the ordinances delightfol indeed. , Her 
^joices in hopes of meeting God,, and .o£ 
drawing near to him in prayer, of praising 
biffi still' more and more for his abundant 
mercies, of bearing the reviving sound of 
gospel grace and of everlasting love, and: o£ 
soceiving it, not as the word of nmn, but aa 
it is in< truth, the w<H:d of God ; and of sittii^ 
down to the banquet of heaven in coousuniiaa 
vith Christ crucified ; ti^rough bur partaliing 
0t tbe Fa<lier's love by the Spirit's influence.. 

Blessed is he of tbe I^rd, who is thus spi-. 
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ritual in sabbath duties. By keeping up 
constant communion with God in them^ his 
blessedness is increasing. He is already in 
possession of the same things, which hii 
dder brethren are enjoying iii heaven : and 
he will become more heavenly-minded, white 
he maintains daily fellowship with the eternal 
Three in their covenant offices and blessings 
Consider, O my soul, that these privileges 
^e thine. Look well to thine improvenaeiit 
of them. Remember, thou art already, by 
believing, entered into rest Thy sabbatli is 
begun — a day whose sun shall never se^*^ 
whose glory shall shine brighter for ever^ 
more. May thine enjoyment of this rest, 
ti hich is so glorious, be growing, until thoti 
attain to the eternal sabbath. O pray tby 
Lord to lift up the light of his countenance 
upon thee, to vouchsafe thee more of the 
love of his heart, and more of the bounty of 
his hand ; more communion with him ; and 
more communications from him, that thou 
mayest be growing up into Jesus in all things^ 
and be ready, whenever he calls thee, to enter 
in with him into his perfect rest. • . 
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* Tbtis the firdt table duties are kept. B^ 
the teaching of the Spirit they become gospei 
privileges, When he makes us new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, then we take the Three in Je- 
hovah to be our God. We know our Father 
in Christ, believe in him, and love him. We 
»?ill have no other Gods, but him. We give 
his honour to none, his name to none, our 
tiine and heart service to none, but him. His 
iove, made known to us, engages our afFec- 
lions, and puts us upon seeking fellowship 
with him in all appointed ways. Yea, tli$ 
more we know of his perfect love to us, the 
mora we are dii^osed to love him, and to 
witness it in every thing we do. It becomes 
our study to walk before him in all well plea- 
smg : for we find it our happiness. Whether 
we eat or drink, rise up, or lie down to rest, 
follow our worldly calling, or have any deal- 
ings with men, we endeavour to do all in 
^faith. This makes the common things of 
life spiritual actions; because in them we 
maintain intercourse with God. This is, in- 
deed, the hjsavenly temper of the children 
of the most High. They seek the presence, 
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4^(1 tlie blesainips of thdr Father ki 3ti$m, 19 
all they do. They are taught to live m a 
jsimple dependence upon hba. They acknow- 
ledge this dependence by looking up to hiqp 
for every thing needful, and having receive4 
it by giving him all his glory. Then the^ 
are returned in heart and life to that God, 
from whom they had departed by unbelief. 

Most blessed return ! For now the old sia- 
ful nature^ with its affections and lusts, is paiv 
xioned, and thereby they have lost their dor 
minion. They have no right to exerci&e their 
tyranny any longer. The base, selfish teoay 
pers, which rendered a man a plague to 
others, and often a burden to bindself, are 
dethroned. The pardoning them is subduf 
ing them. These always go together. They 
keep the understanding in darkness, but now 
it is light in tlic Lord. They blinded the 
conscience, and njade it insensible, but now 
it has ^een its guilt, and has found peace 
with God. The heart was engaged in their 
service, but now God has set up his throne 
in it, and sweetly rules over the affections* 
Thus a free pardon brings a man into liberty* 
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He ceaseth to be a slave to his selfish tern* 

pers. A full pardon brings him full victory 

over them : for then he has the blood of 

Jesus to cleanse him from all sin, and the 

Spirit of Jesus to subdue all sin. He is 

taken into the protection of Christ, and is 

his free man. None shall make him a slave. 

The Spirit of Christ rules in him, and makes 

him willing to live under the reign of grace : 

He dwells and abides with him to preserve in 

his heart the love of God, and to produce in 

it the proper fruits of that love towards men. 

Thus he brings the sinner to love the 

Duties of the second table, which 

our I^rd has summed up in one sentence — 

"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 

This love was lost at the fall. Nothing is in 

tnankind, by nature^ but selfishness. He is a 

slave to divers lusts and pleasures, living in 

malice and envy, hateful, and hating one an* 

other. Every age has felt this malady, and 

complained of it. But no human means have 

been able to remedy it. Fine systems p^ 

ethics, and beautiful plans of natural religion 

have been tried ; the aid of strong reasoning) 

19* 
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ajfsistecl with the forces of logic ^4 metaph^-! 
siqa, haifi bef!Q called in, b|Ut all in vaia. Selfish 
^{Dpers broke through th^ir cobweb arg^* 
saents, and sported with their iioaginary 
bonds. Sometimes they polished thq outside 
a little; and made a man a courtier : Ue looked^ 
and smiledj, and seemed to love ; but t;hey 
did not reach his heart* This is the prerOr 
gaiive of the Lprd God. He only, who madiS 
us creatures^ can make u^ neve creature^ 
And until we are new born of Qod, yuA 
have every thing in us opposite to brotbierly 
love. But when we axe born of the Spirit 
th^n we are taught of him tjp love one an- 
other. He teaches it, ^nd he enforces.it J^ 
Iqs^oqs are entirely practical. He not only 
tpforms the understaadiQg, but also influenceff 
ihe aifiectiona. Having'disposed and enabled 
the heart to love God, he evidences the 
power of this divine love by its genuine fruits 
towards men. These are inseparable from 
their cause. Divine love is never without 
j^rotherly love : for so £eur^8 the love of God 
is felt, it produces loving tempers. It opens 
;ipd eolai^s the heart, as the warm, bearasiof 
the sun open and expand the flowers. The 
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agency, which performs this, is almighty. 
The holy Spirit having begotten the new na- 
ture, writes upon it the law of love. He keeps 
it wilting to resist, and makes it able to over- 
ctome^ the selfish tempers of the old man. 
The apostle Peter has given us a delightful 
flescription of the manner of the divine pro- 
ceeding herein, 1 Pet. i. 21, 22, 23. " Christ 
was manifest in those last times for you, who 
by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory, that your 
faith arid hope might be in God : seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
tiirough the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
iNPethren, see that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently : being born again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God^ which liveth and abidetb 
for ever." The christians to whom his writes 
were partakers of the new birth; they were 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible. The holy Spirit was the au;- 
thor of their regeneration. The word of 
truth was the means which he made use of; 
they obeyed: tiie truth through the Spirit By 
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believing it they were begotten again to a 
lively faith and hope in God. They evi» 
denced their love to him by their unfeigned 
love of the brethren : they loved him that 
begat, and loved those also that were begot-, 
ten of him. From whence it appears, that 
the love of the brethren is not in the heart by 
nature, but is from the grace of the holy. 
Spirit. He gives a new heart, and he sheds 
abroad in it the love of God, which by his 
influence works mightily in opposing and 
overcoming our selfish tempers, and in esta- 
blishing the practice of second table duties. 
These spring from divine love. The holy 
Spirit joins them together, as the cause and 
the effect. He teaches no man to love God, 
without teaching him also to love the brethren. 
He rains and shines upon the tree of love : 
lender his cultivation it thrives. He brings 
forth the sweet and loving tempers of the 
3ew man, and they bear fruit abundantly. 
And blessed fruit it is : for God has great* 
glory from it, and men much good. liOve 
thinketh, speaketh, and doeth no evil. Yea, 
it cannot be in the heart, without a desire to 



<io good to all men, especially utAD tbem fhat 
are of the household of feith— -to do fgood to 
their bodies and souls — to give honour tb 
whom honour is due — to preserve their live$ 
— their property — ^their chastity — theif good 
oame — to bear no false witness, but always 
to speak the truth of them — and to covet 
none of their blessings, either spiritual or 
tepfiporal. This is morality — Christian mor 
rality — for it is learnt no where but in the 
school of Christ What his Spirit teaches^ 
he enables also to perform, which moral per* 
suasion cannot. He gives a will and a power 
to put off the selfish tempers of die old man, 
and to put on the loving graces of the new 
man. These graces he preserves by his al- 
mighty agency, and calls them into daily 
practice, through faith working by love — love 
to God from a sense of his infinite goodpess 
— ^and love to man for God's sake. Thus 
the second table duties, when done out of 
gratitude to God for his infinite mercies, help 
the believer on in his walk heavenwards, and 
are the means of maintaining coi^tant fellow^ 
ship with his God. 
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Is this, O my soul, thy happy experieoce? 
Examine, carefully, what are thy tempei'S ? 
What is thy practice with respect to loving 
thy neighbour as thyself? There is great 
complaint in the world of the want of bro^ 
therly love. Atid no wonder. It cannot be 
in them who are wholly lovers of themselves. 
But may not the same complaint be taken up 
of the household and family of faith ? Are 
not the children of the same Father deficient 
in brotherly love ? Yes, they are. Too, too 
often they live below their privilege, and 
thereby bring great dishonour upon God, and 
give great offence to men. Be humbled, O 
my soul, for thine own failing. Remember 
what reason thou hast to mourn for the infir- 
mities of thy love — how barren it is in its 
proper fruits — how cold, when it should be 
fervent — how polluted, when it should b^ 
pure — how covetous when it should be libe* 
ral- Hast thou duly attended to the cause of 
this, and does it grieve thee to thy hearti 
Wouldst thou be saved from self-love^ and 
increase in brotherly love!, yet more and more ? 
Since this is thy case, meditate carefully upon 
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what is promised ; and pray earnestly for 
what is provided, for the subduing of those 
tempers, which are enemies to brotherly love, 
and which, if not subdued, will hinder thee 
from enjoying the love of God in thy walk 
with him. 

First, consider thy state. Thou art a par- 
doned sinner, not under the law, but under 
grace— ^freely, fully saved from the guilt of 
all thy sins. There is none to condemn, 
God having justified thee. He sees thee in 
bis, Son, washed thee in his blood, clothed in 
his righteousness, and he embraces him and 
thee, the head and the members with the 
some affection. 

Secondly; Consider what is promised to 
them who are in Christ. Sin shall not have 
dominion over them. Pardoned sin shall not 
reign; it cannot, for it is dethroned. Thou art^ 
thierefore, free from its bondage. Stand fast 
In this Mberty. Now the condemning power 
of sin is taken out of thy conscience, make 
use-of the grace provided in Jesus to deliver 
thine heart from the love of it, and thy con- 
versation from the slavish service of it. And. 
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rfemember this grace is almighty. Trust in 
it, and thou sbalt be saved from the tyranny 
of every sin. Therefore, 

Thirdly ; Read the great charter of grace, 
and mark to what glorious privileges thoif 
art intitled. Being saved from the guilt of 
all sin, and having a promise of being saved 
from the dominion <rf all sin, as the Lord's 
free man, thou art by faith to claim thy 
birth-right and to enjoy it. Since Christ has 
given thee liberty, to whom shouldst thou be 
a slave ? Put off, therefore, the old man with 
his lusts and deeds : serve him no lon^r : 
it is a blessed part of redemption to be saveA 
from his service. God be thanked, that h^ 
may be put off, as a garment which yoix 
have done with, and will put on m> morW. 
Away with it ; it is filthy and abominable, al- 
together. Yea, worse still : the plague is in 
ik. t)eath and hell are in it : for the old 
man, sinful nature, thus to be put off, is a 
jfodj of sin, and selfish tempers ar6 his 
members ; such as anger, wrath, malice, lies, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, arid 
covetousness, which is idolatry. Tliese must 
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^ put off, or they will be always plotting 
ismd acting against brotherly love. Therefore| 
the new man, renewed in the spirit of his 
mind, opposes them, and is mighty through 
God to mortify them. By the same power, 
lie puts on, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, hum* 
Idleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering^ 
forgiveness of injuries; even as Christ forgave 
him, so he forgives : and unto all these graces 
^e puts on love, which is the complete bind* 
\$kg of them together. What an amiable 
character is here of the new man ! He is cre- 
ated anew in Christ Jesus, that he may exer- 
cise every kind and benevolent temper to the 
brethren. He is renewed in his heart to the 
uofeigned love of them ; and is enabled to 
manifest it by every work and labour of love* 
Aiid lest the vile tempers of the old man, 
still in being, although dethroned, should get 
dominion again, he is strengthened mightily 
by the spirit in the inner man to crucify 
tbem day by day. Since this is hard work 
.consisting of continual and severe self-denial, 
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no less then in cutting off r^bt hand, and id 
plucking out right eye, lusts ; for thine en? 
couragement to persevere, consider, 

Fourthly, that tliou art in Christ — a mem- 
ber in his body — and in him thou hast perfect 
and eternal redemption from the old man of 
sin with his affections and lusts. The more 
this is believed, the more will the fruits of it 
appear. Faith in the absolute and everlasting 
victory of thy glorified head, will animate 
thee, as one of his members, to resist tby 
vanquished foes, knowing thou ait a partakear 
of his victory ; and in his strength, and to 
his glory, thou art fighting against them. la 
him thou hast already conquered. In hiin 
thou shalt be more than a conqueror. Reckon 
thyself therefore to be dead indeed unto sii^ 
but alive unto God in Jesus Christ thy Lord. 
And depend on him for the power of his 
death, that he may put it forth in thee, and 
mortify sin, and for the power of his resur'* 
rection to quicken thee to newness of life. 
Thy communion with him in his death and 
resurrection will be in proportion to thy £utfa. 
If thou believest steadfastly that thou art 
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one with him, thou wilt find the effect of it 
in steadfast communion. Cleave, then, to 
him, as a branch in the vine. Planted to- 
gether in the likeness of his death, thou wilt 
find virtue coming from him to crucify thy 
Selfish tempers. Planted together in the 
likieness of his resurrection, thou wilt find 
virtue coming from him to keep thee alive tx> 
<3od. To this fellowship with Jesus thou art 
wucified. Thou hast a right to communi- 
cate' with him in his life and death. And 
whilst thou art enjoying it by the faith of 
the Son of God, sin shall have no more do«> 
iioinion over thee, than it has over him. This 
being thy glorious birthright, O my soul, put 
honour upon it Enjoy it in the peace of thy 
conscience, and in the love of thy heart. 
Head thy perfect redemption in Jesus from 
every thing opposite to brotherly love, and 
improve this thy experience. As there is 
sufficient grace promised and provided for 
thee, see thou make use of it, and manifest it 
openly in thy tempers and in thy walk ! For 
consider. 

Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls upon 
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thee to give glory to him for his love to thee 
by exercising love toward the brethren : and 
tliou art bound to this by a thousand ties. 
Has he loved thee freely, dost thou know it, . 
and is the grateful sense of it upon thy heart ? 
How then can it be hid ? It cannot : it will 
manifest itself, as light does. The Father 
has chosen thee in his Son, that he might 
communicate to thee of his goodness, and he 
has made thee a child of light, that thou 
mightest reflect the rays of his goodness upon 
others. Thou art to show forth the praises 
of him that hath called thee out of darkness 
into bis marvellous light. He hath called 
thee out of the deadness and blindness of thy 
natural state, and hath enlightened thee with 
the light of life. How marvellous, that it 
should ever shine upon thee ! Marvellous in- 
deed, that thou shouldest shine, as a light, in 
the world !. Ad mire this grace. Let others 
admire it with thee, by seeing the reality, and 
by feeling the comfort of it. As the sun not 
only, enlightens, but also enlivens with his 
fruitful rays the face of the earth, and cheers 
every creature upon it : so let thy light shine 
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befpre men. Give them clear proof of thy 
love to God by thy love to them : let theitoi 
feel the blessed fruits of it, that they may see 
thy good works, and glorify thy Father who 
is in heaven. Love in thy heart will show it- 
self. It will communicate its gracious rays, 
and Ihe Father of lights will have the praise. 
This should be thine end, as it is his. He 
aims at bis own glory in all his mercies;: 

^this aim should be thine also. Thy Father 
calls upon thee to do good to others, that he 
may be glorified thiereby. O what ati high 
calling is thine ! What an honour does God 

. put upon thee. Thou art to bring him glory 
from men — from his own children : for their 

"bowels are to be refreshed by thee — arid from 

others, that whereas they would speak against 

thee as an evil doer, they may by thy good 

works which they shall behold, glorify God 

in the day of visitation. Aim at this. Look 

at no motive to do good to men below the 

glory of God. And remember, thy doing 

it may be the means of his visiting them, as 

he visited thee, with his great salvation. O 

^ blessed fruit of brotherly love ! may it be the 
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happy effect of thy light shining before men. 
May God be daily honoured by it, and the 
comfort, and if it please him, the salvation 
of his people be thereby promoted: Yea, 
Lord, this is my prayer. My heart says, 
Amen^ 

If thou findest it very difficult to live in the 
constant practice of brotherly love, meditate, 
O my soul, upon the gospel motives for an 
increase of faith, and seek for the promised 
assistance to enable thee to love others as 
God hath loved thee. Above all, expect the 
effectual teaching of the holy Ghost. He on- 
ly can write this delightful law upon the heart 
—the fair impression of it is kept by his pow- 
er and the exercise of it in thy tempers and 
walk, is the work of his grace. O pray then 
for a constant supply of the Spirit, that in all 
thy dealings with mankind it may appear 
thou hast been with Jesus. Set his most 
amiable life before their eyes. Give them 
reason to honour his beneficence, from thy 
copying it legibly after him. Let his love 
to thee be glorified from thy labour of love 
to them. Study to show forth his praiseS; 
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aod 1^ abaut doing good, as he did. And 
hereby convince the world, that Jesus Christ 
was the greatest moralist, and that his dis- 
ciples come the nearest to the perfect pat- 
tern of their master ; as a poet of our own 
observes — 

Tfilk they of moral* ? O thou bleediDg love ! 
Thou maker of new morals to mankind ! 
The ffTMid morality is love of thee. 

The love of Jesus teaches and enforces the 
love of the brethren. The Spirit of Jesus 
writes it upon the heart, and makes it prac- 
tical in the life. And thus the two tables 
are joined together : and love to him that 
begat produces love to them that are begot- 
ten of him. When the happy believer is 
walking in this love to his Father, and to his 
family, then he will live in the observance of 
the duties, which relate to himself : for he 
was taught them, when he returned in his 
heart to God. And every step he walks with 
God is in the practice of them. 

The first temptation was an offer of inde- 
pendence — " Ye shall be as God's" — man 
was drawn away by it, and fell from his high 
estate. Still this n^other-sin is fruitftil in fal- 
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len man. In great mercy there is a pardon 
provided, and in the way of receiving t"he 
pardon, there is a remedy for it. The in- 
finite wisdom of God so contrived the way of 
onr recovery, that without Christ we can do 
nothing. His salvation undertaken and finish- 
ed for us ; his salvation applied to us ; the 
blessings of his salvation enjoyed by us in 
time, and in eternity, are the free gifts of his 
free grace. He is the author. He is the 
finisher. He carries it on from first to last. 
All our sufficiency is of him. We cannot 
without him, so much as think a good 
thought. Therefore his redeemed people 
are brought off firom all trust in any other 
object, and are taught to place their whole 
dependence for salvation, and for every thing 
that accompanies it, upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ 

To this end the holy Spirit, the great con- 
vincer of sin, had made them acquainted with 
themselves. He had awakened them to a 
right knowledge of their state, of which 
they had not been sensible before ; and they 
found that they were fallen and apostate crea- 
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tares. He showed them sin in its exceeding 
sinfulness, and they tasted some of the bitter 
fruits of it : they telt in what a dreadful con- 
dition their departure from God had left them 
— so ignorant that they could not by any hu- 
man means attain to the least saving know* 
ledge of God — so guilty, that let them do all 
they could, still the condemning sentence of 
the law stood out against them — so unholy, 
that soul and body were sold under sin, and 
ready to every unholy word and work — so 
utterly helpless, that it was impossible they 
should of themselves attain true happiness, or 
escape deserved misery. The holy Spirit 
taught them these lessons practically. His 
conviction carried demonstration with it. He 
not only made them feel their guilt and their 
danger ; but he also opened a way for par* 
don and safety. He led them to Jesus, and 
in him they found every thing needful for 
their salvation — treasured Up for them by the 
free covenant love of the Father — secured to 
them by the fulfilling of all covenant condi^ 
tions in the life and death of the God-man — : 
and received by the faith of the operation of 



the Holy Ghost : By whom they were made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus — members 
under him their head — ^united as intimately as 
the branches are to the vine — and living by, 
and in, and on him, every moment, and for 
every thing. Thus the glori&er of J-esus 
teaches all his members to depend upon the 
fulness of their head, and he abides wkli 
them in order to keep them in this de«* 
pendence. He testifies to tliem of Jesus-— 
" He is your whole salvation, your all Lci all; 
you have not, you never will have, any 
thing to glory in, but in the Lord — wliat^ 
ever good you receive comes from his grace 
— whatever evil you escape, is from his 
blessing — and if ever you have eternal life> 
it will be the free gift of God in Christ Je* 
sus. Your bodies also are dependent on 
him, as well as your souls : persoofld, la* 
mily, national mercies are his royal favours, 
and bestowed out of his sovereign bounty." 
Thus he teaches believers. He humbles them» 
that they may exalt the Saviour. He makes 
them poor in spirit, that they may live upon 
his riches. He keeps them sensible of their 
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own ^mptifiess^ tliat they may be ihaking con- 
stant use of the Saviour's fulness, and living 
in an absolute dependence upon him for 
every thing. While they live thus by th6 
faith of the Son of God, every high thought 
is brought into subjection to him. Pride is 
daily mortified. Self-complacency is abhor->^ 
red. Self-admiration is abominable. Humi- 
lity is become their clothing, and they cannot 
put it off; because «very moment they are 
making use of it Sins, wants, miseries, 
temptations, &c. are continually reminding 
them of tteir vileness, and of- God's good- 
ness. And this truth, enforced by the holy 
Spirit, makes them willing to learn of Jesus 
to be meek and lowly. They become teach- 
able scholars^ and sit very low at his feet, 
wli^re they attain to true humility of heart. 
And this influences their whole behaviour. 
Ill' a deep and abiding sense of their entire 
sinfulness and helplessness, they loath them- 
selves before God, and walk humbly before 
men. They feel they are of themselves no- 
thing iHit siti, and if left to themselves can be 
nothing but misery ; therefore they put their 
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whole trust and confidence in a covenant 
(jrod, and bis free grace has from them all its 
glory. 

What is thy knowledge, O my soul, and 
what is thine experience of this Christian po- 
verty of spirit? Art tliou acquainted with it 
in the gnound of thine heart, and is it in thy 
daily practice ? Examine thyself, and with di- 
ligence : for it is a most blessed, grace, ad- 
vanced to high honour in the court of Jesus. 
To it he has made many exceeding great and 
precious promises. O pray to hinn for thid 
royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet, and 
hear his lessons. He teaches as man cannot 
He recommends, he gives, the griace of hu^ 
mility. He makes his scholars truly humliie 
in heart Observe his abasing doctrine, and 
may all within thee bow to the power of it 

Observe, how he humbles the sinner. He 
convinces him of his sinful state, of the cor* 
ruption of his whole nature, and of the 
depravity of every faculty of soul and body. 
The sinner is made to feel it, and to live 
under the sense of it And in order to fasten 
the conviction, clearer discoveries are daily 
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madfe of this corruption : for it is a mystery 
^f iniquity. There is no tracing to the bot- 
tom its deep-laid devices, and never-ceasing 
iVorkings. The heart is deceitful above all 
fMtigs, and desperately wicked \ vrho cati 
Rno^ it ? There h not a man upon earth 
i*ho knows all that may be known of the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, and of his own stn- 
ftilness. When the Lord, w^ho searcheth the 
heart, has laid open some of its infinite evil. 
He continues to discover more. EVery day 
BHngs to light strange workings of corruption. 
The convinced sinner has deeper views of his 
helplbssness, and of his unworthiness. And 
nftter many vam legal trials, he at last finds it 
irtrposstble for him to do any thing, for which 
(Bod ^trotild pardon him and save him. Thus 
he is' laid low with his mouth in the dust- 
Behold, I am vile, filthy, and abominable 
akbgether ; I abhor myself, ahd tepent in 
(fbst atid ashes. 

'These are the humbling lessons which the 
Kdly Spirit teachies. He convinces the sinner; 
(hat there is neither help nor hopb in himself, 
atttl so leaves himnothing to trust in, but the 
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salvation provided in Jesus by^coveoaqt Iqve, 
and given freely by grace. . And the manner 
of receiving this salvation is such as cuts off 
all occasion of boasting : for faijbh is the only 
means appoiiited of God, — and faith is his 
^ft — not bestowed upon the worthy, but upon 
the ungodly — ^not for any merit in them, or 
for any terms or conditions which they have 
performed, or ever will perform, but by an act 
of absolute sovereignty, to the praise of the 
glory of his own grace. He w^ill have mercy 
because he will have mercy. O humbling 
consideration ! How low does it bring the 
sinner ! Haw must his proud heart be 
abased, while he feels himself a debtor for 
every thing good to the mere will and plea- 
sure of God ! And so long as he enjoys those 
good things, he is kept poor in spirit, be- 
cause he has none of them in himself. Thej 
are laid up in the fulness of Jesus, are to be 
had from thence only by faith, and are re- 
ceived as the sense of his wants leads the 
believer to make use of them. Living by 
faith is the death of self-importance. Then 
the Ipftiness of man is bowed dQwn, th^ 
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haughtiness of man is made 10% and the 
Lord alone is exalted. 

Observe, O my soul, what an honour God 
has put upon this grace. " Before honour is 
humility." Whom God honours he hum- 
bles first. He giveth grace to the humble : 
because the humble give him all his glory. 
The highest throne which he has upon earth is 
in the humblest heart. To it he vouchsafes his 
constant presence, and makes the greatest 
communications of his love: " For thus saith 
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also' that is of 
a contrite and hmnble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones." O what an honour is 
here promised to the humble ! The greatest 
they can have on this side of heaven. God 
will dwell with them ; and what a blessing ! 
and his temple shall be in the humble heart. 
The high and holy One passes by what is in 
highest esteem among men. He stains the 
pride of human greatness and goodness. He 
does not vouchsafe to set up his throne with 



«38 

the prince, ; nor to give bis honour to the 
karned, of the world. But he puts honour 
upon the contrite and bumble. He con- 
descends to visit them ; yea, be delights to 
dwell with them, and in them — the highest 
above all heavens in the lowest liearts. There 
lie communicates his choicest love and richest 
favours. O my God ! bestow upon me this 
grace, which in thy s^ht is so precious. 
Humble aie, that I may be revived with thy 
presence, and refreshed daily with thy lova 
Give me more humility, and fit me for 
nearer fellowship with thee. Bring down 
every high thought, mid Let me 6nd it true^ 
that God resistetb the proud, but givetb 
more grace unto the bumble. 

Thus the tru^ poverty of spirit is needful, 
not only to bring the sinner to Christ, but 
also to preserve the believer in communion 
with him : lor so long as he walks by faith, 
every thing will tend to promote this com* 
munion. In the daily sense of his wants, he 
will go to his bountiful Saviour for a supply. 
In the feeling of his misery, he will depend 
on bis loving Saviour for relief: whereby he 
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will be led to more intercourse with him. 
What he finds wrong in himself, will bring 
him to live more by faith, and as faith in- 
creases, so will his delight in God. He 
will grow more sensible of his weakness, and 
that will make him stronger in the Lord. He 
will know more of his own heart, which will 
humble him, and keep him dependant on the 
grace of Jesus. He will see reason not to 
lean to his own understanding, but ever to 
pray, Lord, guide me by thy good Spirit 
Viewing spots and blemishes in his best 
doings, his triumph will be, ^^ I will make 
mention of thy righteousness. Lord Jesus, 
even of thine only." Thus every thing will 
humble him, and lead him to live more by 
faith ; by which means he will get £sister hold 
of Jesus, live in nearer fellowship, and be 
receiving out of his fulness grace for grace — 
two graces at once — the blessing needed — 
and thankfulness for it. Hereby a sweet inter- 
course will be kept open. To the humble 
God delights to give grace, and they delight 
to return him his glory. The more he gives, 

the more glory would they gladly return. 

21 * 
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Add he does give more^ ftod ba receives k 

back again in thanks and praise. Blessed 
grace ! by which thia holy fellowship k 
maintained. Happy humliity ! by which the 
heart, being emptied of self» is made capable 
of receiving the tiilness which is of God. 
Then is the promise fulfilled—" Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for their s is the kingdom 
of heaven" — it is theii^'s now — not only -ifl 
title, but also io possession : iox the kingdom 
of God is within tbeai ; and they are partakers 
at present of its blessings and glories, as truly^ 
though not so perfectly, as tbey will be m 
heaven. Meditate, O my soul ! ispon this 
divine grace. Thou seest the necessity of it ; 
O pray earnestly for it, and for more of i|. 
The ^eat idol self must be dethrone^ 
where God reigns. Thou canst not waJj^ 
with him, unless thou art humble in hearL 
And if thou lH!i;st. been walking with hioa, 
thou wilt be taii^ to stop, whenever thou 
begimvest to look at ^lelf with adimiratioa. O 
beg of tiiie Lord then to give thee the Irue 
gospel poveity of spirit. It is to be in 
constant prcbctice, and used for every tbiag : 
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for thou seest how it keeps up fellowship widsk 
God, who makes the greatest commanica- 
tions of himself to the humblest. And the 
reason is plain : because they return him all 
his glory. If, therefore, thou wouldst have 
much grace in exercise, pray for much huaxu-- 
Kty. O my God 1 whatever thou givest, give 
humility with it, that I may not seek self in it, 
but thine honour ; nor lay it out upon myself, 
Wt to thy glory. Meek and lowly Jesus ! 
make me lik^ thyself : keep me learning c^ 
thee, till I am perfectly like thea I would 
come always poor to thee, to receive of thy 
riches, and to receive with them an humble 
heart to praise thee for them. O let thy 
l^y be mine end and aim. Let me aisd 
mkie be thine — I humbled — thou exaljted. 
Let thy graces and gifts bring thee in a ^ron^ 
stant revenue of praise. And may tfajoe 
increasang goodaess be joined with a constant 
increase of humility, that my heart and all 
within sae tnay ble^ and praise thy holy 
aame, to-day and Axr ever. Amen. And 

Let this JjBpear in my whole behaviour tp 
others. Tills is anothei' blessed fruit of ku- 
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tnility. It has an influence over the be- 
liever's intercourse with mankind, and ren- 
ders his tempers and manners loving and 
amiable. Pride was not made for man, and 
yet it is in all men, and is the chief parent of 
human wo. It sets people above their 
place, and makes them think that they could 
support the greatest fortunes, and are able 
to manage the most difficult afluirs. Others, 
as proud as they, deny them their fancied 
superiority. Hence come wars and fight- 
ings, public and private. The sweet grace 
of humility is sent from heaven to relieve 
those distresses : - for into whatever bosom 
it enters, it renders men kind to one another, 
tender-hearted, ready to every good word and 
work. Thus runs the divine exhortation : 
" Be ye kindly affectioned one to another, 
with brotherly love, in honour preferring one 
another." This is heart-humility, which the 
holy Spirit requires, and which he bestows. 
He brings his disciples into humble subjection 
to God, and then to one another ; which has 
the most happy eJBTects upon public, social, 
and private happiness. How would these 
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Kourish, if all men were of a xneek and 
quiet spirit! fiut there is none of this 
among the unconverted ; and, alas ! bow lit- 
tle is there among believers ! How often are 
they found in the proud spirit of the world ! 
acting contrary to the lowly spirit of Jesus, 
And yet it is not for want of precept, nor 
for want c^ promised lielp : but it is because 
they are not walking by fiiith, as becometb 
the gospel, nor out of love to God's glory, 
studying to recommend humility by tbeir 
practice. Observe, Q my soul, the remedy 
provided of God for the subduing of all self- 
ish tempers, and pray that it may be effectual 
in thy life and conversation. ^^ Do ye think 
that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit thi^ 
dwelleth in us, lusteth to envy ? But God 
giveth more grace ; wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble/' This scripture cannot speak in 
vain ; for fallen man is certainly such as he is 
here described. The spirit that dwelleth in 
him, in his own nature, lusteth to envy-^a 
passion made up of pride and discontent — 
offended with God—- -apd displeased with the 
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blessings which He bestows upori men. It i§ 
an eneni}^ to the love both of God aiid man, 
and transgresses the law of both tables. Pride 
brought it into heaven, and the fallen angels 
broui^ht it into this world. Ever since it en-^ 
tered by sin, natural corruption breaks ovit ve- 
ry much in envy. But God giveth more grace 
to conquer this passion, than sinful nature has 
to put it forth. He not only gives grace to 
pardon it, but also more grace to subdue it! 
so that envy loses its dominion in the reign of 
grace. We cannot subdue, any more than 
we can pardon, envy, pride, and such pas- 
sions ; but grace is almighty. Want ever so 
much, use ever so much, God has still more 
ifor you. And he gives more, when the 
creature is humbled enough to take it out of 
the hands of his mercy. Thus he over- 
comes envy : " For he resisteth the proud ;'* 
he is at open war with them, and they with 
him. Pride lifts up the creature against the 
Creator, and puts it upon seeking happiness 
out of God : this is resisting his sovereignty, 
attacking his providence, and opposing bis 
law. He is concerned to pull such rebels 
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down^ aqd . be says their pride gdeth before 
destruction: ^' But be giveth grace unto the 
humble/' — ^be gives , them grace to bumble 
them, and being emptied, be delists to fill 
them : for then they are disposed to receive 
bis grace, and to value it Whatever God 
gives, the humble give it back again to him. 
They have the blessing, he has the praise : 
which is the just tribute due to him for bis 
gifts. And be gives more grace where he 
can g^t more glory. Thus be subdues self- 
conceit, with its various proud workings. And 
as grace reigns oyer them, humility prevails, 
which has a friendly aspect towards mankind. 
It keeps brotherly love in the heart, and tends 
mightily to the practice of every social vir- 
tue. Humility. sufTereth long and is kind ; 
humility envieth not ; humility vaunteth not 
itself;, is not puffed up ; doth not behave it- 
self unseemly ; seeketh not her own ; is not 
easily provoked ; thinketh no evil. 

Consider, O my soul, those motives to an 
holy walk. Put them all together. Weigh 
them carefully, again and again. Do it 
j&dthfvdlyy as in the presence of God. And 
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t$ien try trlvether thou art walking m {%(6 
Way of duty, with a free spirit. Dost 1!ho\| 
proceed upon evangelical, or upon legal prin*' 
eiples? l>ost thou serve God for wage* ot 
for love? Examine thy heart Ood looks 
chiefly at it. How is it in <luty ? Is thin* 
obedience to justify thee in the least, or does 
it spring from a sense of tliy being justified 
freely and ful Jy ? Art thou going ' about t6 
establish thine own righteousness, or dost 
thou submit to the righteousness of GdA? 
Art thou working from life, or for life ? I 
require thee to examine diligently, by the 
light of the word, and » by the teaching of the 
holy spirit, what thy motives are : for there 
is no acceptable obedience, but what is done* 
in* faith: lahatsoever is not of faith, is stn. 
If thou art acting aright, the love of Chrfet 
is constraining thee to obedience: Thou art 
living under the influence of free grace. 
Thy conscience is at peace with God. Thou 
hast sweet liberty to serve him without /ear* 
Thy heart delights in his service, and love 
mukes his ways the joy of thy soul. Thou 
knowest what Jacob fdt, when he served' 
seven years for Rachael, and they seemed 
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unto hhn but a few days, for the love he bad 
to her. A gospel spirit does the same to God 
— love makes long service short — and bard 
service easy. Nothing is pain, which love 
does. And this is gospel obedience. It is 
faith working by love, which refines duty 
into a grace; the commandments are ex- 
alted into privileges ; the ordinances become 
happy means of fellowship with God. The 
t)eliever meets God in them, and by free 
converse, he exercises and improves his love. 
He draws near to God, and God draws 
near to him in prayer, in praise, in hearing 
the word, at the Lord's supper, and in al[ 
sabbath duties. In these ways God manifests 
his gracious presence, and the believer re- 
joices in it. God communicates his graces, 
and the believer receives them with thankful- 
ness. O my soul, pray before duty for 
much of this communion with God in it. 
Seek it as the one great end of all duty : 
and if thou findest it, bless and praise the 
goodness of thy God* But still seek to be 
more spiritual and evangelical, that the fruits 

of thy fellowship with God may appear in thy 

22 * 
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J)ractice of the duties of the second table. 
Love to God will manifest itself by love to 
men : for the holy spirit teaches all his dis- 
ciples to love one another, and he teaches 
eflfectually. He not cmly makes them un- 
derstand what brotherly love is, but he also 
gives it. They become partakers of the 
grace, and arc enabled to practise it. Thus 
he recommends and enforces his lessons. He 
renders his scholars kind to one another, and 
tender-hearted. He puts forth his mighty 
power, and subdues the vile sdfish teftipers 
of the old man, and brings into use the be- 
nefvoknt tempers of the new man. While 
he carries on the gracious work, his disciples 
grow more acquainted with themselves, and 
learn heart-huinility. He makes them feel 
their fallen state, their sinfulness, and their 
danger ; in the sense of their guilt and of 
their distance from God, they are willing to 
receive Christ for their whole salvation, and 
then to enjoy in him all the blessings of the 
Father's love in earth and heaven. 

If thou findest it difficult, O my soul ! to 
walk according to this rule : if to obey 
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from love to God — to love men for God's 
sake — ^and in the sense of thine own vileness 
to be humbled to the dust — if these be hard 

lessons, consider vi'hat makes them so. 

Where is the difficulty? Is it not in thy- 
self? And is it not chiefly in thy not using 
and not bringing into practice the principles 
advanced in the former chapters ? Duty must 
be hard if the spring of obedience be not in 
motion ; but if this act freely, then all will 
go on well. 

Thy whole conduct through life depends 
upon the nature of the salvation, of which 
thou art a partaker by grace. Consider it 
attentively. The growing knowledge of it 
-will engage thine affections to a willing obe- 
dience. Is it not a complete salvationr— an 
absolutely perfect work — yea, the greatest 
work of God ? because all the rest come 
from it, and lead to it. Is it not the infi- 
nitely wise contrivance of the eternal Three, 
for which everlasting glory is to be given to 
every divirte attribute? When every other 
work of God shall cease, for this all heav6n 
will to eternity be ascribing honour, and blessr 
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ihg, and praise, to Father, Son, and Spirit. 
Attend, O my soul ! to the scripture account 
of this salvation. Review the glory of it. 
Read again and again the revealed descrip- 
tions of it, till thy heart be satisfied, that 
this salvation is as perfect and complete as 
the Lord God almighty could make it This 
is its character. Hast thou studied it well^ 
and art thou well grounded and established in 
the belief of it ? Mind : this is the founda- 
tion. If this totter, so will all the super*" 
structure. O pray then, and be earnest in 
prayer, that God would enlarge thy views of 
the infinitely glorious and everlastingly per- 
fect salvation, which is in Christ Jesus. 

As thou growest more acquainted with it, 
thou wilt see less reason to be discouraged at 
the experience of what thou art in thyself. 
It is a salvation for sinners — such as thou art 
— and no way differing from thee. Only 
when they are called to the knowledge of the 
truth, they are acquainted with their fallen 
state, are made sensible of their helplessness 
and of their misery, but are made willing to 
cast their souls, at God's command, upon the 
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Lord Jesus, trusting to the peace which he 
made by the blood of the cross. And art 
not thou in the happy number of these re- 
deemed sinners ? Dost not thou believe the 
record which God hath given of his Son, and 
look upon it as thy lawful warrant — to make 
use of what is laid up in the fulness of Jesus 
—thine to take freely — thine to use fully— the 
more the better — thine for receiving, without 
any condition or any qualification ! He loves 
to give, and without .money or money's 
worth. He thinks himself honoured by the 
pensioners of his grace, who bring nothing 
to recommend themselves but their sins and 
miseries, and yet trust in his promised relief. 
Herein he glories. When they come to him 
believing, he bestows his royal gifts upon 
every one of them. And so far as they be- 
lieve, he withholds nothing that is needful 
for their holy walk in the way of duty. 

These are the principles which thou art to 
bring into practice. Carry them, O my 
soul, into every act of obedience. Go to 
prayer and every duty with this faith, that 

thou art in Christ, and in him a partaker of 

22* 
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his finished salvation. Then the Father's love 
to thee will be manifest, and thou wilt have 
sweet fellowship with him in all thine ap- 
proaches to the throne-r-Whatever thou un- 
dertakest, forget not this leading truth. If. 
thou lose sight of it, thou wilt get into dark- 
ness : if thou art not influenced by it, thou, 
wilt be brought into bondage. Upon thb 
absolutely perfect salvation thou art to live by 
faith upon earth, and thou wilt have nothing 
else to live upon by sense in heaven. Trust-, 
ing to the complete work of Jesus, thou art 
to walk with thy God in time, as thou wilt 
follow the lamb in eternity, receiving all out 
of his fulness. O view him in this light, and 
it will have the happiest effects upon thy . 
daily walk. While thou art receiving from 
him grace for grace, thou wilt live with him 
in sweet friendship, duty will be the way and 
means of enjoying the love of thy divine 
friend ; and the more thou art in his company, 
the more delightful will be the way of his 
commandments. These are thy privileges. . 
Read the promises concerning them. Call to 
mind what thy Father in Jesus has engaged to 
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give his children. Has he not provided grace 
sufficient for them? And is it not for his 
honour, as well as thy profit, that he should 
give both the will and the power to walk 
humbly with him. O plead his promises. 
Bind him with his faithfulness. Be impor- 
tunate wath him, and pray without ceasing. 
I-et this be thy daily plea : 

O my God, order my walk according to 
thy holy word. It is thy mind and will, that 
I should love thee with all my heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength^ and my neighbour as 
myself: but I am not sufficient for these 
things. There is no pure love in my soul by 
nature. Every affection in me is turned from 
the Creator to the creature. I am in bond- 
age, a slave to lust, sold under sin. I cannot 
Iwe tiliee, infinitely lovely as thou art, until 
thou break my bonds asunder, and set my 
sotrl at liberty. But being now redeemed 
from guilt and fear, I am become thy free- 
man ; and for the unspeakable redemption 
that is in Jesus, thou wouldst have me to 
serve thee. Blessed be thy holy name for re- 
quiring mine obedience upon this sweet 
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motive — " I am the I-,ord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt and 
out of the house of bondage." On this 
account obey me : because I am the Lord 
your God, and I stand related to you, as 
your redeemer from slavery. O my gracious 
God and Father, I desire upon this motive 
to keep thy commandments. I believe thou 
art my God in Jesus, and through hina 1 have 
redemption from bondage to my sins and 
enemies. With this free spirit would I al- 
ways go to duty ; but I cannot walk in this 
liberty, any more than I could at first attain 
it, without thy grace. O my God, let the spi- 
rit of adoption abide with me, that he may 
draw me nearer to thee in thy ways and or- 
dinances, and I may in them enjoy morq of 
thy presence and of the light of thy counte- 
nance. Thee I seek in them. Thou art the 
end of all ways and means : an^l if they lead 
me not to thee, I go empty away. Gracious 
God ! make thy commandments the joy of 
my heart, and let them be the means of keep- 
ing up holy intercourse and happy fellowship 
with thee. This my heart pants after. Duty 
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ivithout this, is nothing worth. I wait in 
thine appointed ways for the visits of thy 
grace, hoping to gi'ow in knowledge and 
faith, in hope and love. The communion 
which I have enjoyed has increased my 
longing. My soul is athirst for God, pray- 
ing to be more with thee, and more like thee, 
^nd is not this what thou requirest, and 
what thou hast promised to do for me ? Grant 
me, then, my gracious God, the prayer of 
my heart. In all my duties let me enjoy thy 
presence and communications of thy love. 
Let me do them in faith, and with a single 
eye to thy glory. Let me be thus spiritual 
and heavenly minded in them, that I may 
grow up into Christ Jesus in all things. 

And I desire, holy Father, to grow in 
love to thee, that I may manifest the fruits 
of it by my love to mankind. Pardon every 
selfish temper which is opposite to the love 
of the brethren ; and teach me to love them 
as thou hast loved me. Whatever thou hast 
promised, falfil in me. Make me, O thou 
spirit of love, like the loving Jesus. Give 
me his benevolent tempers, and help me to 



i56 

imitate bus beneficent actions. Let his love 
to me be the pattern of my love to them. 
Since thou hast in much mercy made me a 
child of light, O let me shine before men, 
that they may see and feel my good works, 
and may glorify thee for them. And the more 
thou doest in me and by me, humble me still 
more, Q my God ! Keep me meek and low- 
ly, always ready to give the glory of all my 
mercies to the Three in Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Spirit ; to whom be equal honour 
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The believer goes on his way ryoicing in God. 

Ha PPT is the man, to whom it is given, 
on the behalf of Christ, to believe. He 
has the blessing of peace. He is reconciled 
to God, through faith in the blood of Jesus : 
and he is freely justified, through faith, in the 
righteousness of Jesus. The Father has ac- 
cepted him in his beloved Son, and it is tile 
joy of his soul to know it ; therefore he loves 
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God, because God firrt loved him. In the 
c^ijoyment of this love, he finds his heavet) 
begun. By the same Spirit, who manifested 
it and shed it abroad in his heart, be is kept 
seeking for more discoveries of it. In every 
appointed means he waits. As the hart 
'panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth the 
soul after more of the presence of God, and 
of the light of his loving countenance. Hav» 
ing a cotamahd — Seek ye my face — he obeys 
it from his heart ; but his chief view in obe- 
dience is to behold the face of the Lord 
turned to him in love. He M^ants fellowship 
with God in duty, which highly ennobles, and 
also endears it to him. He performs it in 
faith, and in a free spirit. He goes to it as 
& beloved child to a most loving parent : and 
his heavenly father meets him in if — ^receives 
ham graciously — speaks to his hearts— and 
makes him sehsdble that he can deny him no 
manner of ihing which is good. Hence the 
ways of duty become ways of pleasantness. 
The farther he advances in them, and the 
fnor^ spiritual he grows in the performance 
df them> he finds clearer communications 
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of his Father's grace and love, which '9tiU 
increase his joy; and afford him surer earnests, 
and faapi^er foretastes of joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

As for the ungodly, it is not so with them. 
They are always seeking after joy. TTiey 
are busy, and weary themselves in the pur* 
suit of it; but they cannot find it. While 
they are turned in heart from the Lord, they 
look downwards for it, where it is not. They, 
expect it will spring out of the ground : and 
if they cannot discover it upon the surface, 
they will dig into the bowels of the earth for 
treasures of hidden joy. But they disquiet 
themselves in vain. It is the sovereign do- 
cree of the almighty, that nothing can make 
a sinner truly happy but God in Christ : this 
they will not believe ; and therefore they go 
from creature to creature, from object to <^ 
ject, inquiring, Where is the best joy to be 
found ? Each promises them — it is in me. 
But each disappmnts them. And yet they ^ 
on, seeking it to-day in that very thing 
which deluded them yesterday. Yea, tbeir 
foolish hearts are willingly deluded. They 
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abould attain. If after many trials they find 
the emptiness of one creature-comfort, then 
they turn to another ; and they will try the 
whG^e compass . of beings and things, and 
will at last die in the trial, rather than seek 
fw joy where it is holy, perfect^ and evcr^ 
lasting. 

> The believer is saved from this .vain pursuit. 
He has beenconvmcedof theiaauffieiency of 
the creature to make him happy. Heh^ 
seen an end ®f all perfection in it. He cai» 
Miy, with the royal praaoher, " Vanity of v@r 
nities, all is vanity" — all is changeable and 
imperfect, under the sim; far. the whole world 
lieth in wickedness and und^r, the curse* 
J>€ieply sensible of his error. in baviug sought 
f<^r joy in the .way of desti'uction, he, now 
s^ks it in the living God. Here he comes^ 
to.tt]^ siipreme good, the spring-head of tru€ 
y^y : and the streams which be receives from 
tii^nce.are always iQ.pr.(ipfi»rtion to his faith. 
If this be strong, there, is great joy in the^ 
sjouL If this be weak, joy is. at a low ebb« 
The effect is according iQthe caus« which 
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produces it. Joy ih God is the effect of 
faith ; acccNrding to the apostle's prayer-^ 
[\ Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
in believing." There is a present fulness of 
joy which we have by believing, as there is a 
future fulness of joy, which Mre shall have by 
sense. So tlmt joy rises as believing does^-— 
fulness of believing brings in all joy — 
present enjoyment increasing as the title to 
future is clear. The present is the divine 
pledge of the future, and is therefore given 
us, that by believing we may now rejoice in 
Are Lord, ftnd be ^ad in the Lord God of our 
>(ialvalion. 

From hence it appears^ how necessary it is 
to the believer's walking in joy, that his un- 
derstanding should be clearly enlightened 
with the knowledge of the doctrines of graoe, 
and that his heart sbcmld be established' in die 
bdief of them. Thou canst not, O my soul, 
review tliem too much, nor meditate upon 
them too long : fisir they enter into the very 
essence of all true joy. Study the gOK^el 
method of making reconciliation for iniqoky, 
which was the work of Itomtnuel; and of 
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reooncilins man to God; which is the work 
of the holy spirit Has he done this in thee? 
Art thou reconciled to; God ? Is thy con- 
science at peace, is thine heart happy through 
£siith in the atonement and righteousness of 
thy Saviour? Art thou satisfied' of thy per 
feet acceptance in the beloveid ? Dost thou 
therefore obey thy Father out of gratitude, 
and go to duty to meet him,' and to have feU 
lowship with him in his love, and to glorify 
him for it ? Dost thou find his presence ? 
Is he with thee in all means, and airt thou 
seeking in them for nearer and more intimate 
communion with him ? Since tliis is thy case, 
what return wilt thou make for such inestima- 
ble favours ? Surely thou wilt be glad in the 
Lord, and wilt rejoice in the Grod of thy 
salvation. Being at peace with him, and a 
partaker of hb love — waiting for the esta- 
blishing of this peace and love in the way of 
obedience, and expecting more communion 
with thy God in the way of duty^ who can 
have greater reason to rejoice? A saved 
sinner, delivered by mere^jrace from wrath 
and hell, entitled tball spirhmil blessings in 
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take Qf tbem^.tnay siiig;and make melody in 
bis heart all the way to heaven. And yet, 
alas ! how often art thou, O my soul, in 
heaviness, walMng in distress, and cast down, 
8^ if thy hot>ecQf rejoicing was in vain. And 
tlus ia. not thy t^se alone. It is too common. 
How many ofj God's children spend their 
days in jambamftil frame, and seem to forget 
their high calling and undoubted title to the 
fulness ^ joy! Medits^ a little upon, the 
ingratitud^f of this behaviour, and may the 
gospel .motives to rejoice in the Lord always 
be (he. means of saving thee from an un^ 
tli^okful' and mournful temper. 

First /Observe, he requires it of thee, Th^ 
scripture speaks much of the holy joy of be- 
lievers,: and calls for it. They are in duty 
bound to be glad in their. God, as much as 
to pray to him : for he is always bestowing 
merges upon them, whiehMlemand their ever- 
lasting tribute of thanks : and they cannot foe 
thankful without being joyful. How closdy 
were these tw» anttali in the holy Psalmist ! 
None eveiritere&pduB fbr praising God, or 
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tor rejoicing iit GocJ. What he felt himself 
he often exhorts the redeemed to experience : 
"•Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: for 
praise- is comely for the upright : Light is 
so^vn^ for the righteous, and gladness for the 
urpright in heart : Rejoice in the Lord, ye 
righteous, and give Aanks at the remem- 
brance of his holiness." Remember his 
righteousness and holiness, how great they 
are, and how great the grace is, i;vhich has 
f(»md out a way to make you righteous and^ 
holy : R^nember those blessings with faith, 
and your hearts will be glad, and your months 
will praise God with joyful lips. What a sense 
had the prophet of those blessings, when he 
lk*oke forth into tiiis acknowledgment? " I 
v^ill greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul 
shall- be joyful in my God : for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he hath covered me with the robe of righte- 
ouwess, as a bridegroom deeketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adoraeth herself 
with her jewels/* These are the wedding- 
garments, with which the heavenly bride- 
groom adorns his church, and in which he 

23* 
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introduces her to the eternal bwqiiet of love. 
Blessed are they who are called to the mat* 
riage-supper of the Lamb. Blessed are they 
indeed, for they are arrayed in royal robes : 
their souls are all glorious with the beauti^ 
of Immanuel, with his divine righteousness 
and matchless graces. They have reason 
now to rejoice greatly : for they shall soon 
come to Sion, with songs aod everlasting joy 
upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and s^hing shall flee 
away for ever. These scriptures prove evi- 
dently, that believers are called upoft to re- 
joice : it is their bounden duty to be glad in 
their God, for they are not living like his 
childreni and making up their happiness, in 
their Father's love, unless they are rejoicing 
in his rich and everlasting blessings : for, 

Secondly, Joy arises from the sense of some 
good. Joy in God arises from the s^nse of 
his being our chief good, and of our interest 
in him. And this is the joy of faith ; whi^ 
is BOt in the least like the light frothy joy of 
the sensualist, nor tho wanton mirth of the 
unthinking multitude. It is not drajHrn^ as 



worldly joy is, from vain perishing things, 
but from the word of God, which st^ndeth 
fast for ever. It springs from the revelation 
of grace md merdy in Jesus, and from 
^ing credit to it. Whoever honours its 
testimony, as the truth, of God, will be eon- 
vinced, that he, trustit)g to the atonement of 
Jesus, shall never perish; and, trusting to 
the righteousness of Jesus, shall have ever- 
lasting life. Hence come joy and peace in 
believing. The conscience is reconciled to 
God j and is at peace. The heart is made 
sensible of the love of God, and rejoices in 
him. This was the experience of the sweet 
singer of Israel, in the 33d Psalm : " Our 
heart shall rejoice in the Lord, because we 
have truiited in his holy name." This is a. 
goqd -reason. Whoever trusts in God, will 
certainly rejoice in God: for by trusting in 
bis wordy and by depending upon his iaitb- 
fokiess, he cannot be disappointed of the 
.good things which God has promised. We 
baire an instance of this in a ti*emblincr dea- 
pairing sianer, who had drawn his dagger^ 
and was* plpiging it into his heart. lo that 
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moment be heard of Jesus. It was given Mm 
to feel his want of a Saviour — " Sirs," says he 
to Paul and Sike, '^ what must I da ta be 
saved?" And tbey said, '^ Believe in the 
name &f the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
sfaalt be saved, and thy house." And they 
preached unto him the word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his house. And he 
took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes, and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat be-' 
fore them, and uejoiced believing. O 
what a happy change was here, and made by 
beKeving ! The ^ self-murderer forgets his 
bloody design, and drops his dagger. Me 
hears of a pardon, and believes. His black 
despair gives way to sweet peace in God. 
H4s misery ends in tfie knowledge of a joy- 
ful salvation. How blessed are they that 
believe ! God has pronounced them, and 
God will make them blessed. There is no 
misery deserved, but by faith they are saved 
from it ; and no good promised, but by fakh 
tbey. may now enjoy it ; they have therefore 
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all the reason to rejoice that any person can 
have on this side of heaven. For, 

Thirdly, This joy is distinguished from the 
vain joy of the world, by its author. It is 
the gift of God. It is one of the graces of 
the Spirit of God. St. Paul says, " The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy," &c. — love 
to God, and then rejoicing in God. When 
the Spirit of adoption enters into any heart, 
he manifests, by believing, the love of the Fa- 
ther, and thereby excites it into holy joy. 
He comes to make the soul happy in its re- 
turn to God. It is the very end for which he 
is sent from the Father and the Sony'^and 
therefore it is called the joy of the Holy 
Ghost. It is his fruit, produced by his in- 
fluence, and kept by his power. It is like 
hiihself, of a spiritual and heavenly nature — 
a pure affection — in all goodness, and right- 
eousness, and truth. He refines it front 
creature-delight, and exalts it above sensual 
pleasure : for it is the result of nearness to 
God, and the effect of fellowship with him : 
which is, 

Fourthly, Another blessed ingredient in the 
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joy of believers. It has God for its object. 
It is joy in God as their God, their su- 
preme good, known, believed in, and enjoyed. 
The holy Spirit has consecrated their hearts 
for fellowship with him. He has brought a 
free pardon for past apostasy, and full power 
to dethrone creature-love ; and he abides in 
their hearts to subdue it. He enlightens their 
understandings to see the vanity of the crea- 
ture, and the fulness of God, and he enables 
them to reject every thing tliat promises them 
happiness, if they cannot enjoy God in it 
Thus he keeps their hearts chaste and fixed 
upon God. Their joy becomes simple, as 
their faith is : for this looks at the finished 
salvation, and resting entirely upon it, sees 
God perfectly reconciled ; thereby it lays a 
sure foundation for their joy in God : be- 
cause Chey now know him by faith to be their 
God, and can see their interest in all the 
blessings of his love in Jesus. This is the 
fountain-head of joy, from whence flow 
rivers of pleasure, for ever- more. The near- 
er they live to the fountain-head, the more 
communion they have with God : their hearts 
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become purer and holier, and tbeir joys are 
more spiritual and heavenly. 

This is the only remedy for the miseries 
with which the world abounds. Men are 
uneasy ; seek for joy, and cannot find it ; 
because they seek where it is not. They 
go to broken cisterns, which cannot hold 
it They are disappointed, and wonder; 
but still go on, spending their days in this 
vain pursuit. They do not attain any true 
joy. It flies from them, and at last they lie 
down in sorrow. What thanks then art thou 
bound, O my soul, to return unto thy God, 
who has saved thee from this delusion ! What 
a mercy is it, that thou hast been led to the 
fountain of joy 1 O live near it, and from 
it derive all thy streams. Seek them all in 
God, and seek them in faith upon the war- 
rant of the divine promise. He has said, 
'^ The meek shall increase their joy in the 
Lord" — they shall have it and increase it. 
The more meek and lowly thou art, the more 
wilt thou be joyful in God. Pray then for 
growii^ humility, that thou mayest experi- 
ence the sweetness of this scripture — " Re- 
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joice in the I^rd always,, and again I say^ 
rejoice" — there is always a matter of joy in 
the Lord. What a fulness did he find who tes- 
tifies of it thus — " My joy shall be in the 
Lord — God is the gladness of my joy — all 
my springs are in thee— for thou art my ex- 
ceeding joy." Happy prince! Air his 
springs came from God, and led him to God. 
He did not draw his happiness from the 
brooks, but from the fountain. The brooks 
dry up, but the fountain cannot. . He did 
not rejcnce in his crown and dignity, in his 
victories and treasures, or in any worldly 
good. He enjoyed God in them, w*ho wa& 
the joy of his heart. He only valued the 
gifts for the sake of the giver ; for he made 
use of them by faith, aad then they were the 
means of bringing him near to God, and of 
keeping up communion with God. Whoever 
does this is a great blessing. And every 
thing should do this to a believer. While he 
lives like a child > of God, he exercises his 
faith for spdrituals and .tempoifaU ; and his 
heavenly Father blesses himi according to his 
word, wherein he hath caused him to put his 
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truilt, QBd gives him cootiiiuidffaiatibQrfor joy 
and tbafikfulness. 

TJ^is is the portion of the .Lord's people/ 
He has entailed it on them; It comes 19^' 
them by inheritance. And thou art bounc^ 
O my soul, to make use of' 'it. Thy duty 
and interest call upcm thee to enjoy much of 
it. .Thy gratitude for the exceeding great 
mercies of : thy Eatiicr's love cannot be so ; 
properly shown^ asL.by rgoidng in him: for 
the thankful heart. saiuiot* but be jojifal. iit' 
feels, happy in God. My meditation of hii^, ^ 
ss^s a'^ntefnl soul^ shall he i^ieet ; - 1 ^ili4ie 
glad in the Iiord. : i Tliis is^> august tribU%^ 
wbicbithe Father expects^kn^ vrbrch the Hg^ 
S^it enabled hi^^riihlldfieli to i*etut*ri him. ' 
^^ Blessed is the people that know the joiyiftt 
soand ; they^ shall tumUc/QE^rd^ in thetight 
o^ thy co\jgiiSjaAance^:'^^»T&v kam&i shall 
they < rejoice all the lUiyj^^and^iiilthy ri^^leeiiii-' 
ness shall they foe^exalted/' Thdie'afe^iat 
privities, which God has prdnrised aiid dol^s^ 
bestow upon his peofda' It is tvae^tbey do: 
notfadLalike.rgoice^v^Mi gi^eat joy; bcM^ they^ 

all oagbt W^ben Iheir. faitb [ is weak . their 
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jo)^ kiitlhauf Ditthey have the same r^lit to 
believe, and to rejoice in believing. There h 
thri(^asqe provifcion made for the whole faultily 
and bousebold at fiuth. Tbey are interested 
ia the sam€ covenant, have the same promi* 
ses, and the same fiathfuloess to make tbem 
gpod. They have perfect secarity given them, 
that they may tmist and not be afraid^ The 
people who know the joyfid soond of a free- 
graeet salvation, have good reason to beKeve, 
wilhoiit^o^ht Off ^ravering. By such a faith 
tiji^..\^iU. see God perfectly reconciled to 
ttonv* and wiH hahoU tiie light of hia conn*- 
t^iPWDe shipfng oii tbesif in.love« A blesied 
sy^i! To|ie)E» JS.oleaiiy.js^lory.be^jmi^:; to 
wf^ }th '4 is glory ipcfgatiki^! . What is it but' 
hfMKien, iO ro^oioe all tb6 ^Ay long r [ But then 
it: imuat Jbisrii^ ^9JEti( niAmmf'm the iocarmile 
vimdf in/iehowdii J«at3St;)]3y hitk in whose 
ri{^iM!Qiisiiess..tbe^.8haU4ie- exalted, as high 
aa^ai creature c4n be^-^being justified freely 
and fully, they .hanfo access iiito this perfect 
gvace wbereio they staiid« and they i^oice in- 
the hope of tl^e glo^yiief God : and not onlyrr 
so^ bat.they rejoiM'in the wayitoj^oi^ in* 
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tribulations also, knowing that all tlikigs are 
-working together for their present, and for 
their eternal enjoyment of God. 

For their encouragement thus to rejoice in 
the Lord, he has promised them; tfaaet the joy 
which be gives shall not be taketi away, 
which is, . 

Fifthly, Another great privilege. Triae 
joy is the gift of God ; is a grace of the 
Spirit of God. It has God for its ais^Avor, 
and God for its object ; andii;'ha$ tiiis! prero- 
gative annexed to it, that no onecari destroy 
this gift of grace. The Lord Christ deolares, 
that he will not suffer any creature to^late 
away what he bestows. What a licb cdrdial 
was this to his dejected aposftiesi Xhey 
were moummg upon account of hk ieavicig 
them, and were sadly cast down, as nien Md&'- 
out hope. But he revives their droopiog 
hearts with a promise— " I will see you again, 
and your hearts sbali: rejoice, and your joy 
no one taketh from you;^ This is indeed 
strong consolation : for it is one of ^ the 
streams which maketh glad the city of God^^ 
a stream that never fails — ^it runs out of th^ 
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ocean erf. free-grace, and hone can stop ite 
nmning back into it. Not as the world 
giveth give I utito you, says Jesus. The 
world giveth empty joys ; continueth them 
by an unt^rtain tenure; and at last takes 
away all its gifts, and leaves its deluided 
votary to suffer the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Whereas Christ gives what is truly good, 
soKd and lasting. His gifts are without re- 
pentance. He is of one mind in continuing, 
as wepl as faif jgiidng : for his motives are in 
a^ of himself, and always the same. His 
own m^re love, his free-grace, and the good 
pleasure of his own will, dispose him to giv^ 
and to continue his favours : and his one end 
is his own ^ry. Therefore be will not take 
away the Joy whicli he has given, and he 
wJCl suffer no one to take it away. He se- 
cures by Ins power what he gives by his love. 
Such is the bdiever's right to rejoice in the 
Lord always. His title is indefeasible. God 
has freely given him in Christ all the good 
that can make him happy ; and he enjoys it, 
and isr happy, eo far as he lives by faith. 
Wtilerbe goes axt from faith to faith, his joys 
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increase. Growing faith briligB hkn in a 
richer harvest of joy. And be is commanded 
still to proceed^ until his joy be full ; which 
is a 

Sixth privilege, peculiar to joy in God. 
Other springs fail. They are often dryi 
And when they run the fullest, he that drinks 
of their watpr thirsts the more. But joy in 
God has a satisfying fulness. The fountain 
i«r always full, yea, is always running over ; 
and all the streams bring happy peace and 
holy joy. The more a man drinks thereof, 
the more sober and spiritual he becomes : for 
whatever flows out of this fountain is grace, 
sanctifying ^ace; the more we partake of it 
we grow more like it. There is in it the di- 
vine property of con£3rming and assimilating 
us to itself : for it weakens the corruptions of 
nature, and strengthens the faenUies of the 
new man, and as tliese grow stronger, they 
cleave closer to God, and have more feUow- 
ship with him. By which means they partake 
more of hi» joy. A happy partaker of it de-^ 
Clares — " In thy presence is the fulness of 

joy/' and therefore h^ prays — ^" Make me 

24* 



276 

fall of joy with thy countenance" — ^the pre- 
tence of God with me/ and his loving counte*. 
nance shining upon me^ is the fullest joy up- 
on earth. And this comes from the grace of 
the holy Spirit, and is received by faith. Our 
Lord says to his disciples — " These things 
have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full." His end in speaking was to give th^n 
good reason to rejoice, and to continue re- 
joicing, and if they received what he spake 
with full assurance, as they ought to do, it 
would produce in theni a fulness of joy. And 
tbb would be so much to his hcmour, and. to 
their profit, that he commands them to asJcit 
of the. Father in his name — " Ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full." 
To the same purpose, the apostle John, tr^t- 
11^ of the person of God Incarnate, through 
whom we have fellowship with the Father in 
all. the blessings of his. love, says, ^^ These 
things write^we.unto y^Wi that your joy may 
be full" His design in wjitin^. was to lead 
them to nearer, fellowship with the blessed 
Trinity^ and to stir ttem up to seek, in it 
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their fulness of joy : and they have it full^ 
who, satisfied of their title to the Father's 
blessings^ are receiving them freely out of the 
Son's fulness by the grace of the Spirit. It 
becometh them well to rejoice : for in the 
same blessings^ there is fulness of joy for 
evermore ; joy unspeakable and full of glor}% 
Put all these considerations together, and 
then sec, O my soul, what a rich provision 
thy God has made for the joy of thy heart. 
Admire and adore him for his great salvation, 
for delivering thee from sin and sorrow, and 
for the free gift of righteousness and life eter- 
nal. To pardon, to justify, to glorify such 
an one as thou art, O what divine and infi-' 
nite grace ! What wilt thou return him for 
manifesting his love to thee, and for engaging 
thy love to him ? How great is thy debt for 
admitting thee to fellowship with him, as thy 
God and Father, and for the gracious com- 
munications of his love to thee in Jesus ? 
What a subject is here before thee for de- 
lightful praise ! Look at it in any true light, 
thou hast reason to be glad with exceedklg 
great joy« God, the infinite fouMaiti of 
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good, is thy God. He rejoices in thee ; 
therefore thou shouldst rejoice in bioi. He 
has loved thee freely ; how canst thou be sen- 
sible of this, without loving him ? His love 
hath blessed thee with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus ; whilst thou art receiving 
them out of his fulness, how canst thou re* 
fuse to thank him with joyful lips ? He says 
that he rejoices over thee to do thee good ; 
the belief of this should fill thy heart with joy 
and gladness. Indeed, there is nothing ki 
Qod but what should be to thee matter of 
r^)<Hciog. His faithfulness and justice are on 
thy side, as well as his never-failing compas* 
sion : for he is thy Go4 — ^thy covenant God; 
^ has given his Son for thee, and his Spirit 
to thee ; by bis grace thou hadt been called to 
enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
and to partake of their covenant blessings^ 
It is thy privilege to be improving this fel-* 
towship, c^nd even upon earth to be tasting of 
the joys of heaven. ' May thy faith bring thee 
if^ a rich .fei^t, yea, a fulness of joy till thy 
cup run over with the rivers of pleasure, 
which are at GodV right liand for evermore. 
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Remember, O my soul, it is thy. duty and 
thy privilege thus to rejoice in God. It is 
thine interest and thy happiness. Thy God 
requires it of thee, as the grateful ocknow-^ 
ledgment of his favours: they are all of 
grace, inestimably rich, and everlasting. He 
would have thee to honour him for the gifts 
by rejoicing in the giver. Joy is the sense of 
his goodness to thee ; and canst thou receive 
the present, and live in hopes of the eternal 
blessings of his goodness, and yet be vi^ithout 
a joyful sense of them ? Examine well, and 
try thyself. How is thy heart ? Is it happy 
in God ? Is it happy in nothing but God? 
Whatever a man puts his trust in, from that 
he expects his happiness. In what then dost 
thou trust ? Certainly thou wilt say, my 
trust is in the mercy of God for ever and 
ever. And should not he be the only matter 
of thy joy, who is the only ground of thy 
faith? If he be, then why art thou so often 
cast down, O my soul, and why art thou jso 
lisquieted within me ? How many dejec* 
lions, what great sorrows, and what frequent 
heaviness dost thou experience ! From 
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whence come they? Joy is sown for thee. 
The sower is the Son of man. The Father 
has promised it, and bestowed it on £hee for 
thy portion : thou hast been called by grace 
and the joy in believing is thy birthright 
What is the reason thou art not happy in thy 
God, aud rejoicing in him always? Search 

diligently for the cause; Depend upon.it, 
there is a great mistake somewhere. The 
scriptures cannot be broken, which treat of 
continual joy in God. The promises cannot 
bil. The promiser is faithful; and yet thou 
art not always a partaker of the promised 
grace. How is this ? O try to come to the 
bottom of this error. May the Spirit of wis* 
dom lay it open to thee, and may thy sor- 
row be turned into joy. 

Perhaps thou art seeking for some reasoa 
to rejoice in thyself. This rejoicing is not 
good, although it be very common. It has 
a bad motive : it comes from pride. The 
end is bad : it is to exalt and aggrandize self, 
which was man's sin and ruin. It is forbid* 
den in scripture — He that rejoiceth, let him 
t'ejoice in the Lord. If thou couldst find 
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sometbiog in thyself to be pleased with, thoa 
wouldst then rejoice in thy pride. Sorrow 
for not finding it may bring thee right : be- 
cause it may be the means of showing tiiee 
that thon hasit nothing of thine own to Ipofc 
at with self-complacency. What hast thou 
that thou hast not received ? And if thou 
hast received it, why wouldst thou glory, as 
if thou hadst not received it ? Hast thou 
any thing of thine own but siu.? Who gave 
thee grace, and made thee to differ from 
others ? Was it not God ? Did not all come 
from the good pleasure of bis own will? 
He saw nothing good in thee at first to move 
him to be gracious, and what he continues is 
ta the praise of the glory of his own grace. 
If thou basi lost the sight of these truths, no 
wQiider thou al^uldst go mourning. God 
will not, : voiact^i^fe his joy to^ tbeni: ^hoi sar 
crifice to their Ofi^u net, and bum incense to 
their own drag. He humbles, and fills^ the 
humbljewitb goodr things^ .but :he sendeth the 
rifch empliyi.iwa^. The* rich ' rdb him of hisf 
gh^y, . and i he vefuses them liis grace. Watch 
thcaffe&reover thy proud legal heart Be 



jealdus over It with a godly jealousy ; -and 
iatreat the holy Spirit to bring down every 
high -thoirght in it, that thou mayest exalt 
Goit, 'OTd he may exalt thee. Remember 
tie promise-v-" The meek shall increase their 
joy iiijthe Lord/:" seek the' fulfilling of this ;' 
fbr joy in^'hiAi is thodeath of seif-seeking and 
selfrpleitsing. l^egof God then to kicep- 
thee meek 'and lofc"lyi that thou mayest be 
willing to 1 ive ujpon Jesus by faith, and to re- 
ceive all the joy oiit of'hiaifulness of joy. 
>; Perhaps thdii art mourning under a sense 
of thy sinful nature/ and groaning, und^r- the 
burden of in-dwelHiig sin, as holy Paul did,- 
and as all the dear children of God do, when 
they are in their right jnhid. This is godly 
sorrow^ which work^th repentance not^to W 
xfepented of. It is the true poverty of s^phrit 
towhii^hthe Lord hath prott^isedtri^ bfe^sing. 
Indeed, every one that bas rt- is bl^ssfed, be- 
cause it is not only consistent with the truest 
joy, bult »lso. is 4h^ very proper temper o€ 
mihdin whicli it is preserved ^and ihcreasedi 
They that, saw in tcclrs shall neap in Joyl!^ 
S^If-koowledge is the breaking up trf '?tlie ' 
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fallow-ground, and is the ploughing and bar* 
rowing of it, thereby making it fit for the 
good seed, and to receive the enlivening in- 
fluence of ihe heavens. The more any man 
knows of himself, the greater reason will he 
have to seek the harvest of his joys in God, 
and seekinfg by faith he will find them. If 
he be in the deepest humiliation, he will be 
then best disposed to rejoice in God. This 
holy joy generally rises highest, when self is 
lowest : as the highest tide is always after the 
lowest ebb. Remember this, O my soul, in 
the most abasing views of thy fallen nature, 
and it will lead thee to seek, and in believing 
to find, that m God which thou hast not in 
thyself* The empty, and none but the empty, 
may be filled with his joy. Let every discove* 
ry of thine emptiness lead thee to trust more 
in the salvation of God, and to enjoy more 
of its blessings : and tl^n thgu mayest be, with 
Paul,^ always sorrowful, yet always rgoicidg. 
Sorrow for self is the greatest friend to joy in 
Qod. Self-loathing is accompanied w^ith the 
sweetest delight in God. May the apostle's 

experience herein be thine : '^ We are of the 

25 



cireitn>ciftio]»> wko wors)iH> God. ia the spirit^ 
w4 rejoice in Christ Jeaus^ and h$,YQ no eon* 
fujknce )a the flesh." O pray for the $$m^ 
gFaee, apid ibou witt find that the less coi^j- 
deuce there is in the flesh, the iXKxre rejcHcing 
there will be in Christ Jesus. 
. Perhaps thou bast been tempted to seek for 
joy. in some creabire-comfort, and hast note 
received, it as the gift of God, noc eojoyedtt 
by faitlv nor returned him his. glory* Thdu 
wa3t looking below God fl>r happhiess, and 
expecting it frpm some other object. The 
world had herein ensnared thy heart There 
is nota greater enemy to the diildren of God : 
because it has objects suited to thair senses^ 
i^nd capai>le;of gratifying them : . by which the 
world is alwi^ys trying to cao^ge their afiSec* 
tions^ and always succeeds, when they .are 
not liiving by the fiiith of the Son of God : 
fqr this is the only victory that wercomeib 
tlie !(¥Qrldi even our faith. See> whether thy 
SKH'row did oot spring from son:^ worMly dis^ 
appointment? Thouhadst dropped thy shield 
i^d wast falling asleep in Dalilah's lap ; but 
^K^aking didst find the pkasuve turned irId 
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pain. This pain may be very profitable. It 
shouM convince thee of thy dreadful mistake 
in leaving God for the world, and should stop 
up thy v^ay for the future. Now thou see&t 
the need of being cautioned — Love not the 
world, neither the tilings that are in the world ; 
for all things putof Christ are under theeorse. 
There can be no blessedness in them. The 
whole world li^h in wickedness ; it CBxmA 
make thee happy any mom than hell can. 
fiut it is thy privilege to be delivered from 
this present evil world, and to be saved from 
the love bf it This is a blessed part of thy 
saivation. Expect it by faith. The victory 
is obtaihed ; s^e thy share in it '^ I have 
overcome tbe world'," says Jesus. Almighty 
L6rd, overcome it in me, as thou hast over- 
come it for me. 

But rememberi O my soul ! whatever be 
the reAl cause of thy sorrowing, there is joy 
in God, and for thee: because be is thy God, 
in whom there is nothing to make thee sorrow** 
ful, but every tiling which can possibly give 
thee true joy. The blessed Trinity are in 
iTbvenant for thee and for thy salvation. And 



286 . 

it is thy bounden duty, trusting to the finished 
work of the Son, to rejoice in the love of the 
Father. In the peace of thy conscience, and 
in the love of thy heart, thou art required to 
have fellowship with the Father and Son, and 
to be always giving thanks to the holy Sphrit 
for this fellowship. Every enjoyment of their 
covenant-blessings on earth is a foretaste of 
.heaven, '. and a pledge of joy unspeakable. 
What thou hast now by feith, thoushaltcer- 
.tainly have in everlasting possession : for there 
is a sure foundation laid in the covenant for 
thee to build thy hopes upon of rejoicing 
evermore. Thy Father htos chosen thee, arid 
accepted thee in his Son. He has set His heart 
upon doing thee good, and he changeth not. 
His loving kindness is like himself. He has 
drawn thee by his Spirit to believe in his love, 
and he has promised to love thee unto the end. 
He has freely given thee all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus, and he reserves tKe full enjoy- 
ment of them for heaven. Nothing can rbb 
thee of them : because he keeps them by his 
power for thee, and thee for them. How 
should this help to fill up the measure of thy 
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jtfy$ I Th* F«bcr of otir Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
eotDfort is thine, with all that his love can 'do 
to make thee happy. What canst thou want 
but, more faith ? The Lord increase it, that 
thy heart and conversation may be more with 
him. As thine a€ecti(ms adre set more oh 

 

things above, the temptetions to the love of 
the things, below will be weakened. Th6 
sweetness of heavenly communion will deaden 
thee to the charms of the wdrld: yea; the 
world will |je to thee as nothipg, while God 
is ALL. And is he not all in' all to thee? 
Consider his nature, bb personality, his co- 
venant, his worki, hb graces, and his blesl4 
sings : view them in their greatne^ and good4 
ness ; thou hast an interest in them all. Hid 
wisdom contrives for thee; his providence 
watches over thee ; his love waits to be gra«* 
cious to thee; his holiness, and justice, and 
truth, are thy friends ; all his attributes! have 
engaged his power to bring tliee to glory« 
The perfect salvation of Jesus is thine. Hi4 
Father is thy Father in him, and has nothing 

iQ bi» heairt but love to thie r the boly Spirit 

25 * 



has manifested it to thee in believing, to be 
a perfect, unchangeable, and everlasting love* 
.Whatever the Godhead has promised to give 
of happiness, is promised. to thee ; and thou 
dost believe it, although thoii art sometimed 
in heaviness, through the manifold tempta- 
tions. But even then there is joy laid up for 
thee in God. Joy enough in the fountain. 
It is always full : only thy faith draws out of 
it sparingly. Enough in God to turn thy sor* 
row into joy, if faith did its perfect work. O 
for more faith, that thou mayest have more 
joy in believing! 

From whatever cause, then, O my soulj 
thy sorrow aro^e, it certainly did not spring 
from any thing which faith discovered to be in 
God. Be assured of this : and learn tp ioif* 
prove thy sorrow about other things, so as to 
see thy need of trusting more, and of rejoic* 
ing more in God. If thy sorrow be lawful^ 
coming from a sight and sense of thy sinful- 
ness, there is good reason thou shouldst ab- 
hor thyself, and rq^ent in dust and ashes. But 
this is also a good reason for joy in thy God : 
because the Lord is nigh unto them that^re 



of a broken Heart, and sav^th isuch as be o£ a 
contrite spirit. He gives to them the know- 
ledge of salvation ; and makes tiiem glad with 
the joy of hi& countenance. Thus he delivers 
themiroih their sins and sorrows. He conti- 
nujes his lovii^ kindness : surely his goodness 
and mercy ^mll follow them all the days of 
tbeir lives. When tb^ are under temjpitatioDS 
to seek fiorr joy in other thmgs, he hedges up 
their way, that they cannot attain the expect- 
ed good ; or if they do, he enibitters the en- 
jojtnentj and will not let them find any thing 
in the. creature, but vanity and vexation : by 
which moans be would teach them to derive 
all tb^ joys from bim^ and from ootbing but 
him. Wait, O my aoul, .and read, and b^u*, 
and pray ; be diligent in all meads for . thine 
improvement in this divine lesson. Seek the 
presence of God, wherever thou art. E%pett 
his blessing upon all that thou doest. .Account 
his love thy chief happiness, and be sure no* 
thing can make thee happy in which thou 
canst not enjoy his love. If riches increase, 
the worid ismtles, health be granted thee, rel%- 
tkmis are kind, and all:tiiings go;^U,^etnot 
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thy heart upon Ikem. Look at the bountiftri 
hand whfch glvesy and depend cm the grace 
ivhich sanctifies those things. Tb©y are not 
troTth having but as they eome» ixm and lead 
^ God, and so may! be ^{nritnalLy imppoved 
If tli^ti canst lire by faith, an^ei^y God m 
l)i€m, then they, are f^I blesskigs : for titen 
thou tritt receive them as hia ^^fta, and use 
them to his praise; thon M^ilt eye bis gooilRess 
fn them, add admire him for tbein;/asd wiiile 
he continues them^^tbou viltibe dqieiideQtOB 
his grace to keep thy heart from idolatry, that 
thoii may est love the gilb only for the sake of 
the giver. Whatever ik&a art ffmg to do, 
^ thyself^ Mow can this be the means of my 
rejoicing in Ood ? if it cannot, avoid it If 
it come with all the world's flatteries, and 
make thee the ^eatest offers: of joy, fly froias 
it: there is deadly poiacm under its gilded outt- 
side. Lay it do^n as an invariable rute of 
l3iy walk, that nothing pan do thee good but 
)^hHt tb6o canst enjoy God in. He is the 
only source of good ; aikd every thing is to 
tfiee what be^makes it: not what it i$ in itself; 
an such all is vanity : but it h good whed- 
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•God makes it so. True joy is from him and 

•in liim. It is the gift of his grace, and does 

not stop at any of the streams, butgoes up to 

the fountain- bead, from whence they flow, 

:ahd thiere finds its <$omforts. O my God, 

teach me thus to seek my joys- in thee, and to 

.make thee my crown of rejoicing. 

1 For thine Encouragement, consider, O my 

isoul, what be did to the travellers gone heiore 

thee, in the way to Sion : how he cdmfidrted 

,them, and made them glad wstfa the joy off Uk 

f countenance. He led them indeed ^taugh 

the valley of Baea, (of mourning,) Ibe only 

high- way to the kihgdom ; but they fotod b 

^ well Id it, a fauotliii) of living waters ;:tb$y 

went on sorrowiiiig fbt tbeir depf^rtune from 

God, bqt were mad^ gted at: their hearts in 

.being brought back by Ms grace : therafofie 

they wept re)cAm»g^ Hat)py mourners ! And 

hast thou il^ ^ aaibie reas<Hi as they had to 

sorro\v for thyself, and yet to be es^eeding 

rglad in God ? Is not this, also tbe case witb.all 

.thy feUowr travellers now> upon llierroad? 

Their hearts are with God. He is their pcnr- 

tion. His heaven is their h<Mfie. They would 
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not make up their happiness in the accommcH 
datioDS by the way, bat in God, their trea- 
sure, their supreme good, and their everlasting 
joy. Neither would they be stopped by the 
inconveniences vrbtch they may meet with.: 
these, improved by fidth, will tend to mate 
them long more to be at h6xnG : for these wiU 
iead them to. feel more of the true joy there 
is m God, and wilLtheneby inspirk.tiiem with 
tugber atrains of praise add thankfulness. So 
that evwy thing they meet vdth on the road, 
will be sanctified to them, and will dispose 
them 16 make melody in their hearts unto thte 
Lord. Their Father and our Father, out of 
die ri(^es of bis grace, has not only given 
•them matter of thanks^ but has also provided 
the very words to be used by them. Many 
a weary traveller has found them a rich tot- 
dial. His i^its have been raised, his soul 
and all widiin made happy, while hi; was 
singing tlie sweet and heavenly hymn* The 
gospel propliet, who had seen the glory d* 
Immamiel; and who was the honoured pen- 
man of this divine poem, has teft «» a di- 
xection urben any one has a right to sing it, 
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mA lo.make k life Qwn, Xia. xiL 1. 4^12^ 2» 
that day thou shaU ^jT'-r-By tookbg ai the 
GQotext^ the tittie hfere mealiooed appears to 
he the day of Ibe Lord's power, when the 
Spirit of life ^oiters into the sinner, and he is 
^citeoed from a death in trespaases and 
S40S* A happy, eternally tetppy day ! The 
same Spirit wiU be his comforter, will bring 
hifn tDlha knowledge of Im salvation, through 
£»itb io: liat gloriously complete work of 
linman«»sl» by which he shall find himsdf 
freed from guilt and fear, and in Jesus made 
a partaker of gnure and glory. Then the joy 
of th^ holy Ghos^ is felt in his soul, and 
Im heart is in tune to bkss ti»e L(»:d his God, 
-^^ Lordy I mil, praise thee; though thou 
tmst angry with mcy thine anger is turned 
itamfy and thou amfortedst me. BehoUy God 
i$ my sohuaion ; I tMl trust and not be 
afraid: Jw the LardJ^s^^ is my strength 
and. mysaag^ hs atsa has heeame my saha-^ 
tim : ther^are with joy shall ye dram water 
QUtofthewellsafsaifoatioH. These wells are 
the feuttbaios t)f graoe, from which (he bear 
vtely tvaveUers dmw their holy comforts^ 
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and with which risii^shedy they go on^'lroiii 
8U*ength to< streDgth, praising Jehovah, and « 
ascribing to bitn all the gk>ry of thdir salva-> 
tion. He was angry with tbem^ and jnstly. 
The fire of his wrath mi^t have burned to 
the lowest hell ; and his law, his justice, his^ 
holiness, and his truth, would have bten ^o^ • 
rified for e^^r in their destruction. But ad* . 
mired be bis mercy, adored be his sovereign 
grace, he himself found out away ^ magoify^ 
every- divine attribute in their salvation. This 
was the wonderful contrivance of the Three, 
in qovenant.^ The Father accepted bis c^*; 
equal, Son in the place of his people, and ^ 
his obedience unto death in their st^ad;. be 
is now perfectly ree(H)ciled to them in Jesus ; 
his ang^« is turned away from them. And; 
when ;it is .giyen unto them to know it, and 
they receive the cdmfort of it, when they have • 
joy, and peace, in believing, oh what a. day of - 
light and glory, then .breaks in. upon their 
souls-^a day sometimes clouded, with, the^ 
rising mists and vapours of the body of sin, > 
but often so bright and serene, that the warm 
beams of. the Sun of righteousness ^shine di- 




S9S 

rectiy into their besfrta. These are times of 
§preat refreshing froin the presence of the 
Lord. The communications of his love are 
then felt with pure delight ; and the soul is 
made sensible that it is in Jesus a happy 
partaker of the fulness of joy. The man 
eannot cofiti^in his mighty bliss ; but breaks 
out aloud into thanks, and calls upon the 
by*staiiders to admire tiie marvellous good- 
ness of God. Bekoldy see here a miracle of 
grace — God is my salvation — wonder with me 
at the exceediog riches of this love — -Why 
Bie ? What am I, that the most high God 
i^Kmld be my Saviour ? I am sure he ndver 
S6t his love upon one. more unworthy, nbr 
plucked any brand out of the burning, that 
iivas fitter fuel for hell-fire. O help me then, 
a»^ls and men, to praise and adore that in- 
finite mercy, which contrived, wrought out, 
aad has now applied to me, this salvation, 
with all its blesskigB. My debt increase, and 
I want to prai$e.him more; for in that un- 
spmkaUe gift of his Son, he gave me all 
things, and .he haa oow given me fiiitb, and 

has put me into possession. I have his word 

26 



i96 

tor it, and I bdieve it^^a word of infallible 
truth, confirmed by promise, ratified by the 
covenant oAth of the bkssed Trinity. These 
en^gements cannot be hi*oken, ther^re 
I will trust and not be afraid.. On the 
part of the divine covenantors all is sure. 
They have given me the fuliesl security that 
can be, and I may take the comfort of it 
They will never leave me nor forsake m^ 
t^nd. my faith ^all not fail. Blessed promised 
I shall be k^ by the power of God, through 
imh unto salvation. Glory be to the Lopd 
ifehofo^hy who iV my strength — ^his almi^y 
arm holds me up, and therefore he is my 
s^mg — the aame wcm will carry me s^e to the 
end ; thliPeffH*e my heart rejokelh in him^ 
and with my heart wM I prake him. I wiU 
make my boast of his strength ; all the day 
If^ng will I be telling of his salvation. How 
can I mention too often th^HB infinite mer-^ 
eies of my God? I love to dwell on the 
deligbtftil'diense. It warms tny beart, itin« 
flames* mine affections, and raises my soul to 
beai^en. My joys ace idl in this one — Me 
0kft h^ib^^jome my mhatian. He ismy pre**^ 
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sent isalvBtion : for he has opened the foun- 
tain, and has opened my heart to receive the 
life-giving streams. How can I but bless and 
adore his holy name, while I am with joy 
drawing water out of the wells of salvation ? 
O ye blessed of the Lord, who have re- 
ceived the same salvation out of the infinite 
foontaki of divine grace, assist me to praise. 
Your rejoicing with me will increase my 
joys, and improve my thankfulness. So it 
fellows io the prophet — In thai day shaU 
YE say — ye ; not one only, as before ; but 
tiie many partakers of the same mercies will 
sing in chorus. They will join in social 
wori^ip, and witii one heart unite in the 
common tribute of praise. Praise ye the 
Lordy cult upon his name, declare his doings 
among the people^ make mention that his 
name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord ; for 
he hath done eseeUent things ; this is known 
in alt the ea7*th. Cry out and shout ^ thou 
inhabitant of Sion : Jar great is the holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee. Great he 
is indeed; infinitely-^everlastingly great in 
himself — and to be admired for his excellent 
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greatness in saving sino^rs. This is his 
{greatest work, and it demands of them their 
h^hest praise : and tbey are ghtd to give . it 
him. Haf>py are they now, when hmn^ 
and poor in spirit they can exalt their Sa- 
viour, God; but who can tell how happy 
they shall be, when be shall exalt them, ahd 
make them partakers of his own happiness ? 
Eternal salvi9itidn will demand the tribute of 
their eternal praise; and they will be most 
blessedly . employed in paying it, when they 
shall: return to Sion with songs ; and ever- 
lasting joy. shall be upon their headS; 
Crowned heads may well sing : for! their 
coronation-day will last for eir&t ; and the 
king of kings will pi^ such hcmmit upon his 
royal friends, that all heaven will ring with 
liis praises. They will, with one heart and 
one voice, adore God the Lamb, whose 
gracious hand wiped away all tears from their 
eyes, and made sorrow and sighing flee away 
for ever: and who gave them his joy and 
gladness, such as are, even in heaven, inex- 
pressible, and will be to etefnity full of 
glory. 
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O my God, accept of my poor mite. I 
desire to join all the redeemed on earth and 
in heaven, in blessing and praising thee at all 
times. I would give thee praise continually 
with my heart and with my mouth. I would 
rejoice in thee, and in nothing but thee : for 
thou art my God, my supreme good, and 
mme everlastii^ portion. Let me, then, for 
thy mercy's sake, glory in praising thee 
henceforth, and for ever. I ascribe it to 
thee now with a glad heart, rejoicing in hope, 
that my praise will be better ere long, and 
never-ceasing. Thou art worthy of all that 
angels and men can pay. To thee, holy 
Father, with the Son and Spirit, the Three 
in one Jehovah, be equal and endless praise. 
To this I give my hearty jimen. 
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S0T.0MON Williams, of New-York, and Samuel Whi» 
TING, (late of the house of Backus and Whiting, booksellers, 
Albany,) under the firm of WILLIAMS Cf WHITING, 
inform their friends and the public, that they have commen- 
ced the Bookselling business in the city of New^York, No. 
118, Pearl-street. They design to make their establishment 
particularly subservient to the interests of THEOLOGICAL, 
CLASSICAL, and POLITE LITERATURE. 

In the prosecution of this plan, no exertions on their part 
shall be wanting to merit a share of public patronage. They 
particularly solicit, and hope to receive, the supiiort of the 
friends of piety and learning generally. 

Their stock on hand comprises a general assortment of 
American editions of theological books, selected with care ; 
tn addition to which, they have lately received from London 
a choice and valuable collection of standard works in divinii 
ty and ChrisUan literature, which they offer for sale at a 
small advimce on the sterling cost. 

Their arrangements abroad are such that, in the progress 
of their business, they calculate on supplying to any extent 
the orders of their friends, with all the ancient and rarCf 
modem and newest productions, as they appear in their line i 
as soon, and as far as intercourse is uninterrupted with Eu- 
rope. 

WiHianu & Whiting intend to re-publish, as soon and ex- 
tensively as the patronage they may receive will authorize, 
tlie leading standard works on elementary and practical sub- 
jects in Christian theology. The exorbitant prices of En- 
glish books, and the frequent interruptions of our intercourse 
with Europe, encourage the patriotic hope, that the publish- 
ers will receive that liberal support in this undertaking 
which its importance demands : and which will enable them. 
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in their turn, liberaity to remunerate the patronage, by giving 
correct, elegant, and cheap editions of the most useful and 
valuable ^'orks. 

W. Cf W. have just published, in ene volume, handsomely 
bound, price gl 50, THORNTON ABBEY ; a Series of 
Letters on Religious Subjects. ' 

SCOTT'S ESSAYS, on the most important subjects in 
Religion— 9n admirable manual for family and individual use, 
1 vol. gl 25. 

CHRISTIAN ECONOMY; a very ancient and curious 
little Tract, 37 1-2 cts. AI90, 

DOCTOR DWIGHT'S last revisioa of Watt's Psalms 
and Hymns. 

They have undertaken and are publishing an elegant edition 
of the Works of the late Rev. JOHN NEWTON, prepared 
by himself^ and published by his executors, in 6 vols. 8vo. 
from the London edition, in a style equal to it, and at half 
the price io subscribers, or j^ 12 in boards. The price will 
be advanced 3 dollars to others. 

(C/* The volumes arc published monthly— -SubscriptionB 
received till their conclusion. 

SHUCKFORD'S CONNECTIONS of Sacred and Pro- 
fane History, tliey have issued proposals for publishing 
shortly, in 3 vols. 8vo. at %7 50. Less than half the price of 
the I*ondon edition. 

THE LIFE and TRIUMPH OF FAITH, the other works 
ef Mr. Romaine, are published by them, in connexion with 
these volumes. 

BIBLES^ of different descriptions in size, quality ^ and 
price, English and American editions, constantly to be had 
at their store. 

School- Books, Maps, Globes, and Stati<mary, generally. 
Nevt'Tork, Nov. 1809. 
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